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ERRATA to VOLUME III. 


13, line 20, for from, read form 

6, for, and with her views, r, and in- 

with her views | 

F. 33, I. 16, for effects, r. effect 

P. 107, I. 16, for chuſe, r. choſe 

P. 113, I. 18, for ideas, r. iden 

I. 15, for marble, r. mantle 

I. 2, for like r. little 

P. 149, l. 9, for leaves, r. leave 

P. 183, I. 7, for 

P. 187, 1. 4, for buſtles, r. buſtle 

I. 2, for nappily, r. happily 

P. 241, I. 2, for antideluvian, r. antediluvian 
P. 256, l. 1g, omit the 
P. 256, I. 18, for inertity, r. inanity, 


30, |. 1 


even, r. ever 


period after buried. 
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ERRORS: of INNOCENCE. 


LETTER LXVIL. 
To Lady Helen Nugent— From Mrs, Obrien. 


Portland Place. 

Sous laſt* my deareſt friend cleared 
up a myſtery, which, tho' the pertur- 
bation of my mind prevented my noticing, 
ſunk deep in it—Shocked at the apparent 
probability of your ſuſpicions, I will yet 
confeſs to you, I was not ſufficiently ſtag- 
gered to believe them; the charafter of 
Mr. Nugent, nay that of Lord Melroſs, 
l. OS let 


0 mitted. 


: , ERRORS OF 


let me add, ſo above a coarſe intrigue, ſo 
elevated alike in ſentiment and ſituation, 
were both too repugnant to the odious idea. 


You accuſe me of leaving you in per- 
plexity and terror ; tenderly indeed, and 
ſoothingly, do you urge me to write often- 
er; if I do not, aſſure yourſelf it is becauſe 
I dread to encourage thoſe tumults of the 
mind, recolleQion muſt naturally give riſe 
to.—A fatal paſſion, my dear, has ſeized 
upon my heart, its wild and diffuſive 
waves have increaſed in proportion as its 
boundaries receded, and I tremble leſt every 
faculty ſhould be overwhelmed and loſt in 
it. Abſence does not baniſh it, reaſon 
does not ſuppreſs it;—Ob why do they 
urge me 'to- deſperation, and anguiſh! I 
bad determined to be filent—Whilſt I had 
any joys, they were, yours to; participate: 
but why ſhould I ſadden you, by the reci- 
tal of griefs, you cannot relieve ? my hours 
of chearfulneſs (or rather ofconſtraint) are 

hap devoted 


2 


. re VC oy. 


INNOCENCE 3 


devoted to thoſe 1 do not love, and it 
would be ungenerous, to impart thoſe of 
ſorrow, where I do. Mr. Obrien and Mr. 
Davenport have met frequently: inſult, al- 
tercation, every thing that can ſhock, or, 
alarm me, has enſued between them— 
Why he cannot part with his Iriſh eſtate, 
and live on the income of my fortune, I 


am not able to learn; or how he has ac- 


cumulated debts ſo immenſe, as thoſe of 
which he ſpeaks. For Winbrook the 
purchaſe money has never, I find, been 


. wholly laid down: the furniture is entirely 


unpaid for, and even the equipage, (by 


which he ridiculouſly Tet half London in 


arms) remains a memento, we muſt bluſh 


for: thele extravagancies, I have*in ſome 


degree contributed to, tho" innocently 
on the compariſon; nor will my mind 
know a moment of peace, till ſuch ac- 
counts are ſettled ; and I have put every 


ching in train, that they may be ſo. That 


B 2 Mr. 


oss OP: 


Mr. Obrien gam'd, I always ſuſpected; 
but that his follies aroſe to ſo inordinate 
a pitch, was far, far beyond even my 


fears. They now amount to every thing 


terrible; and even thoſe inceſſant and 
long abſences, which would otherwiſe be 
a relief, fill me only with perplexity and 
dread. It is certain he does not always 
go to the gaming table. He returns of- 
ten to dreſs; and does it with an exaQ- 
neſs and elegance, that leave me no doubt 
he has ſome object in view. Some wretch 
whom, like myſelf, he has mark'd for his 
victim; to whom thoſe graces he is ſo 
ſtudious to cultivate, appear the- genuine 
offspring of tenderneſs and merit! Oh! 
could I but know, how many  pangs 
might 1 ſpare her! I need but look on 
her to ſpeak to her heart; the fears, the 
pity, the ſympathy, collected in my eyes, 


at fight of ſuch a creature, muſt awaken 
all of hers. Like me, ſhe would then 


view that ſad futurity, which now perhaps, 


preſents 


1 1— 8 
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INNOCENCE. 


preſents nothing but golden viſions-;,— 
and, from the wreck of my proſ- 
peas, learn more juſtly to eſtimate her 
own. But what do I fay ? Perhaps but 


too well known to her, the object by 


turns of her envy or diſguſt, ſhe pities the 
fate of the gay, the elegant libertine, 
whom fortune has. match'd ſo unequally. 
— She is perſuaded ſhe could reform as 


a wife, the vices ſhe has not courage to 


cenſure as a woman; and voluntarily ſinks 
to that level, from which ſhe vainly flat- 


ters herſelf, the forms of a church would 


have enabled her to elevate him. Unac- 
quainted with half Mr. Obrien's connexi- 
ons, it is impoſhble I ſhould gueſs at her 


whom he purſues ; nor, even if I could, 


ſhould I dare, perhaps, to interfere.— 


I have ſeen Lady Almerſtone: Lady 
Maria is going to be married ; and great 
preparations are making for the occaſion z 
yet I think ſhe looks pale, and I fear there is 

| 213. more 
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more of obedience than love in her choice. 
Is it not the error of thofe parents, who 
are tenderly attentive to the education of 
their children, io conſider them, when 
educated, as too much of the automaton ? 
Form'd only by thoſe principles and paſ- 
ſions, they have wiſh'd to infpire, and 
equally dead with themſelves to any other? 
his is I fear, the caſe of poor Lady 
Maria, who, accuſtom'd to live under the 
ſtrict eye of a mother, and with only a 
moderate underſtanding, perſuades herſelf 
ſhe has taſtes, cuſtoms, and diſguſts, which 
are only imbib'd; and which her firſt in- 
tercourſe with the world, will probably 
efface.—She has receiv'd, not form'd her 
opinions; and, ſhould caprice, faſhion, or 
artifice, once attempt the ſuperſtructure, 
there will be no foundation left, on which 
to rebuild it. .I have ſeen too, Miſs Suth- 
erland.—She call'd on me twice ; but it 
was not the Miſs Sutherland I bad formerly 

ſeen. 
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ſeen. Thoſe different points of view, in 


which we now behold each other, ill-cal- 


culate us for companions. She has once 
more aſſum' d her reign in the world. — 
Since the propoſals of Lord Melroſs have 
been made, Lady Somerſet has ſeem'd am- 
bitious of giving her that diſtinQion, ſhe 
will ſoon be entitled to claim,—She is 
heard of every where, admir'd every 
where ; but ſhe forgets that ſhe is to be 
belov'd by any but him. I muſt viſit her 
once before the great event takes place, 


or incur obſervations I ſhould tremble at: 
nor ſhall I long delay the compliment, 


tho' it is now, I muſt confeſs, ſome time 
fince we have view'd each other with the 
ſame pleaſure we once felt. From the hour 
when Miſs Sutherland made herſelf the vo- 
Juntary object of attention to Lord Melroſs, 
I was ſenſible of a diſguſt, for which, I at 
firſt ſeverely condemn'd my own heart. 
Reflection however, diminiſh'd my ſelf- 


reproach. —The apparent delicacy and 


B 4 generoſity 
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© came a ſubjeR of doubt, inſtead of gra- 


tale an advantage than to give it.— Per- 
haps I may be wrong : I feel ſo conſcious 
of being liable to the ſuſpicion, that even 
t you, I have been fearful, of divulging 


TOY how ſolicitous Lady Somerſet and 


that there was a certain air öf readineſs, 


I 


| E RR ORS OF. 
generoſity with which ſhe interpos'd ier 
name to reſcue mine from diſgrace, be- 


titude/ when I' recolleQed that ſhe made | 
me feel all the neceſhty, of ſuch an inter- 
poſition; and that too, at a period when 
I vas obviouſly overwhelm'd with anguiſh, 
and anxiety. The ſame means which ſe- 
eur d mx reputation, with my- concur- 


Un . 
rr 


35 rence, might have done ſo without iti; 


and let me add, (tho' 1 may perhaps in- 
cur the cenſure of malevolence, or envy) 


and gupety, in ber conduRt on the oc- 
cafion, that made her rather appear to 


my ſentiments; it was not however poſ- 
ible to ſuppreſs them: and when I recol- 


4 N 8 3 | 4 1 .  Janetta 
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Janetta were to accompliſh this alliance, I 
cannot but think they ſometimes volunta- 
rily increas'd my fears of - cenſure, in or- 
der to make me .an inſtrument, in their 


views. Nay, that they even dup'd Mr. 
Obrien into the ſame, if I may judge by: 


his actions, which ſo ſtrangely. coincided 


with theirs, on many: occaſions, that no- 
thing but an over - agitated heart, could 
bave prevented my noticing it. But Why 
refer to thoſe painful events, at which. 
my very ſoul ſtill fickens 2. their views, 


even if accompliſh'd by a degree of arti- 
fice, were . ſtill : ſufficĩently juſtifiable.— 


Without the power. of adding to my own 


happineſs, I :interfered with theirs; and 
had I been weak enough. to have purſued - 


the ſame line of conduct, I had then en- 
| ter'd upon, it would not. have been long 


in my power. to decide, how far the at- 
tachment between Lord Melroſs and my- 
ſelf, might baye been carried. Deceiv d 
* the dangerous pleaſure of ſeeing, and 
* B35 _ convyerling 
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converfitg with him/ deity; 1 bad fuk be 
 Hopelefineſs of my fituation, in the mere 
gratißcation of the moment: and in that 


15 Vortex, might have buried my honor, with 


m reaſon, had not ſome remains of the 
latter, interfered to reſtue me. Incauti- 
ous is the woman who truſts in ſuch a ſi - 
tuation to eſteem: it is the gaudy mantle 5 
e e dane e is wrapt, and 
which only ferves to attract our eyes, from 
,j objekt it conceals. By retrieving the 
it error, a thouſand future were ſpar d 
me; perhaps a fatal one; ſince I know 
too well, the weakneſs of human nature, 
not to feel that every ſucceeding frailty, 
| prepares us for another; and every error, 
_ - trengthens the temptation to vice. From 


" temptation however, 1 am now forever 


excluded, both by fortune and choice. 

The ſhaſt is nevertheleſs; not yet extract- 
oo from my heart: that weak, that erring 
heart; which could almoſt 21 855 che wm 
vation of its miſeries, 4 
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- How. is my: ſweet boy? Thank Lady 
Ameſbury for the honor ſhe did me in 


becoming my ſubſtitute. Perhaps on the 
great occaſion" of Miſs Sutherland's wed- - - 


ding, I may once more have the happineſs 
of embracing my beloved friend, 
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Portland. Place, Dec. 
EE having ſurvivd ſo many 
wounds, I have at length received 


one, which it will require ages to heal, 

and that from the hand of her whom I once 

* .call'd my friend. It is Lady Somerſet, 
it is the nominal mother of the moſt in- 
dulgent of her ſex, who inſults me by her 


ſuſpicions. Gracious Heavens! of what 
materials do they imagine me compos'd ! 


bo theſe features carry the ſtamp of 

inſenſibility! Does this frame, which wi- 
_ thers every hour, denote a heart capable 
of enduring trials ſo ſevere ? She has diſ- 


cover'd that I love; thoſe. tears that have 
flow'd from my heart, have refleQed its 


emotions; and yet ſhe can bid me be 
I 4 wo So 3 A 8 | happy. 


INNOCENCE. » 5 : 


x TONER 4 hail to ne 
ſhe cannot: the meaneſt individual has 
the power of invading our tranquillity, but 
few indeed, are the Poe Pw | 
| who! n 3 it. 7 


2 
7 Aa j? a, 0 [ 


Nie 
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| „ aeg 1550 — Wat Lord 
- Melroßs "wal gone to Mount-Herbert, 1 
ſent a card to Spenſer-Houſe, and (to a- 
void the appearance of à coldneſs, which 
after their reſidence in mine would have 
been ſingular, ) invited myſelf to dinner; 
I receiv'd a note in anſwer, from Miſs 
Sutherland, in which ſhe aſſur'd me, ſhe 
bad been ſo much indiſpos'd by a cold; 
that ſhe could hardly have receiv'd any 
other company, but if I would do her the 
honor of coming en famille, Lady Somer- 
ſet and herſelf would be'happy to ſee me. 
—1 thought I was fortunate, in an oppor: 
tunity of diſpenſing with that from, my 
mind was but little inclin'd to, and ac- 
ei che conditions. The ladies were 
46 z | both 


n 8 1 «xd 9 , mY , . * * 4 * _ 
- - + a _— —. l ® 574 *% Sn l n 
— 0 = . 5 \ 4 , 4 * n 
3 * — 
8 o 
1 - 
* = AS 0 — 
* w 5 
L . 
ry — 
7 - . 
_— 
* 
* 
ay — 4 
: + 456 
* 1 9 
p : 
: o 
f 'S I 
. N 
* 
4 = 
_ 
: - 
D N 
| >» = 
« 6 | 
* 
- a 
8 
. * 
* _ 
oY - 
k 0 = 
” p 
, 1 8 
| - N 
= 
— 
= 
— 
= 
> : 
= LY 
i 
g 
. 
l + 


en 


8 zn or 


both in the rolling: om: but wied ee. 
remony they indeed. had diſpens d, for it 
was a ſcene of ſtudied confuſion; - dick 

had rarely beheid. A profuſion of filks, 
trimmings, and even jewels, lay ſcatter d 
around. Lady Somerſet was looking at 
ſome point, and Miſs Sutherland reading 
a magazine, in a rich undreſs, vhich ſery d 


the lap- dog to 6 repoſe n. I apologia d 


for intruding; 100 ſoon, in order to con- 


vince them of an impropriety on their 
part, which they poſſihly did not think 1 
mond have courage to obſerve. Mis 


Sutherland alſo .apologiz'd for her dreſs; 


which, as it was every thing but dreſs, was 
ſurely a. weak oſtentation. My opinion 


was then aſk d upon the ornaments that 
were before me, and our diſcuſſions. on 


them fully engroſs d us till: the hour of 
but Janetta, my dear, will he truly the 


fine lady. With the: fineſt bloom, the 


talk'd 


4. 
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| bd of her nerves, her emu, mike 
long, long liſt of faſhionable complaints. 
Lady (Somerſet retird for « mort time 
in the evening. in order, us the "aid; to 
give audience to the trade's-people, whoſe 
patterns had been left in the'morning.— 
Janetta and I had been about an hour tete d 
tete, and were fitting on the ſopha together, 
when we heard a carriage drive up to the 
| gate, —She faid, it was Lord Spenſer, —Þ I“ 
would it had been ſo! but an evil ſtar 
prevail'd ; for at almoſt the ſame moment, 
the door was open'd for Lord Melroſs.— 
He enter'd haſtily, and in undreſs ; yet not 
expeQting to ſee me it was plain; for he ſtar- 
ted, colour d, paſs d her, who had advanc'd 
to meet him, and taking my hand, colder 
at that moment than death, utter d ſome 
inarticulate but impaſfion'd expreſſions 
of his happineſs on the meeting. I turn d 
from him, to her, with terror and anxiety; 
but good Heavens, the powerful haughtineſs _ 


- 


7 
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_ of 1 eye, can can never I. think; be effac'd 
from my memory, or perhaps hie, had he 
ſieen it. It was a momentary glance how: 
ever for it clos d inſtantaneouſly, and an 
 \extreme- paleneſs overſpread her whole 
face. I cannot tell you what I' felt —A 
ſort of frantic emotion ſeem dite take poſ- 
ſeſſion of my heart; my only. wiſh, or 
hope, was to fly, and forcibly withdrawing 
my hand, I hardly knew I bad left the 
room, before I found myſelf, as if by im- 

pulſe, again in that we had quitted to 
dine, where Lady Somerſet was -talking, 
while ber woman arrang d the ornaments ; 
the former enquir d, with exceflive ſurpriſe, 
the cauſe of my emotion; for I was in 
tears: nor could I make her any other 
anſwer, than that Miſs Sutherland was ill, 
and Lord Melroſs was below. Imagine 
the moſt freezing expreſſion, it is poſſi- 
ble the features of a woman can convey, 
and you will - have ſome idea of hers.— 


: After a STIR | 


Lou 


_ Leben ST 44 


| Careleſs who were the witneſſes, I ſigh d, 

I wept, nay, I even groan d. I look'din 
vain for you, in an apartment where 1 
had ſeen you ſo often; and ſhed ſtill bit- 


I ſeemid an alien from creation. I grew 


1 N 0 OE REY -" 


[You have" explain'd the whole: affair, © 


Madam, ſaid ſhe, in one word; and 


1 m "only ſorry you have not done it 
my * wn ee mm 


WS credit.” 


Without wile a Shale to me, the 


bad her woman follow her, and leſt the 


room with a hauteur that exceeds all de- 
ſeription. Diſlracted as I was with a thou- ' 


_ ſand griefs, I yet could. not - be inſenſible 

: : to ſuch an inſult, and it 
poignant anguiſh; to that I already en- 
dur d. Abandon'd as 1 ſeem'd by the 


addge a wers 


world, its punQtilios faded into nothing. 


terer tears on ſeeking you in vain. Al- 


| | moſt half an hour elaps d from the depar- 
ture of Lady Somerſet, and no one had 


been near, no one had enquir'd after me. i 


at 


| LY EA RORS or 


4 NN more eallefies, 1 
return to that melanchaly home, which 
ſervid but to-- perpetuate the ſorrowe it 


| thekter'd, and 2 to apa — 


_ ».* You:rung 1 think Madam!” . I 

; „ T'vill-wouble your Ladyfhip, tid 

your ſervants aſk if mine are waiting.” 

hey have done ſo: but yon appear 
to much n a r 

9 A 1 

fam 3 very well . 

ö be enen i ever diſagreeable, eſpe · 


_ _ Even conceal that they chink me fuch.” 
e The reaſons ſor my conduct Mrs. 
_ tho” x pi your agitation, 1 An more 


' pity the- cauſe.” ; wed 150 4 Send n : | 
= hel whas-alioniof my Uſe? d de- = 


me indadeingatrebie@SeFyour picy 
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_ inclin'd g inſpire in the moſt delicate 
minds; much leſe in ſuch n. . : 
A mixture of contempt,” 


J f "» * ' 2 - = do's 
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Jou talk very * Mes, Obri- 


en but allow me to tell you, that 1 
thought boch my rank, and time of life; 
| would have exempted me from being ſo 


your conduQ, and I cannot avoid; hint - 


ing to you, that a prudent woman, might 


have choſen a more humble connexion 
than with Lord Melrofs"— — 
„Good Heavens! dee 1 55 


Cog ned unconquerable / agitation ; *©* an 


| obſerver upon my condu@! and is it for 
ſuch, to judge, or cenſure. it Such l to 


whom fortune is the ſtandard of merit; 


- whorincapable of conceiving any attach · 


ments, but the frivolous ones of conve- 
nience, or the worſe of guilt, are as far 
from the power of imagining, as feeling, 

the ſenſations of warm and ative hearts, 


* 


ſome woman :—a very handſome” woman 
I don't mean to diſparage you, in order 
to raiſe my niece;; ſhe wants no foil. y 


+08 Grave hg ey into/life; your 


* ons or 


Be aſſur d 1247 Somerſet, our Wees 
are too diſtinct, ever to interfere with each - 


p other. Lord Melrofs is your relation, 


your intimate; you ſee in him à nohle- 
man whoſe rank and fortune, by placing 
him on an equality with yourſelf in the 
eye of the world, vould Sr r 
innate defect 
Theſe fliqhts, Mr. „ Obrien, are nei- 
ther becoming your character, or ſituati- 


37 . 
8 


Beauty, Madam! name it not to 


- the! it was ſurely the undiſcoverable 


mark ſet on the children of Cam, by 
which ne were e en wad A 


A e 


fuppos'd fortune, and expenſive” mode of 
life, attrabied notice. Theſe are pallia- 


— 


ee: bad, greatly do I indeed) che 


— 
: 
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ations I gonſeſs; | eſpecially when we re- 

member Mr. Obrien ie « gay man 1 
2 A gay man. madamm 

But he is very 3 VR 


body ſays he is very good natured; and 


that 1 dare ſay your friend Lady Helen, b7 
this time thinks no inconſiderable advan- 


tage in a huſband.— However ſhe has made 


her own fate. Her folly be on her head, 
for Tard dene 1 I have done with 
her. Denen 11 
0 And SRP byte proud to ſay; as 

ſhe deſerves it ſhould be, is that fate! but 
can you Madam, be ſo unjuſt ta the choice 


of Lady Helen, or the merits of Mr. Nu- 


gent, as to impeach a felicity you cannot 
beſtow ? What charm! what'infatuation. is 
there in weakh and diſtinction, _ . 


| blinds the eyes of its votaries!” - 


|. * My. niece 1 hope, however, will re 


Kore the luſtre of the family 1”... 


lt is no my turn, Lady Somerler, to 


wg N | weakneſs | 


. 


veakneſs of thoſe, who ſee nothing in their? 
 ſonified. Valuing external advantages thus 
Wa a get, ally ſenſbie of the = 


don werds, I can have nothing to fay— = == 
Ian to: have atvis'd you. Did you FF 
. not a few momente ago, infer mu, 1 Y'F 
bluſh for: vou did mou nn of 5 
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Thos en n 1 * 
I has aſhes * wes 
tt Friendihipe, o' Lady Helen was 
er inet to them for her romance. 
Let us return to our firſt ſubject— your 
connexion vith-Lord Melo,” —' 
* My connexion; Madam, with Lord 
| Mietroſs!: Abd who * has dard to inflnuate 
Ihaveany?” | ERIE nM 
ay, Mr. Obrien, Eee your ; 


Ss, : o 
Y 4 * i: 44 ® 


your attachments ?” 
15} 6811 Blaſhfor me ee - 
for yourſelf l bluſh for thoſe worldly ideas 
EST By — N which 
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when 1 fink under the loud; you craclly 
term it guilt. —Surely: never was lot fo 
ſingular as mine l fated to want every 
_ conſolation, I ſee myſelf depriv'd of all, 
Beat down {ike 2: flower: by! ſucceſſive 


ſtorms, the gay tints of youth and fortune, 
are 'defac'd -'to one melancholy: maſs... 


Oh! whatthen am I Madam, to give either 


you or Miſs Sutherland uncafineſs?— — 


_ Could I ever have rimlld:her:;- is it wink 
This fetterid band, and harraſt'd conſti- 
tation; where grief has already done, what 


time had deferr'd; it is become the ru- 


ling expreſſion of every feature; | riſes 


in my My bers it mingles with my actions, 
it ſpeaks my voice: 1 am not blind: to 
nnen abſorb d in its own tears, my 

15 ae 


© ERROR Or. 


ec e ür n 
moiſture which deſtroys it, and cloſes with 
- diſguſt againſt evety other relief— 
Pot in my feelings, and drown'd indeed + 
in tears, 1 ſunk from my ſeat upon the 


phba, I ſaid more, much more; but do 
not remember what. I believe I was hyſ- 
terical, for they gave me drops ſeveral 


times; and I hardly. recolle& how-· I: got 
home. My conſtitution, has, I fear, re- 


ceiv di a ſhock, it will not eafily ern 


for I have been very ill ever ſince.— Vet 


1 muſt ſtruggle, 1 t appear. May my 
prayers and tears aſcend to that being; 
bo only can fulßl the one, or dry up the 
other; and may he give me courage 


and virtue, to ſupport the evils he inflicts. 


: 
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n eee 1t 0 we rt 


1 3 . myſelf into a 


calmer frame of mind.— Shall I ſearch, ( 
1 | 25 opt, | I 
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+4 often anxiouſly do) into he. boſom of 
futurity, for the mis/ortunes it may add to, | 
and not look to the bleſſings it may offer? 

In the intoxication of frivolous and delu- 

five pleafures, how often-do we ſuffer the 
fanguine heart to expand over chimeras 3 
And ought we not more juſtly to indulge 
its viſions, when accumulated evils, give | 
us a ſort of privilege to hope for a merci- 

ful alleviation? Much is to be done, Is 

- where we teſolve to do it "I have thought 

:fo for others, and will now think fo for my- | 
ſelf. You will” believe me fincere in 
this ſpecies of philoſophy, when I re- 
count to you the hard trial I muſt have 
undergone, in "liſtening , to che circum- 
ſtances, which brought Lord Melroſs fo | 
ſuddenly - from Mount-Herbert. Letters 
have been deliver'd to him, by Captain 
'Erfkine's Lawyer, which ſpeak of his ear- 
1 returii to England, (his health being 


” 0 


a much mended ) with the 1 intention of con- 
* a teſling the titles aud eſtates of the late 
[ [2 : , 


1 Val, III. 2 has WS: 5 8 Lord 


"obſerving 10 Sir George, (what is. obvious 
t every one) chat the delay, of foch 11 N 


. eee 


Lord "Metros, 3 980 proceedings ba, 
. aQtually 'commenc'd. I- could not help - 


- 


or * 1 


ſuit, was too: Lngular, not. to give us is an 
: indifferent opinion of the - cauſe. "Exf- 


_ Kine“ 8 account of the matter, is "however, | 
reaſonable. an conſiſtent enough. The 


5 letters which mention the death of: the old 
| Lord, were ſent to him at. Montpelier, 
where, after lying ſome time at the Poſt- 
Houſe, they. were: forwarded to Naples, 
; from whence they gnce more trayell d d. to 
England, from, a falſe idea thay be was 


21180 


gone TOE: by ſea; ag been order d 


a The. news at lat reach d him, by accident, 
at Rome; nor did ;the. | letters return 10 
_confirm, it, zin ame zie alter; upon 
.  «vbich,, be immediately * wrote thoſe, which 

* juſt been ; receiy 4d... Lord Melroſs 

es came immediately to Lord Somerſet, to 
make him the offer 7 of poliponing the . 


lance, 
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liance, an the affair was determin'd ; but 

this the family have had delicacy enough to 
decline; and it will prabably only be a 
motive for haſtening it, as his-preſence 
vill be neceſſary in Scotland. Sir George 
tells me Lord Melroſs has nothing to fear 
forthe event. Surely there can be nothing. 


_ 'Yet-it is a diſagreeable idea; and the 
more ſo, as it will : oblige him to expoſe. 
many;domeſtic occurrences; equally wound- 


ing to his pride; and his delicacy... Alas 
bow variouſlſy, and ſtrangely is the lot of 


P embitter d, even to the moſt 


U ” 3 : a | 
CG + — — . * 1 + = 
” N ! 4 * o 
+ fg £9 1 | 4. Fas? 3 0. 
* 4 : - ” 
Z „ A - = = 
x * # F 
- : - < « 0 a 
% 
" : * * 
. y © 4 L * 
* — 5 2 * F 8 ö * : ” 7 
. w 
. 
4 7 
8 2 = 
— 
* 
3 


"ERRORS 0 7 


- N % . 
„ af . — 1 
CY 4 * 1 0 ;* » 8 = * « . 
84 12 , « F » » " "4 a 
- L E T E R LXIX.-. Su 
* * 7 1 2 . * » ' 
e W — PTY 3 by 4 


4 7 is Y : y - 3 a .* , \ * 
1 * ” = N * 1 4 
Y > . 7 —— ' a L % * - * « A « £ 
* * — * 
a . 
4 R To | 2 * ; $. . . oh. * 4 
- - 2 , 
> 4 * * * _ * * 7 — 
- _ - * * * 4 * 1 1 3 N . | © ba 
1 8 k «i 8 


# * £ * 


. Ade n Der. | 
o much am 1 ſhock d, my deareſt 
1 Sophia, that you ſhould receive ei- 
5 n or inſult, from any part of 
my family. But why repeat to you uſe- 
leſs conſolations, which I muſt even bor- 
ro from yourſelf ? For where ſhall I find 
nobler, or juſter precepts, than thoſe your 

own boſom affords !—You too well know 

the baughty, the uncontroulable temper 

of Lady Somerſet. Did it not keep her 
a fingle woman, (tho' with brilliant offers) 
ll paſt the bloom of life, becauſe the 
falſe idea of her own diſtinguiſh'd birth, 
made her look down with contempt, even 
on thoſe families half England looks up 
to? She enter d ours only to make my fa- 


ow 


= x £14 «> : 1 | 2 4 ther 


[ 


poſts, penſions, and privy councils; his 
health has been impair'd; by forming 
ſchemes, and bis peace deſtroy d by their 
_ diſappointment. She became earneſt toi 
make Spenſer a politicians: - 


* F * ; erg, © 
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ther, rattan nature never made * „5 a 


ſtateſman without ſkill, and a courtier wich- 
out policy. Till chen, he was ſatisfied with 


a private opinion, and'a public vote; fince; 


that time, he has dreamt of nothing but 


he turn'd out: 
firſt a jockey, then a fop. I was to be a 
beauty; marry half a dozen Dukes, and 


be a peereſs in my own right. Unfſortu- 


nately I thought happineſs as valuable, as 


the privilege of ſending two or three foot- 


men before me to St. James's. All her 


8 hopes now centre in Lord Melroſs and 
-. Janetta; the high rank of the one, and 


the beauty of the other, juſtify her moſt 


ambitious projects. She hates every body 
that interferes with either, and has long 


conſider'd you as a dangerous rival. So 
cruel, ſo unmerited a ſucceſhon of inſules 


C 3 however, 


POW”. ERRORS OF 


: however, as WY your laſt 3 


affords, 1: did not ſuppoſe her capable of 
affering./-. Oh! ſhe knew you well, or 

policy would have ſilene d her at this cri- 
. For policy has long filenc'd her. In 
ſhort my dear, (for why ſhould I diſſem - 
ble a truth ſo apparent?) you are the ob- 


jeg of grooted jealouſy, and diſguſt, which 


I have vainlyendeavour'd, byturns to con- 


- ceal, or fuppreſs. Without ſenſihility to 


judge of your feelings, or delicacy 10 
* calculate how far they might affett your 
conduct, ſhe had often penetration enough 
to dive into them. You. have offended 


her pride by an air of clot in your intro- - 
- dution into life, and with her views, by 


attaching that branch of her own family, 

whoſe honors and fortunes ſhe had deter- 
min'd to appropriate. She has found her- 
- ſelf under the neceſſity of diſſembling the 
one, in order to make you an inſtrument 
Toy rs the n „ and that very ne- 
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| cee, vas a m | 
you! her hatred. It is not 0 be conceal- 
ed, that e with many batural | 


ion which enſur 4 


dyantage: es, has nevertheleſs a thou- 


and e 


yer render 


in ituation, whi ch have 
er father Aamir d, chan 


| Hough: and ; 10 the utmoſt Tedſon tö 


ſuppoſe, (cho it has been a ſecret care- 
fully kept) that no poſitive offer has hi- 
therto been made, in any ſhape 10 advan- 


5 (igeous a as that from Lord Melroſs. The 
_ dollsofthe day, n my dear Sophia, alone 3 | 


how many. adore, to one that propoſes. 

wother S pride, her temper, and the « a7 
mies both have made her amidfi the moſt 
diſt nguiſh'd families, with thoſe ſhe has 
oblig d my father to make in politics, 
have render'd her alliance very undeſira- 
ble. Miss therland has. no fortune, but 
that which may be beſtow'd, aud it will 
therefore, moſt probable be very inconſi- 
derable. That ſhe can "ſend: one, the 
world h has as alrcady diſcover d, and, (ſhould 
TGC ber 
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4 novelty v wear r off) ) with all the charms | 
me xeally- poſſeſſes, ſhe would ſtand the 
chance of giving. way. to a, more faſhion- 
able ſace. Thoſe objeAions ſo powerful 8 
; with the reft of. the. world, d not hold 
- good with Lord Melroſs. He 1 is already 
allied to Lady Somerſet ; he has a noble 
eſtate, and, like moſt men, would rar 
his vanity when he cannat bis heart," by 
chuſing a woman deſirable to others; ke 
| has been told | ſhe bas a partiality For, 
and knows the i is in ſome meaſure depen- 
dent on him. Many circumſtances have 
united to nal. the match, and one ouly 3 
can croſs it. Oh, how amiable, how 
generous, is that character, which,, under 
ſuch temptations, interferes not voluntari- | 
ly, with the views of thoſe, by. whom, it | 
has been wrong d. A word, a breath, a 
thought of yours, might perhaps, even 
now, deſtroy the expeQations. of my, mo- | 
ther -and Janetta, and render both the 
objefts of his wane averſion. But —_ 
that | 


rr re 


— 
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For. breath would. fully the Purity | of a 


mind yet untainted; that word would 
| incur a remorſe, which the ſweets either 
5 gf love, 0 or revenge, would be unequal to 


ſubduing. . You -hayerwept,. my beloved 


Sophia; but. it is ſhe. who has been de- 


bas d peace; virtue, gentleneſs, every 


ſofter grace, will. bloom freſher from your 
tears, whilſt:the wild tumults” af her tem- 


perſuaded ſhe thought you threw, yourſelf 
voluntarily in: the way of Lord Melroſs, 


warmth, ſhe. herſelf, will, on reſlection, 


think indiſcreet. But, ſuch is the powerful | 


effects, of an indulg d error, that- even for - 
our oun intereſt, we cannot always avoid 5 


its it coſts us. a thouſand painful efforts . 


ta conceal, and at laſt is diſcoverd by 


ſome mad ebullition, for. Which we. mult . 


- bluſh, I grieve 1 did not fooner know 
us, opinion of Janetta. | Your conſeſſi- 
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ons of her geyety Sa paſt — * 
me but too much cauſe to fuſpett her of 
3 Lady Somerfet's mnewores.” In. 
Feld as you were when at Winbrook, 
and miſferable as 1 was for you, (nee 
your ſituation left me every thing to fear 
for your heart; and ber Ladyſhip's aſperi- 
ty, aviken't all my \apprehenfions” for - 
your tharafter,)'T-muft cbnfeſs, I earneſt- 
Iy* defired à union, T thought calculated to 
here the 'continuat - temptations of the 
or fitence the ſpleen of the other.— — 
"ai that wiſh-never' made me for à mo- 

ment think tightly of the honor, or 'hap- 
pineſs of Lord Metrofs, and could 1 dp. 
pole either endanger' d, it would awaken 
a deep and laſting chagrin. Oh fortune, 
fortune! how ſtrange, how capricious are 
_ uy fluctuations, "which leave us "Hardly 


power to decide upon our own Wihes:— 
This conſtant ſucceffion of hope, dBubt, 
and apprehenſion,” which embftter d my 
mind, 3 mothet's my at Mulber- 
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AreMoupts, yas Nau cauſe of that £ 
perity. in one of n letters, which you 


ow'd with anger 15 15 vexation ; .nor 
yas; Fade (my mind being e 
— 5 5 of a ſo; A raly. v4 MY 


' Four, iges that. the celebration Kot Fg 
be rather haſten d,. than impeded, . by the 
ee of Exſkines return, was per- 
fealy. jn His lingation with. Lord 
. NMelrofs, (according to the letters: l haye 
Xec6iv'd,) is regarded as, u mad ſcheme, 
his fortune will not allow him to purſue, 
as be has. little beſides his commiſſion; 
E ene e 2 
ed, will fix'd. upon for the wedding — 
7 9 os 1 have bad our invitations | 
of 5 N 51 ee cannot but Oe 
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E viſh I feel to ſee you, and .the. re- 
Cc 6:  tpet 


Av Ait, Jon tears, | wo ling, believe "me, "1 | 


I. 


1 


B Ka "EE donor 


bes ane s his Laban have Hiduc't 
to accept the compliment, tho I mean to 
ſeign an indiſpoſition, which may detaih 
me from being preſent on che day, and 
— Mr. Nugent, ben the buſtle" fs 
I you have not yet teen Lord Met- he 


| e fince your unfortunate rencontre at 


'Spenſer-Houſe 1 confeſs,” 1 could” wiſh 
chat you did: nne the lbnger © your 
meeting is deferr'd, the” more diftreffing it 
n prove; and you will be under le 
neceſſity of viliting' Janetta Kereafter, tho 
even J will not adviſe you again to te 
bl : gy BER 


p : 2 : Cv. "4 28 


Edvard bas this moment receiv'd le 
ters to haſten our journey. The gay is 


precipitated to the 2 5th of January; ; "as 
Lord Melroſs muſt ubavoidably de in 
b Scotland ſoon after. Mr. Nugt uge nt "will 


| tortly be in town, and will wait upon 
Eu R , my dear So- 
5 ö Lay 
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phia.—Your, god- 
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oY enquiries, and will live, 1 
7 fenkibl eee as is moſt truly 
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ann for. which ae o kindly. 
' adviſe me to be prepar'd, my, dear, 
17 It was. accompliſh d as. I could 
wiſh ; by. accident; and in public! and is: 
4 weight off 55 _ i Was. N 
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1 told: you: ee ONE 
I did ſo; and, amongſt other places, was. 
_ at the Theatre. I. ſaw. Lady Somerſet's. 
livery. in the oppolite box, which pre- 
_ parid me for the. occaſion; a very. ſplen- 
did. party enter d; I. ſuppos d from Spen- 
ſer⸗ Houſe, tho her lady ſhip was not a- 
| mongſt them, Lord Melroſs led in Miſs. | 
1 1 1 Sutherland, 


0 


* 
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e elegantly reſi, and looking 
more charming, than I had ever ſeen-her. 
MThoſe wuly fine eyes, eee 
every objeſt, witha conſciquſneſe of heau- 
ty. that inereas d the glow upon her Wa 
e nn 
1 $35 enge? 
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On FRAN 1 1 
interchange of compliments enſued; and: 
ie ladies makipg a. motion ſor Lord: Mel. 
roſs io ft between them, he complyds 
but our eyes often met: voluntarily on 
my part; finee to- have avoided it, (fituat- 
ed as we were,) would have had à much 
more ſtadied appearance. At the end of 
he ſecond att, ve ſeem'd to have read 
each others eountenances ſufficjently;; and, 
as he quitted their box, I doubted 
not but we ſhould ſee him in ours; which 
1 did the next moment. It was not then 
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5 n W -were very 
fun Bat; as be has always friends a- 
mongſt the ladies by bowing to one, ſmil- 
ing⸗ on“ another, and talking to à third; 
he contrĩv d to gain ground He · paid me 
his compliments with an air ofvpeculiar 
reſpeQ, and regretted that he had not: 
been fortunate enough to find me at home 

(where indoed. I was both times) when he 
left his name at Portland- Place; ſaid no- 
ching of my health, (a delicacy; 1 could | k 
not but eſteem bim for, ſince. my alter d 1 
looks, from my. laſt indiſpoſition, render | 
iii the-conſtant topic of all who addreſs - 
me,) but enter d upon · the trilles of the 
| day, with his uſual agreeableneſs.. I was 
Collected and eaſy; I chad determin d 
ni be ſo/ and-for the. firſt time for an 
age paſt, was ſatisfied with myſelf. The 
drawing up of the curtain warn'd him- 10 
depart; and I purpoſely qutſtaid them to - 

a part of the entertainment. Thus bave We 

ve not un well, my dear 7 Your pre- 

| 9 lence, ; 
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beste k 3 
| pb wa * b will I doubt not, 
a 8 enable us to purſue the ſame plan. Miſs 
J - Sutherland, will, make bim happy, and tt the 
,  conſcioulnels of 'reflitude, \ will, 1 hope, 
e * act it on Foy 
D Ii edt tin es erin dt. 145 
N 1 bad heard, that the celebration 3 
1 to take place on the 25 th. All the world 
32 - talk oft. "op . Our pars altea nothing 
4 _ elle At FA | Play y 8 they "vere ſo loud 
. about it in the Oo t box. 1 thought" ths 
5 voices ouſt reach acroſs the houſe. nw þ 
303 YA COR ITS bmi, 
| "$14 « Io 5h” $f 
p K 158 22 34a 14631 8 Rs g . N 
mr | 3 
* 3 Mr. Nugent, _ this morning been h 
. bere. I really threw myſelf into his arms | 
= With pleaſure. He was not ſo ungallant 
þ > as to fejett me, tho I believe he had no 
2 ſuch tender intention. He gives me the 


— 


| | blooming than a Hebe, and a thouſand 
times. more agrecable than ever. 1 can- 
N n | | not 
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beſt accounts of you: ſays you are more 
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"gh however, bnd Th e 2 Fore 
deu reſembles, .. D are 
all gn fuck poor i" bite Hl yo 7, 


hardly knows yet, 0 on 
two eyes, or one. When dec l. 
* n 4p knoy him, het- 
4 We. have been king 9 over Mr. 
eye : hefor- 
has again 2 urgent ho 8 th 
principal of my fortune, if it cannot he 
 vithdrawn, If this ſcheme can be accom- 
_ plit'd to relieve him, my conſent ſhall 


not be wantipg ;, an Mr. N- has un- 
dertaken to talk with Davenport, but . 
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1 . Grofoenor: Square, hs... . 
ride, thro heavy 


FTER a fatiguing 
+ roads, ſ plaſh d to the ſhoulders, 


dear, reach” d Grolvenor-Sq 


me to be minute, —She is much alter'd; 


but there 4s A. period in the withering of 


at 90h : 


| Melrofs was not at Pu therefore er 
quipping myſelf a little, (and only a little) 
more, comme il faut, I march d off, to pay 
my reſpeQs to Mrs. Obrien. What ſhall 
I tell you of your friend? You intreat 
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thoſe really lovely, where the lingering 5 


diſcaſe may be ſaid, 
11 1 — 


The bloom of pa bine is 
rio aig; but a tender humility, a 
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ſoftneſs, that peaks in that ſmilg which 
only marks the utter extinttion of chear- 
fulneſs, is, to me, a more  iereſling EX». 
preſſion, than any, youth, or vivacity, can 
beſtow. My heart, my dear, has a ſtrange 
ſympathy” with yours. 1 embrac'd her 
with an ardor that would have tempted | a 
ſtranger to ſmile, and a er a converſati- 
on of two 'hours, return ie to Groſvenor- 
Square. And now ſay you, another 
deſcription.” | How look'd my Lord — 
No, my dear good girl, it will not be. I 
have invok d all the Gods, but none will | 
- befriend we, where my own ſex are con- 
cern d. How did be look,” tay you? 
Why his noſe, (to the beſt of my recol- 
 leflion) ſtands where it did; his mouth 
too, is, I believe, in its uſual poſition, 
and his ey es, (having nothing to regale 
themſelves with, but a., clumſy fellow of 
five- foot ten) did not vary greatly 1 in their 
expreſſion, from what I have formerly 
Oe We: ſhook. * talk: d. over ola 
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dd to cover the cheeks of this amiable lady, 
* when the is oblig d to pronounce the 
word Sir: a term, which (having long ex- 
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nr. AEITER 
divinities, and then betook ourſelves to 


thoſe leſs coy ones, who ſeem d inclin d 


to pay us a viſit: namely to Somnus, 
and his old friend Morpheus, who, (if he 
was as kind to his Lordſhip, as to me) 
brought thoſe ſame divinities whoſe ab- 
ſence I have mention d, not MY to his 
"ws * to bug . . 
145 14 morning ve vent to Spenſer- 
Boat And now once more, muſt I in- 
voke the Nine; to delineate the matur'd 


charms, of the all-powerful Lady Somerſet. 
 "—Imagine however, you ſee them lighted 


up with a few of thoſe roſes, which the 
ignorant, and the vulgar, have yclep'd da- 
maſk ; and which have been often obſerv- 


Narres offended the delicacy of her or- 


gans) ſhe e to exchange 
"at . 


+ en 0 ws: 0 7 


r, wh Lhd, or your * in 


mort, ſuch an ungröeious ub. welcome, as 
you babe ſometimes Teen, and you vill 
form competent idea öfimine. That I re- 
Ws bd from Lori Sdmerſet was generous, 
dad bind. Miſs Stthertand's haughtily:6on- 
ee dll me found the eye of Lord 
I Melo was upon her, when the dimpled 
into ſmiles, that wouid have tempted you 
to forget that it was poſſible ſhe ſhould be 


"haughty. We din'd there. Lord Mel- 


"(oſs Was polite,” attentive : not gay, yet 
Aght enough c please: not tender, yet 


> aſſidubus enough to flatter: in ſhort, eve- 
34 hing tlrat evuld ſeduce and touch a 


Told heart, or wound en impaſſion'd one. 
Such is not Miſs'Suthertand's. "When 


wie went home; he told me, def had ſeen 


"Mrs; Oben at the» Play, und poke in 
"High terms df the conſtraint he had put 
pon Himſelf, in udreffug ber wich indif- 
ferente. Spoke,” as he ever does when 
2 2 „ frankneſs, | 
ou 
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beende 


4 ö 1 5 n all bis „ ati ik A . me he % 
$ | not enter d thas far into engagements with 
i!  Janetta, without having thoroughly ex. 


amin d bis bean, as to the probability of 
, ite being 


eing wholly hers. That he faw in 
4 Mrs. Obrien : A thoufand charms, and bad 
d been convine'd by her condutt, that the 
d poſſeſs da thouſand merits : that * to the 
u firſt he had inclin'd to render both himſelf 
Ee and her a victim, had not the ſecond ſtep- 
- ped in % fave boch. Th fort, his whole 
: converſation was that of a rational and 
5 * IrigetiGus wind except where Mr. Obrien 
I was concern'd, There he was invaria- 
= . ble in ſeeing nothing but the huſband, 
e. : and argued accordingly. That perfeRtion 
* | however, which views every object unbi- 
m | _  aff'd, by the circumſtances that attend it, 
in is a ſtep, I fear, above human nature— 
. Even Lord Melroſs, (and I think as high- 
f- ly of him, as of any man 1 have ever 


known, ) was not ſaperior to this weakneſs; 
_ Ms Jngerakding, his heart, and his prin- 


_ ciples 


. wo. — 
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ples equally — _ fm who once : 
dup'd all. "He deſpiſes him from reaſon ; 
be does more from impulſe, for he has : 
once lov'd him; and tho A ignorant of — 
the greateſt blot | in his life, is ſufficiently 
ſenſible of the 1 and weakneſs of . 
his general conduQ, Every thing i is now 
in preparation for the day of days, when 
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/Poſt Mo; "tags i 
6 letter; what am 


N 1 


5 1 oo tes from your flence ? .Surely;, 


he cauſe ; a thouſand vague fears, (I had 
almoſt ſaid hopes) croud upon my mind. 
rite to Mrs. Obrien, leſt ſhe. 


ſhould have any ſhare in it; and cannot 


but accuſe you of neglett, whatever che 


event, in not letting me know it, I have 


ſent to the Poſt-houſe twice in vain, and 


now (for the third time) have diſpatch'd 2 
chat walking may-pole, Peter; determin'd d. 


if poſſible no blunder ſhall ariſe. —Ah, 


: pardon my impatience, dear Edvard bod | 


Vol. III. D 
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| ſomething extraordinary muſt have been 


Tee Peter's rueful phyſiognamy, as he ſtalks 
up to the gate, packet in hand, inno- 
I dent of thought,” his aukwardly powder- 
ed red locke, plaited up behind, to-reſem- 
ble a wiſp of bay half cover d with a boar 
froſt, and his little odd three corner d hat, 
IS Hoek on the extremity of his head, like a 
| -weather-cock-'o0n- a: ſteeple. —Leſs whiM- 
ing dear Peter, and more haſte. ' Ah, that 
packet! how do 1 burn to ſee its con: 
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| myſelf, to ſympathize with my friend, and 
to pity all the reſt of the world. How 
differently were thoſe hours beſtow'd, when 


_ mention paſt felicity, when every hour 
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To Lady Helen Nugent—From Mr. : | 


Do bd + 


| Maunt-Herbert, Jon, 

OM bowing, courteſying, compli- 
menting, and dreſſing, in a word, 
from all the ceremonies of a modern uri · 
on, Thave at length, ſtolen an hour, to 
devote to one of the heart; tocongratulate - 


we adjurd the Ahnighty, to witneſs a uni- 
on doubly bleſt, both in love and religion; 
when' our hearts, like the different firings 
of an inſtrument, touch'd by the ſame 
powerful hand, vibrated in concert; when 
peace, reſerve, and delieacy, but why 


but ſtrengthens, and increaſes it. How 
Nen beſt beloved, and my foo boy'? 
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1 . be 1 8 ande 
| fs, and wait e for the confirma- 


N R. FLEE 1 685 . 3 ae : wy 22 
5 "The great a PH will ſee * my 


date, is paſt ; gayly, at leaſt.— But a de- 
ſeription you cry ! that perpetual demand 
of your ſex, which ours never know how 


to fulßl. Have patience, however; I am 
going to make an eſſay of my talents.— 
| Suppoſe 1 write it dramatically ; yet no; 
unleſs, like Congreve, I could make my 
Fools, wits, or bid fring d bangings, and 
_ giltluftres, bold a. converſation, the moſt. 
. copious part of my ſubjett, muſt be whol- 
ly laid aſide. On the 23th Lord Melrofs 


and- I breakfaſted peaceably together in 


ation. ſound his mind much more agi- 


tated, than I had ſuppos d it could be, on 


an occaſion he ſo long had expefted. — 


"the ſtudy, where we had an earneſt conver- 


> vs 


He endeavour'd to laugh it off, even with 


pin en fuſh of his cheek, 
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innoctnxt K. 5 
the Halt off fs eye, thoſk reflefs 
emotions, and long abſences of mind, eve- 
ty aktion betray d, made me but too ſen - 
flble he was not happy: Our real break= 
| faſt over, we dreſt to take à nominal one 
"ut Spenſer-Houſe ; and Miſs. Sutherland, 
| by making her (appearance, gave a point 
to the attentions, the thoughts, the affidu- 
ities of our friend, which once more re- 
ſtor'd him to himſelf. The breakfaſt was 
elegant; about twenty were invited. 
Lord and Lady Somerſet both there: La. 
dy Somerſet the directreſs of the whole, 
vwatch'd over the fair Queen of the feſti- 
val, whom fancy had been exhauſted 10% 
| adorn; and exquiſitely lovely ſhe appear- . 
: ed. Flowers, muſie, every ornament” in- 
_ eident to a public breakfaſt, was heighten- 
4 cd to proſuſion; the men were all gallant, 
| the women all animated: Rank was al- 
moſt equal; for none had been admitted, 
| | myſelf excepted; who were not entitled 
| | 10 mingle any Pye: and 1 Sir 
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b familiar to the lips of this noble party, 


_ norable half a dozen times in the courſe 


| time an obje of much wonder. . The 
epithet of Sir, not at all agreeing with bis 


ideas on ſeeing the Hero of the day, hang. 
upon my arm. It was fixt we ſhould dine 

at Mount - Herbert, and the morning's a= . 
muſement being at an end, for that place bs 


we ſet off, Our party was there conſi- 


derably ne reas d, and a fuite of apartments 


thrown open to receive tbem. Two card. 
rooms, a ball room, and a muſic- room, 


A eyiy bug, ſplendidly illuminated, 
and adornd with every thing modern 


luxury invents, or ſupplies, made no con- 
r when the gay groups 
5 * 0 


Y EC, J 
mY a W 


a of the day, without any other pretenſion | | 
to the title, than that of having endea- 
wur d to deſerve it. To the Duke de 


4 Limoges indeed, I believe I was for ſome 


J 
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tes Gb we ſoatter — 
round them: the women, in the fantaſtical 
elegance of half dreſs, rouged into He- 
bes: the men in their own opinian no 
leſs killing. But the coup d eil Was really. 
beautiful, when the dinner apartments 
vere thrown open. They crown'd the 
perſpective with a ſhrubbery of the light - 
eſt and maſt fanciful nature. A profuſion 
of every thing expenſive, coverd the ta- 
ble, wreathes of flowers were mingled wink 
. the ornaments of cut glaſs and ſilver, and 
feſtoons of the ſame, with little lamps of 
chryſtal thrown over the lemon colour'd 
hangings; which by their lightneſs, reliev'd 
the palm, and orange trees, below. | The 
mußc inſtantly paus d, and a moment aſt- | 
er play'd a ſofter, and more ſprightly air. 
In a word, it was the banquet of Calyp- 


fo: every eye ſparkled, and every voice 

was modulated to pleaſure. And what is 

| here wanting? ſaid I, looking round. I fix- 
 edon Lord Melroſs; nothing, but happineſs. 
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Anstenüble 70 ih brilliant ſpeRacle'thiat 
ee before him, be "was eaning on te 
© ack of Lady Georgina Forteſcue's chair, | 

_ eyes fixt in reverie, and every ſenſe 
_ iced bis heart, Le walt a from, 

| © having ſmiled; and ſtarted forward;"0o/Bat- 
PP We'now all halt. 
| Jp bel ie the table.” Tbe hade Podkies 
”  Jow'd by a thouſand powder d fops, emu- J 
Ee: 3 lous of her notice; whoſe audible whiſpers | 
Anmereasd he (glow of exultation;” which 
| *  glreddy ſuffusd her cheek; Lord Mei- 
do for awhile exerted: himſelf; as he ever 
Wy does at his Own table. But his eye often : 
_ -— fiain'd thro" the glare of light, to look on 

her with a thoughtful intentneſs, and 
found; fear, too much ton, to gratify: bis 

hearts Toe eaſy, 100 elegant, too much 
- ike herſelf, ſhe indeed ſmib d on him with 

- - Wl the fofinefs of love; but mo 
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wih mat diſtinguiſhing - and timid" love: 
which bhiſhes at the gaze it "ſolicits, and 
ſeems to mark its object, as the centre, 
and the pier of SIP: "Ie * 4 
n it. * 
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On. "rifg* from dinner 1 ball 
was open d: many minuets, and a 
few cotillons were danc'd, after which, 
ve broke into patties. A cold colla- 
tion was ſpread in the: eating rooms, 
chere the d6ors' were once more thrown 
open, after every ornament” had been va- 
ried there. The ceremony had been read 
at the uſual time in the evening, and inu- 
ths, gayety and cards, concladed it: —And | 
now, have I hot well perform d my taſk 5 
It is true that in the ardor of my deſcrip- 
tion, I had almoft forgot to marry them: 
| but this'is':a venial overſight ; and per- 
häps, had the good Biſhop been guilty of 
the ſame, Lord Melroſs would not have 
nd him the worſe. But now to ee f 
D 5 ws aa * 
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in the morning to . breakfaſt, two. of the 


tol were in queſtion; but a certain fmall 


weapon, .call'd a dart; which, however 


dangerous in the hands of the ancient 


Cupids, has been found to be perfectly . 


harmleſs, in thoſe of our modern ones, 
and ſeldom indeed to pierce more. than 
ſin deep. With one of theſe imple- 
ments, ſkilfully. thrown from the eyes of 


_ the fair Lady Georgina, your brother had 
been wounded; and the conſequence in- 
| deed ſeem 'd tolerably obvious. to all of 


the company, except him, whoſe diſcern- 
ment ought reaſonably | to have been the 


"OR For tho' a variety of meſſen- 
„ gers 
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Sen pem of de busch. On allembling 


party were. deficient, about , whom ſome 
. enquiries began to be made; and the face 
of Lord Somerſet was a little overcaſt, as 
will be that of his fair daughter, when I 
add, that one was Lord Spenſer. Miſ- 
take not, however; neither ſword or piſ- 
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ge” gers had been diſpatch'd, all of whom.rev + _ 
turn'd (like the man in Tom Jones) with - . 
the ominous anſwer, that: ſhe was not to 
be found. The Captain obſtmately per- 
ſiſted ſhe muſt be /omterokere.-. Now . of . 
this, it did not appear; that any of the 
company had the leaſt doubt, and the on- 
1y point · in queſtion Was :where:: By vari- 
ous interrogations, this, at length, was 
gueſod arp ſince it appear d from the ſer- 
vants, s that the ingenious Mr. Warren, 
Lord Spenſer's gentle man had contriv dd 
to have a chaiſe. and four in waiting at fix 5 
in che morning, in which there was no 
vithdraun themſelves: and, upon further 
enamination, it · was diſdover d the unſor- 
tunate Captain, had not only loft his wiſe, 
but what is : ſtill idearer, ber jewels; in 
conſequenceof which, ſwords, piſtols,. poſt- 
horſes, and a divorce, reſounded moſt vo- 
Ciferouſſy.— The former however, were 
| an. uſeleſs by the: addreſs of Ls 
id D:6 8 Somerſet, { 
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- ſhelter Lord Spenſer from danger; in 

conſequence of which; ihe Captain return- 
2 ſatisfied that they had eſcapꝰd his re- 
. and determim d to ſet off for the 
North to morrow. Pity, he deſerves not: 
1 anten ORGY 
1 99 | 
prebend there is none. Lord Somerſet, 
bowever, was deeply offended ; Lord Mel 
_ roſs not too highly pleas'd at the compli- 
ment and both ſecretly ſurpris d they 
dad not ſuſpeſted the plot, from the fa- 
_ Þcllity- with which Lord Spenſer deſeend- 
dd rom his beroies ee GFR 


* I 


: 


= 0 REGU Geer ov — 2 — — lt oe  — ee — 
0 F . : _ 
= 4 7 
Gu E \ J \ 
* 
= 5 - 
\ 
4 : * 


27 XY 
© $4 


0 , e 8 0 
- "4p 1 *. 3 . E426 IRR 
Marofis bg: e 


"Mon! Oe, has by this time, Teceiv'd 
the certain intelligence of it. She will 
— aun I hope, af me ought. She has 
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3 hiberto been all chat i is ent in wo- 
man. DireQing a fine underſtanding to- 
wards corretting the errors of a warm 
_ heart, and living up to that rule of virtue, 
ſhe thinks neceſſary or commendable in 
. -others.——Adieu, my ſweet girl; and be- 
lieve, that neither abſence or pleaſure, 
' can-efface the tender wife, the ſond mo- 
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* eee 
* hich I find, . — ” 
T5, Ge ee Buzprythee, my dear 
romantic girl, what extraordinary event 
didſt thou think could intervene, to ſuf - 
 pend an event, which had been look'd to, . 
and fixt for weeks beſore ? © Didſt.:thou 
ſuppoſe ſome giant would runaway with the 
bride? Or ſume wicked enchantreſs de- | 
ſcend from à chariot drawn by -griffing, . 4 
and lay violent hands: on the marble- : | 
© heafted bridegroom ?—Mine has. before 
this reliev'd your anxiety with regard to 
che fate of either: and let me tell you 1 - 
expedt no ſmall applauſe for my fortitude, | 
in withſtanding more tempiauons, than 
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even ll -— des of a mo- oh 


varch of that lange territory call'd Ithaca. = 
Since his were only of the muſical kind: 


bine in the Syrens of this enchanted ſpot, 
and Iam apt to ſuſpef, that but for a vile 
deficiency of the two firſt in thoſe of old, 
the aforemention'd herd would have made 
no better a figure in hiſtory than many 7 
of his predeceſſors. My powers of deſcrip. 
dun are almoſt exhauſted, and I can now 
only tell you, in general terms, that we 
are involv'd in a conſtant ſucceſſion of 


amuſements, that leave no time for thought. 


Lord Melroſs is the ſoul of every thing 
with the ladies; and the bride reigns tri- 
umphanily over the hearts; of the beaux. 
. Forteſcue ſet off this morning; but wiſe- 
ly conſidering the length of the journey, 
and the coldneſs of the ſeaſon, (not un · 
like the ſailor, who having been robb'd 
himſelf, by 8 retaliation, ſtopp d the 
firſt 


but.>youth, beauty, and harmony, com- 
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d we is way prevail: on the nympH 
whoſe buſineſs it is to attend” Lady Met- 
roſs.” to accompany bin; and ſhe, (Air. 
-, *creet as well as kind) has made free with 
e Hiding habit in which her lady vas to 
. exhibit to day, on a beautiful horſe, my 
_ Lord has juft bought her. The generat 
© confiifion amidſt our fair Atnazons, was 
_ — not to be deſcribed, plime nodded vainly 
at phime; for to whole hours; during 
Which time, Lord Somerſet wonder d; La- 
dy Somerſet fretted, Lord Melroſs ſooth- 
ec, laughed, flatter'd;—alFwouldhot do: 
Hh: there was no eloquenee in the tongue, or 
the eyes af man; that could win e 
bride from her drefling-room, in any o- 253 
ther Habit; and the ridivg po at . n= 
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Ry we ny alk of Teturning to town, and 

pour arrival is expected. When ſhall you 
be inclin'd to ſet out * I will meet you as 
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do not travel in the dark, as I am not 
with you. Lord Melroſs has been 19 
with me to ſ in Grgſvenor - Square, du- 
ting our ſhort ſtay in town. Lady Mel- 
Toſs has alſo tyice repeated the invitation, 

and Lady Somerſet once utter d ſomewhat 


of our being at Spenſer-Houſe. Should 
_ "the latter be preſt, (tho till repugnant to 
our wiſhes,) I fear it muſt be comply d 

with. The conduQt of your father, my | 


love, has been too kind, and too gene- 
rous, to allow of further heſitation ; par- 
ticularly as Lord Spenſer is abſent. — 


Whilſt you were expos'd to neglect on 


my account, or I to perſonal inſult, no- 
thing ſhould have tempted me to become 
the inmate of your family; but that paſt, 


I dare not, ought not, to indulge my on 
= 


caprice or pride, by another refuſal. 
- have written to day, only becauſe it is 
the” 8 ws I wiſh'd to learn with cer- 
uinty, 
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. ventuting, my fair coulits on 4 
freedom which I know not how to pal- 
line, but under the authority of that va- 
lued title. by which I addreſs you, and f 
which I ſhould be too vain, if not re- 
rain d by the example of one, who adds 
to- a much nobler, that luſtre, which half 
his ſex beſide, might have e rom 
it, | | 1 5 2. 


In the language of gallantry, I ought 
perhaps to tell you, that the loves and 
the graces, are all weeping your abſence ; 
but that would be to wrong them : they 
are too faithful in their attachments to 
havg Shae you, and too conſcious of _ 

the 
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— of Giading many” of your 
ſex, with perſons ſo form'd. to receive 
their favours, and minds fo diſpos d to 
| adorn them: you muſt therefore content 
Feen by thu: hare 
of the more maſculine virtues, who have 
„n you's daes in the bean of your 
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n is. time ne, 1 mould * 
. thy reaſons for this fingular intruſion; if 


I do it aukwardly, 1 have 'a right to 


your pardon;  fince to write on matters 


_ © of hufineſs to a lady, and a fair one too, 
is a teſt of philoſophy, to 9 


but 1888 — 


5 In « e ee into, previ- 
ous to a late ceremony, it was propos d 


. Lord Somerſet, to give the lady in 
- _ queſtion, ten thouſand pounds: five of 
+. which, were confeſledly once delign'd as 

3 feta of the portion of a much dearer 


relation, 


awry Ge 
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nothing, but virtue, and happineſs. To 


ur 
ve 
to 
nt 
re 
0 
q 
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if 
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1 where it i is properly due. In a word, my 
dear Lady Helen, this little advantage is 
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| relation, till he, ks daring 16 nt 8 


every mercenary view, leſt herſelf rich in 


- 


condemn the conduR: of a charaQter, re- 


ſpettable thro the ties of nature, would 
ſhew 1 underſtood but little of hers to 


whom 1 addreſs. myſelf. In juſtice to my 
on, however, I, muſt declare, I ſought 


not a liberality that was miſplac'd, nor 
would have accepted i it, but from the fear 
of its being more ſo. In conſequence of 4 
this, Lord Somerſet, a ſew hours ago, 


made me rich, not in an unjuſt acquiſiti- 7 
on, but in the power of reſtoring it, 


yours. 1 have no merit in the offer, nor 
you any right to refuſe it. It is an inhe- 
ritance juſtly your own; which the dear 
boy, (whoſe tongue can now hardly utter 
your name with the beautiful imperfecti- 
on of e vould one * props 
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youfor MA to falſe Whidbey, Yout 


huſband, your child, and your friend, have 
their ſeparate claims to your attention; 


and ent no: injare the one, or wound 


| ä 


I mean ern e 


De bene That of filence. I muſt not 
have Mr. Nugent acquainted with a fecret 


of this nature, till you are upon the ſpot; ' 
for from you only, can I conſent: he ſhall 


receive even an ideal obligation. I have 
But few felicities, and of thoſe few, I will 
not be denied one. 
bo as me with, is amongſt my firſt. 
It is a diſtinction, of which my heart is 
fo jealous, that every baarier of Oy is'a 
wound to it, 
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On ary as . I the take 
both pride and pleaſure in foliciting an 
anſwer; but on this, I muſt be pardon'd 


That friendſhip the 
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ons. If Lady Helen win do me the bo-. 
mor of aſſuring me of her influence witb 

Mr. Nugent, I will defer ſettling the 

transfer tl ſhe arrives. If ſhe wilt con- 

_ deſcend to write to me as a friend, the 
vill confer. a happineſs ever ſynonimaus 
with that title ; but if ſhe endeavours to 
thank me as a benefactor, ſhe will only 
diſcover to my heart, the deficiency of its 

power compared with its inclination. 


Lord and Lady Somerſet, Lady Mel- 
roſs and myſelf, (every one indeed) are 
impatient to embrace you, and the dear 
boy. Happy that child to whom eſteem 
deſcends thus as an inheritance. Who 
comes into the world the belov'd of a 
thouſand hearts Whoſe virtues are ſup- 


ported by example, encourag'd by emula- 
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tion, and who .receives, in the name of 
thoſe from whom he ſprung, the pledge ß 
their being reſpeRed. Allow me then to 


take 
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90 require my ſilence, my generous, 

my dear couſin, (for on occaſions 
1 theſe, the ſoul, diſclaims all ſex, and 
riſes to that pure enthuſiaſm; which. is her 


| perfection but are you not an unexam- 


pled tyrant, Who in the ſame breath com- 


mand, and render obedience. impoſſihle? 
Your generoſity more forcibly calls upon 


my acknowledgments, than your pen can 
forbid them; and as there is no virtue in 


which you can more excel, my plea for * | 
diſobeying, will always be ſtronger than 
any you. can offer for the, contrary. 


Heaven has allotted to you the pleaſure 


of beſtowing; be not a monopolizer, but 


leave to us that of being grateful ! I will 
-Vpl. III. * _ 4 Rs dot 


8 75 


„ e 


5 ws FRG offer; noble as it * 


accept it as a certain proof. of your vir - 


. wes, and a flattering one of mine. But 


hy not let Edward know an obligation 


__ {oaffefling ? Shall I believe you had 
ſome reference to me in your injunttion ? 
I I ought indeed to fear that a friendſhip | 
b diſtinguiſhing would leave no room "To : 
% other tie.” But his, is a | capacious 
| Heart /'@ heart; like your own, form'd- to 


receive, to practiſe, to adorn every duty: 


a ſmaller kind of univerſe, where each 


individual motion, not only anſwers to its 


don appointed pufpoſe, but combines to 
the harmony and happineſs of the whole, 


Can you think him weak enough 10 ſup 


- poſe he is anon by — ihick 


flows it ? Do him, pn ene 
tice I intreat ook on him, as on one 
who differs from you, only in ſituation; 


er believetho wants any virtue. the want» 


Fat aa $0: would he 
nn N a”. | | ive : 
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"OR beans) kad he "Wt Lord Mel- 5 


7018, and fo would you probably have 
receiv'd; bad ende Mr. _— 
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Could a mother's love bear W 
| what is there could add value to a child 
of my Edward, like your notice WE 
| have made me #ronder, but dee me 


ae ts le. oh Yarn! 
Abe gun; ieee 7:4 „ 

M congratulations—ffigid term i—My 
"with my. warmeſt wiſhes, attend you, in 
chat union; which will, I bope, compleat 
all of yours. May you enjoy the hap- | 
pineſs you fo well know how to beſtow, 
® an the certainty” of which, will ever be 
Perg 0 at of . affeRtionate an 1 5 
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N p. 8. When' 1 come to ow I will, 
fulßr your commands with regard to Mr. | 
Nugent, N | Et 
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Mount: Herbert, Feb. 
7E * had an odd ſcene PR 
Lord and Lady Melroſs have al- 


1 


ol wringked: To you I can mention 
this in confidence; tho your own judg- 
ment will-point out the danger of permit- 
ing it to go further. The truth is, he 


viſhes to be in town; and I confeſs, that 


her inclination to remain longer here, ap- 


pear d, even to me, rather a capricious 
obſtinacy ; he is weary of the frivolous 


croud who ſurround him, to whom be is 
oblig'd to devote every hour of his time; 

5 yet this point was given up, and he agreed 
to remain as long as ſhe wiſh'd it. 1 
k left them after dinner, and withdrew. to 
| - the ſtudy, having letters of buſineſs to 


— where I had been about an hour, 
I "lon 
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my — "4 -v 
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8 | hen Lan Me fel 6 earhe FI 
I would not be diſturb'd, in a tone, which 
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diſcover'd:that ſomewhat difturb'd him, and 
VA himſelf acroſs ſome chairs which 


ſtep in the paſſage ; it was the lady. 


were rang d on the other fide of the fire, 
_ reſted his head on his hand. From this 
| poſture he ſtarted, on hearing a" female 6 


* 


4 * 


He a 


Well my Lord, are Lane in a ter 


e 


| humour now 7. — e N 


„ Have I then been humour, ri | 


bes ene to ſmile. 


Indeed I think "ou. have; and 1 OP - 


1 bumous! d too.“ 


The —— he re- 


plied; with an air ſtill more conftrain'®; 


en * nt to do my 


= : 
ance for it. #7 
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To make us do penance, you mean. 
But come, rs PRE hand n 15 | 


return.“ 7 3.55 [1-3 N 


My heart,“ e bd wing ws 


near him, with recover d good. humour: 
* but. 


E g. 
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f = but.not.my. head, NPI 1. nn 
fortunately is not atimy own cammand.— 
Upon ax foul, * \make no more bouts- 
ian 2 ͤ · ! 54 raftct "OL PAS ATES 

ine bs my monk, Hut you maſt; e 
don't be eee ano nn bis 
Excuſe me arte 5 aye an: 
. Notindeed l:? * „Ar ell. N 11 
+ 1 *.Onlyfor an 1 in I have 
ee eee WY | ane; 1% FN SHU $4 
Not for Aae e Nugent, 1 
en to you. —1 have follow'd this good 
man, let me ſee, bow was it, my Lord ? 
From the dining parlor, I think, to the 
drawing · room: from thence 10 his dief- 
ſing · room; from his dreſſing · room, here; 
| a pretty zig-zag) journey. What are you 
next for, my Lord? The 3 che cel- 
r thong hu} es 1 
. * 3 din 1 rden d 
and my mind unhing'd ; if i: vas your 
"—_— that 1 fled, n ' would: mw _ 
Nn Wetken We > 4 $3552 Lin 214 #5 - 
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on * 


ad en ieſhion, my Lord.” 
he ſmiled. Hint Ho $76. Wir gung 75 38 * 


don't come to entertain Us. . 
% Vou have defin d their characters ad- 


atiy thing to the portrait. = 10% -- 
„, you. dove me vou 0 an — 
A powerful incantation I. but don't 
tet it be us d on ſo trifling an decaſioh. 
Very well, my Lord, as you pleaſe! 
1 have only this 225 add If yon don't 


| features; that ill became them „ 
When 1 told you, 
(and with ſeriouſneſs too) that I was un» 


Nee ee e to. ee 


* * E 0 


6 Wen bt it ane world with | 
which you are fuxrounded.% i: | 


mirably, my dear 1—1 e 9 5 to add 


gol neither will I. And down, indeed, 
the fat, with an i . anger on her 


Lady Melroſs; 
_ ealy, and unwell, thought 1 had made 


moe than an apology. Why did you 
urge me further? "Mr. een e 


d ane E 4 | . : vo Pray 


* 


8 We ſhall certainly go to fgep- if you 


ra or 


"i TIN don't ir, Mr. Nugine=-Only : 
a little matrimonal wrangle.”—** Any thing 
more, ny Lord He did not reply ; but 
4 We a haughty coldneſs, laid his hand on 
dhe lock of the doo et 
ou don't go,“ aid 1, en 
— 5 15 I believe,“ return · d he, cc eg ebe 

4 155 10 Imile, that I ought not. W EH 
Tou had beticrantipdord; lene the 
_ uracil para, ok den og 

cant yet. ine 9 

+ 1 lay claim, 3 Fe . 
8 Madam, and that is the ſtudh. 
The reſſ are freely yours; I ſhall not in. 
trude upon the circle of fops, with which 
3 they are fill d: and, fince your conduct ac- 

— quits me of wounding your heart, ſhall eaſi- 
p acquit myſelf, for not ſacrificing to your 
4 - convenience.” She made ſome flaming 
1 anſwer to this; and tho” he Was ſilent for 
b ahile dre) from him at length, ſtill 
more pointed reflections. It ended in a 
| _ tranſport of tears on her fide, and peniten · 


* 


. 
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© Ys of \conſtquenee/on bis. He'laviſh'd ' 
_ «thouſand exprefſions of fondneſs ;' and 
ſhe wept” the more, only to hear them re- 
3: prated* the entertainment of the compa- 
vy ſcem d the laſt thing which either re- 
Collected, and I march d off, to enden 
vour at. enge: the 1 88 W 


The " po 


Ou a glorious i when the moon 
ſhone, as if 8 v e by, her c own 19 
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v7 «And 8. r o er a world of faow,” 
this brilliant aſeinbly; compos'd 'of the 
young and the gay of both ſexes, were 
all at- cards! How,” at fight of the tables, 
did I reprobate a diverſion, ſo habitual as 
ta become neceſſary. Can theſe be young 
men, and young vomen, thought I, juſt. 
entering into life; with all the paſſions, . | 
the feelings; the animal ſpirits; ineident to- 


* 88 Has their. blood any flow? 
1 Have 


a 0 
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5 


5 1 countenances. any expteſbion ? 
None. They are ſo many /vdldreſt' au- 


4:25 tomatons. Or at beſt, ſo man) grandamen. 


and grandfathers. Diveſted of their far- 
chingales and ruffs indeed; but with l 
_ the coldneſs and ſeverity of age on their 
brow : its formality in their air, and its 
apathy in their feelings.” Love, the firſt 
difQtate of nature, is baniſn d from, or 
negletted in the circle, and every conju- 


gal, or maternal affeAtion, keeps weaken» 


ing in proportion. Cards, from the amuſe · 
ment, become the buſineſs of their lives; 
2 un in ſome hour of chagrin, or ill- for- 
tune, they are aſtoniſh'd at the ſtrength of 
an jovi and they haye never endea- 
vour'd to ſuppreſs, and which it is then 
too late to ſtruggle with. The tables muſt 
Nil be fill'd up, and the riſing 0 e 
ere call d in, to aſſiſt at them. A female 
gambler ! a creature, whoſe, foul, can lie 
ae for Wd . only to paſſi- 
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ons which diſgrace it I ſbudder at the | 
_ idea, and reſt, with" additional fondneſs, 
on the image of one, who, 'tho* brought 
a devoted and involuntary victim at the 
ſhrine of vanity, ſtill treaſurd in her 
heart,” thoſe virtues and feelings; which 
tender d it ſo invaluable; nor produc'd 
the precious. board, but to © thoſe who - 
could eſtimate it A board, which leaves 
all the wald of the univerſe, beneath it, 
Dſznee it renders h happy, and me fo. 


- Lord: Melrofs, ſor aſter came in," He 


gave me a letter he had receiv d two hours 
before, from Captain Erſkine, Who is ar- 
riv'd in town; but ſaid not a word of the 
quarrel . Le then rambled round the ta- 
bles, and had the happineſs of being ſet 
down te one, by Lady Somerſet. ' I drew 
out my little Virgil, and retreated to the 
ſopha, where Lady Melroſs, ſoon after, 
join'd me. She amus'd herſelf, with all 


that indolent gayety, which is peculiar to- 


mw in. talking on- the. moſt frivolous. to- 


K.6. N * 


* 


_ (vith a ſort of exultation in her eye;)— 
What I thought of the /racas between her, 


ver d, with an affeRation' of gayety, * that 
bw belie y l ſhe did it maliciouſly, to ſhew the 
. weakneſs of our ſex, and che power of 
her on; but thatſhe ought to be content, 
Vith che victory over my Lord, without 


* * 


* of 
2 
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pies, and playing with ber W 
turning round ſuddenly, ſne aſk'd me, 


and my Lord.? —The air, the word, the 


 . queſtion, all ſtruck me with a powerful 
diſguſt. That ſhe ſhould have fo. little 


delicacy, or ſo little ſenſibility, as to re- 


5 gur to a ſubjeR of that nature, and to do 


ſo in the language of a neus · paper ſerib- 
bler The wife of Lord Melroſ, to do 


ſo, ſpoke her, little worthy of him: 1 an- 


being cruel enough, to lead me in at 


the triumph; en as, 1 es ane of 
ber allies - 
gut tell me e dae, which 


of us did you think, would gain the bet- 
ter 2 > 


191 | U. - * 
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fb The one who had n debe, 
r tp Nane | 
Pho! pho!” chock ag delve 
chat is hot what I mean; but you are a 
_downright-Frenchman ;- you ſing Tr Deum 
for being beaten. However you cannot: 
but grant, that the advantage lies where it 
ought, fince it would be hard indeed, if 
I had not come off W d on our 
firſt ſkirmiſh”? N tae 
« You mean: then pay our ſex g. 
compliment. AN GET 2 
| „Hos fo” Cad. td 
By giving us credit for- the larger - 
ſhare of reaſon.” _ 
_ © Give us but the larger ſhare of power; 
and we. will compound for the reaſon, 
ſhe anſwer ' d- gayly.—“ But what think 
you of my Lord's temper, Mir. Nugent . 
Very highly with à little manage- 
ment; very moderately without it.— He 
has a deep ſenſe of the juſt; a ſtrong ſen- 
fibility for the amiable, but indulgence for 


N 

. 
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bim, is not his diſtinguiſhing excellence.” 
chen, am amidſt thoſe'who have 5. 
lies and weakneſſes, I ſuppoſe.— thank yo 
for the hint. My Lord will popes. 
for it to0 perhaps. neee pet tt 
le does not want it, thought I. Again 
e had recourſe to nee on e 
ane ned un ie 
Does Kat Helen, Sir, eke! any: 
| eben eee 0 tom? . 
That depends on herſelf— 
A propos! —1 wonder how. e 3 
Mrs. Obrien does l Her friend! Oh, 
thou ungrateful woman! thought I, again! 
had. ſhe. not. been diy ſniend, thy . 
friend, thou hadſt never borne a title, I 
_ two-plainly, ſee, Tn; e 10 
| ey: 48 * 
e. heard any; Gir er her; 
Sie” The pointed, manner in which this 


queſtion was aſk d, leſt me no doubt of 
her meaning, She made it, however, ſuf- 


. - 
fiiently 


* 
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5 Seiendg Wr by glancing ber eye on 
8 iſh abſurdity; a wy uh een 
r term d it) Aſſur d me ſhe was not jea- 
bos; and/concludedithis ſtrange confer- 
ence, with à panegyric on Mrs. Obrien. 
f D of being jealous indeed, I acquit her; 
| but this incongruous mixture of artifice, 
and gayety : this indifference' to the eſteem 
of Lord Melroſs, yet ſolicitude to engage 
his attentions, all beſpeak a wrong head, 
and a cold heart, She diſtinguiſhes him 
only becauſe he is diſtinguiſh'd of the 

world ; and will be the dupe of that, in. 

inſtances, where it will not, as now, con- 

duce to her honor. She has paſt for a 
wit, even with you; but 1 confeſs, I ſee 
nothing, but an affected vivacity; and if 
ſſhe makes you laugh, it is always at the 
erxpence oſ another. Indolence and an in- 
_ teſſant deſire of amuſement; appear to. 
ws, her . tl and to be. 


AK 


ſiꝛnt to Groſvenor-· Square, to prepare for 
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aun idol; the | Ge objeRt«ofther life.” 

luxuries, its pleaſures; re we 

mene as: _ conduce 110. 

"1 eat the hour, ka; theſe. will — 

it. will en . "the. lat:of> OR: - 
ments... e eee 6, 
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I have juſt receiv d yours, and will not 
fail to meet you, exactly to the time you 
appoint, Lord and Lady Somerſet go 
to town. to- morrow, with the. chief of the 
pertye thoſea that remain, will, alſo be 

diſpers d the: nent day, and directions are 


, the:reception-of-Lord and Lady Melroſs. 
Ee is not well j yet affe cts A vivacity, 
that deceives every one around him.— 
The graat. difficulty of meeting Mrs. O 
ren; 1 believe, lies at his heart. The 
ſooner it is ſurmounted, the better. 1 af. 
ect, however, ta be ignorant of his feel- - 
ings, for when a generous and noble mind 

i condeſceuds:. 
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condeſcends to the hypocriſy. of happi- 
neſs, the veil cannot be withdrawn, with 
oh rooting tho heart it covers, 
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iel ave mica; n et t 
in: BEET, Spenſer- Houſe, March, 1 


© friend, and impatient to embrace you. 
The lights and carriages at your door, 


drove purpoſely. down. When ſhall 1, be 


1/do. not mention your coming here.— 
Here! where. you ſhed ſo many bitter 
tears, and in h) dreſſing- room too. 1 
ſhall never call it mine with pleaſure a- 
HR | We are, however, to remain here, 
I find, which will be, in ſome degree, a 


would otherwiſe. have been the caſe.— 


l N vere 


. E 11 1 * bit * 111 


Da Obrien—From Lady M Nugent. } 
Am juſt 'arriv'd in town, my dear 


alone prævented my ſtopping there, for we 
Ukely to find you at home, to-morrow ? 


. yeſtzaint upon our meetings: but not 1 


N hope, A great one. It i 18, of the two, bet- | 
ter. than being in Groſvenor · Square, which 


Lord Melroſs, 1 have ſeen: he knew we 


” At SY. | ww JF VP. WV 


- 0 ” \ 


eb 


eee am 95 | 
_ welcome us. He enquir'd after you. 


Tenderiy enquir d. But it was with a ten- 


derneſs void of emotion, that ſeem d the 
reſult of eſteem and teſpect. Io WII 


meet, I now perce ive, with the calmneſs 


you wiſh. + On his part,” the ſtruggle (if 
any there was) is over; and what is there 


you are not equal to? He told me he 


ed their return to town. This a ſee, 
every ching is prepar d. Arm yourſelf, 


my beloved Sophia, and do not fink un- 


der one, ho can never be your rival, 


in any thing but fortune, and perſon.— 
Let her diſplay thoſe filly ornaments, of 
which ſhe was ſo vain; let Lady Somerſet 


x enjoy the oftentatious glitter, ſhe has ſet 


in competition with every "natural and 


mental advantage. Folly, weakneſs, and 


vice, have conſpir'd to oppreſs you: but 


your revenge is within yourſelf. "Thoſe 
e ſighs 


— © —- 


Subd Which biber the hean/ yer mature 
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r. Obrien and Davenport, are at length 
* to ſome accomodation. - 1 approve 
highly, of the reſolution the latter has en- 
_ ter'd into, with regard to any further con- 
deſfions. If Mr. Obrien ſuppos d, that by 
winning your conſent, he was ſure of your 
truſtees, there is no violence of temper, 
you would not have to dread. My little 


I will. oY him vith-me—till * 1 
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Herbert has borne his journey manfully. 
| >—Appoint. your own hour to-morrow, and 
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n . Helen deen. Mr. 
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; : Frs hand Plus, Maid" 
HAT you ſhould be in town, 
| without my being. able to welcome 
you there, or that I ſhould be nominal 
miſtreſs of a houſe, in which thoſe I love, 
muſt enter with ſecrecy or diſguſt, is a 
ſubje ct of the deepeſt regret to me. Oh 
Lady Helen! is ths then, the end of all 
thoſe delufive proſpeQs, with which I en- 
ter'd life. —Friendſhip! fortune] love 1 
but I will not recur to them,—They were 
vapours that once ſwam before my eyes, 
but the firſt. tear that fell from thence, 
extinguiſh'd them. A voman in practice, 
tho' ſomewhat more in theory, I fluctuate 
by turns, between reaſon, and deſponden- 
cy. A thouſand contrary impulſes, har- 
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anne, 


maſs, and 80 me.—I look aid. ON 
the whole univerſe, and behold only a ſo- 
- litude.—1. fink, oppreſt with that, and my- 


ſelf. I ſtruggle, riſe, nk; and riſe again. 


Such is my lifo=nacqui per penare viuo 


per piangere, & e fer. non . piu re- 
Kue. att; Mee 


SWINE 1181 908 ieee eee 15 ef _ 


: To-monaw ben you vl ſee ona 


trary charatier: the vigor of mine, is loſt. 
Vento you, 1 cannot dwell, bur at 


moments, on thoſe painful topics, which 


ſeem to engroſs me. They lie at my 


. heart, and dread to reach my lips. Mp. 
Obrien will he out by ane o Clock at 
furtheſt, and I ſhall den impatieniiy ex- 
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; Tv Hr. dee Lay He i 
TRE einne Es d l tte 62 | 
ck | | 8 
| 2400 Hog Marek 
1 Hoped, my dear friend, to have Sn 
-fome hours again with you, either this 
| morning, or to- morrow; but my mother ; 
which will not leave me the power. 
Shall I ſee you to-morrow evening in 
'Groſvenor-Square ?—Say,'yes! you mul} 
not defer it. Lady Melroſs, aſk'd me, if 
ſhe ſhould ſee you at Court; I told ber, 5 
I believ'd you were indiſpos d. The pa- 
pers inform d you, they were both therel 
She was elegantly dreſt.—Sir George 
Irwirn has prefented her with à 'watch- 
chain and bracelets, worth a thoufand 
pounds; and her jewels are ſuperb. —Bue 
what are theſe advantages! dangerous, I | 
fear; - 
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fear ; ſure, I am, ſhe is not the more ami- 
able, — perhaps not the happier, for poſ- 


ſeſling them. However they are advan- 


ren world ; a 1 em 
not going to ape the philoſopher, ſo far, 


as to deſpiſe them. Great have been the 


debates, with regard to our going to St. 
co 3. To be in London, and not! to 
: be preſented, ſay all my family, is to ſtamp 
myſelf forever with infignificance.—But to 
go, on the mere credit of having once 


borne the name of Spenſer, however my 
reception might be ſecur d, would ſurely 


be rendering myſelf, and Mr. Nugent 
ridiculous. Without! him, 1 will not go.— 
Mich him, he ſays, I cannot; not a drop 
olf noble blood, can we trace in his veins. 
What buſineſs had the ſon of a poor 
painter, to have more underſtanding, more 
teal learning, and more aGtive morality, 
NT OT ee e ee 
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| My ht wid «ths: of rabies, cho- 
ſen for the purpoſe, were lock d up four 
bours, like a grand jury; in deep deli- 
beration on this important ſubject. Who 
was his grandfather,” aſks my mother. 
N Wine · merchant, e Edvard 


very gravely. e e pt ett 4 
„His uncle!“ o ve 17s 

| tl, Clothier!“ „ HT TNT LE FPR 
%% 


Some Soldiers, ſome Len fome s 
N he believ'd.” _ 
10 Merciful D what a Ft Bu 
arrangement! cries Lady Somerſet. 
Not a gentleman in the family * cries 
the toothleſs Lady Dunglas. e 
Not one Madam; returns Mr. Nu» | 
wont; with a bow 'thas CaO his 
words. | 
„ Mercers! Weavers! Mandi 
Not even a literally perſon amonglt thee (2 


exclaims another antique. | 
Vol. III. 5 . a lere 


1 


. 
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* * Mere Hottentos, Madam i 0. La- 
Gude AY Key Jakks to be 
al ©! the buſinefs!““ adds the mo- 
Nn the pere e md Lady 
* Oh nn nothing * extitims the 
whole party unanimouſly. . 
Nothing, nothing, dear ladies!“ re- 

echoes Mr. Nugent. Heaven, en it 
had given us all two hands, as many legs, 
a pair of eyes, and a reaſonable quantity 
of brains, never thought of a coat of arms, 
tho' an article full as neceſſary in this 
world, nds of the above mention'd. — 
The error, I fear, cannot now be reQi- 
| fied, and Lady Helen will have the good- 

veſs to take me as 1 am.“ This faucy air, 
(and moſt agreeably ſaucy, his was, when 
| He ſpoke it,) did not do; they took it for 
bamittity. We were voted out of the con- 
ſultation, and a grand genealogy vas at 

enen fabricated amongſt them; at which, 
1 
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1 ha and Melroſs NE Mr. Nugent 
would never heve been ſerious again? ſo 


many odd cratigues did they make upon 


ney coach, in order to diſpoſe of it; for 


Edward ſwore he would not face it out, 
for both the Indies. But this treaſure, ſo 


invaluable, is unfortunately mere parch- 
ment, to any body but ourſelves; and 
would certainly be reſtor d, for leſs than 
half-a-crown reward, They then thought 
of firing the houſe ; but a more expediti- 


dus method was gently hinted by my fa- 
ther, and, under his auſpices, Lord Mel- 


Somerſet) convey d this precious monu- 


ment of Our grandeur, to the llames, 
where it was quickly conſum'd.—Her 111 
dyſhip bridled when ſhe came in z me 
beiher expoſtulated ;—the executor of che 


miſchief, laugh d, and: ſaid a few Fr things 
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„ Vet you u to be a genera 
Edvard, (no offenee) faid my father. 
Why elſe chuſe a profeſſion, which con- 
feſſedly ſpeaks an ambition above the reſt 
of your n ene 15 [inks to 
you as my ſon.” F | 

Vou do me honor, my Lord! ee 
imagine I contemn birth, becauſe 1 think 


* 


3 it unneceſfary. On the contrary, 11 


nor, and value it. Noble diſtinQions, im- | 
ply original merit in thoſe who firſt 
ceiv'd them, and are a fort of brilliant 
vapour thrown around it, to point it out 
to the admiration ef all, and the particu- 
uur emulation of the fortunate inheritor. 
But there are ſtill nobler, to which every 


man may without vanity aſpire, and with- 


out weakneſs may eſtimate. He who dif- 
tinguiſhes himſelf, appropriates that, of 
which great birth is only tlie ſhadow, and 
bears 3 patent of nobility, from 4 be- 
ing to whom the 1 earthly one, is 
Indebied for his... 
1 That | 


7 * 
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* That Mr. Nugent cath: a profeſſion; | 
15 which he was elevated above thoſe, he 
has courage enough, not ta diſclaim,” ſaid 

Lord Melroſs, appears to me, leſs an 
effort of reflettion, or pride, than of that 
ceongeniality which ſubſiſts between noble 

minds and noble purſuits. The love of 
the fine arts, a thirſt for literature, or a 

ſpechlative diſpoſition, equally incline us 
to that mode of life, in which we may pur- 
ſue them with conſiſtency. He who adopts 
either, cannot be accus d of ſimply wiſh- 
ing to riſe, to what the world terms a 
gentleman ;—he ſeeks only to be himſelf ;—= 
and involuntarily acquires a name, while | 
| he gratifies an impulſe. 

. -* You have done me juſtice, my 1 | 
faid Mr. Nugent, tho in terms more 
flattering, than can well accord wich that 
expreſſion. DiſtinQion, as diſtinttion mere- 
I, I ſhould deſpiſe myſelf for deſiring; 
but -confider'd only as included in more 
noble purſuits, I do not cenſure — 
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Whilft it is either the reward, the jncite- 
ment to, or the memorial of a merit, 1 
bot one; but that has been ſo great, 1 
dare hardly aſpire beyond it: and, what 
is rather fingular, the honor, has ſtill been 
but ſecond to the happineſs.” He look d 
affeQionately at me, as he ſpoke. My 
father wiped his eyes, and ſmiled on both. 
What ſhall we do, my Lord; with this 
old-faſhion'd couple? addrefling himſelf 
to my couſin. IE 

- *« Send them back to Arcadis, or they 
will make half the modern "— * 


—  themſelvesina wetk.” 


Fu don't intend to be one of . 
my Lord,“ ſaid Lady Somerſet, very 
gravely, —— 

Does your Ladyſhip fee any. thing 


»- 


of chat kind in my face ?; return d he, 
compoſing it wich a dry air. What ſay 
you, my dear?” turning to Janetta, for 
| of the | . my 


| INNOCENCE. N 


my mater, be perceiy'd, did not much 
admire his gayety. 185 | 
Truly, my Lotd, you have a "FT 

ſpirit of your own; if any ſuch vulgar 
fate awaits us, I believe it will fall to my 
lot.” A pſha! from Lady Somerſet, ſi- 
lenc'd all parties; ſhe call d for the cards; 
Lord Melroſs vaniſh'd ; Janetta look d at 
her watch, and order'd her chair, to 
I which Mr. Nugent led her, and return d 
to be nail'd to the whiſt table, tho his 
Virgil lay in his pocket, more woefully 


penn'd up, than poor Aſmadeo in the 


conjuror's phial. I went to my dear 
boy, whoſe ſmiles gave me a pleaſure 
beyond all the jewels of the Indies, till the 


hour of ſupper arrived; when Edward's 


eyes reproach'd my deſertion, till he al- 
moſt made me laugh outright. ——Adieu, 
my dear friend, ſhall I ſee you to-morrow ? 


Yours ever, 


F454 HTM Nur. 


0 - 


» 


. riod ROK I can promiſe myſelf the plea- 


* 


2 1 OR'S 1 9 8 F 


Le TT E * | LXXXI. 85 


5 =_- 


5 To 2 aue -u. Urs Obie 


1 4 


Portlnd-Place, OR, Up 


I” wil fene; my dear friend, 7 


your wiſhes, and my own' ideas of pro- 


priety, by meeting you to-morrow in Grof: 
venor ſquare. Forgive my weakneſs, if I 
have thus delay'd it:—it is a hard Arug- 
gle! I do not bluſh to confeſs i it. Was 
Lady Melroſs a delicate, a generous wo- 


man, I think I could ſee her without-pain, 


3 but ſhe contributed to wound me, at a 


moment when every pang ſunk deep. — 


But 1 will, if poſſible, efface the remem- 
brance, and ſee in her, only; his N and 


— * - % 


your. relation. CTR IF 


” 
—— «©, R 3 
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— 
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5 1 am going to Winbrook. You will 4 
ſurpris d at ſuch a retreat, at the only pe- 


ſure 


*-4. 


Net | Tate of ſevini you; tho? by che wa 


„A maſqued ball!” cid, des... 


- E . 
— 


* 
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not without conſtraint. But my motive I 


aàm ſure you will approve; when you hear 


it. Mr. Obrien din d at home to-day.— 
- A'cireumſtance ſufficiently. ſngular, to pre- 


pate me for: ſomewhat. more. After din- 
ner we remain d tete d tete. He was not 


very loquaeious, neither was I. . 
am chinking, ſaid he, throwing him- 
ſelf bach in the chair, his toothpick in his 
hand 1. am thinking to gte maſqued 
ball next weexk 1 a 


*© It-will be more elegant than a rom, 


arme with his . ſill fixt en | 


fire. He $979 an $- 
Vou are: dreamiog, Mr. oben. 11 
replied. au enen 

Why 162” flid he, e turn. 
-; 4 Can; you think, Sir, in the ſituation 
ol our affairs, of incurring, this vinter at 
laaſt, an additional expence ?- 20 
8 | eg 1 | «© Why 


— 


— — 
— — _ * 
— — — = 2 — — 
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© © Why what the devils he mar wi 


n 


de all unknown ee me, zam 


1 made no anſwer, but, ang Ruch 


| Hook the adjoining room, a long, lotg lift, 


of bills, moſt of them incurr'd for him- 


on the table ——— _ 
« And- what am I n theſe N. 

* Piſcharge them, I apprehend, Sir!“ 
80 1 will! but our foreſathers had an 
old - faſnion d way of ſetiling that bufineſs; 
ve, their wiſer offspring, have hit off a 


much better, and always ſet afide an old 
account, by contracting a new one. Burn 


"theſe fellows papers; give them each a 


freſh order; and you'll ſee the--powder'd 
monkeys bow to the ground, * home 
as happy as ſo many princess. 

Excuſe me; Sir; I cannot adopt this 
em; to teach the weak ta ape the vi- 
ces and follies of their ſuperiors, by oblig- 
ing them to live upon both, is to-ſap the 


foundation of civil lociety and make a ge- 
| neral 
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neral — 10 honeſty 5 and for- | 


be ay. of de void, Mis. Obri. 


en; 


ſhrugging his ſhoulders, and half 
Whiſtling. Ik en Pay. the ſcoun- 
dels, do!” 


Vu beſt know I 8 
Then I recommend you to go on as 
other people do. I ſhall only juſt obſerve, 

that if you don't chuſe a ball, you may N 
chance to have an execution in .your - 
' houſe; and,, of the two, I really think 
lords as good company as bailiffs. 
© An execution, Mr. Obrien! and not 

a.year.claps'd |'—— - _ 

© Very.true darker! bat if vou chuſe 
_ to ſettle, your. fortune in ſuch a manner, 
that. it is..of.. no uſe. either to yourſelf or 
any one elſe, you muſt take the . conſe- 
quence. Fame already reports you had 
none: and Vho de you .think.ill take 
the trouble to go to a muſty fellow like 
Davenport, to enquire? In ;ſhort, when 
F. 6 vo 
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. 3k "OY once in for it, to Uve way, is 
the only method to live at all; ſo whe. 
ther it is your pleaſure, or not, affure 
Long I ſhall ſend tickets in your name.” 
As you pleaſe, Sir. But aſſure your- 
ſelf alſo, it will be only my name! I ſhall 
ſet out for Winbrook on Saturday, nor 
will 1 return; till next winter. You do 
not know the ſpirit you provoke. My 
. my fortune, are yours to de- 
roy; but the integrity, due to my own 
| heart, and thoſe around me, I will pre- 
ſerve at the t es eg . 
| eſt. * n 
Herolcs, Madam “- 5 
| Common ſenſe, Mr. Obrien! com- 
mon honeſty . Vou think me unfee}- . 
ing, Sir; inſenfible of injuries 1 do not 
reſent, and devoid of reſolution, becauſe 
J endeavour to ſuppreſs Tultenneſs. But 


kn me better! She who dares to aim at 
conquering | herſelf, is equal to any other 
ue 1 will never interfere with your 


, 8 pleaſures, | 


| 2 97 = * * Po 8 
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irritate you by petulance ; leave me then, 


'brook—to. Winbrook !— Ah, Mr. Obrien, 


* 1 


do I not conquer myſelf, when I wiſh to 


go there? Þ endeavour'd to: conceal 


of mortified grandeur, ach er e bell, 
calbd for bibdhac 999g abs © 


Have I your * Sib? wr ad! I, as 


he was going. 
Madame eſt la en by; ace he, 


your company more truly by leaving town, 


| than remaining here; where the ſhort; pe- 
riods of our meeting, are embitter'd by 
_ "the fear of interruption. At Winbrook, _ 


, 


you 


pleaſures, "or your purſuits; 1 will never, 
i poſſible, veary you with reproach, or 


Sir, all that you can leave me, the rec- 
titude of my mind. I demand your per- 
miſſion, 1 even requeſt it, to go to Win- 


| my tears. He look'd at me with a ſort 


marching off, with an air: and with goes 
permiſſion,” I ſhall certainly depart. I 
know not even; whether I: ſhall-not ra 


* 
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happy days, before you ſet off, and I 
dare anſwer- for Mr. Obrien not leaving 


authorize Further extravagance. by. draxe- | 
ing upon Davenport, except it is to ſettle 
the accounts due. Even in the country, | 
it may not be in my power, to avoid com- 


-plying with Mr: Obriens requeſt; but his 


have. ſo much cauſe to cenſure me. 


extenſiwely; for What would.. become of 


diſtinctions . Chaos would come again, I . 


fear, if every thing was reduc d to perſo- 


nal merit. Have you heard any thing 
of Lord e engine. I am 
| | told 


condutt will not at leaſt receive the ſanc- 
- tion of my preſence; nor will the world 


_ -noble. anceſtors! le may ſafely do ſo. I 
would not recommend his example very 
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told, is a widow, as the Captain was kilrd 


in a duel three weeks ago. Mr, Obrien, 


ſays it is a truth, and he is likely te. 


* - - g — 
* * 


\Adieu tin to- morrow. My heart is 


very heavy at the approach of this viſit; 


but it muſt be. Once more adieu. Will: 
you truſt our little Herbert with me to 
Winbrook ? Von ſaid the air of London, 
did not quite agree with him; a week in 
the country, might perhaps, be of ſervice, 
and as you have been oblig'd. to wean 
a it would be only weaning | VE”: 
Remember it is to me. 5 


FR yours; 
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15 if 7 dreaded viſit, is at length er. 


4 


and your congratulating eye afſur'd 
me, ft had" commanded my ſelf as. I wiſh'd. 
"AV then is welF; it was rather my pride, 


| than wy heart, that dreaded” the- encoun 


ter. Oh! that heart Would indeed have 
ſunk, had it been conſcious of a-crime. 
How diſtinguiſhing, was the reſpect; the 
attention, of Lord Melroſs/ Happy cir- 
de! if Janetta knows all her happineſs, 
what wilb there he wanting, to it. The 
mild ſecurity of your air; the late flatter'd 
beauty, fo chearfully.matroniz'd-into the 
retir d and tranquil wife, the equal, but 


unofficious tenderneſs: of: Mr. Nugent, 
whoſe eye involuntarily. wanders, till it 


reſts on you, while: thoſe of both ſeem 
, 


tion of the mind, Love, friendſhip, con- 


Pantheon, and Ranelagh ; 
town to fulſil that engagement. It is my 
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' equally to admit the gene rous ones of 
Lord Melroſs, to penetrate, and reflect 


their ſentiments, unite every gentle affec- 


fidence all n eee it " or 
aft e 


4 * 


They urg'd me to go vin them to the 
'T ſhall ſtay i in 


laſt ſaerifice to the opinion of the world, 
at leaſt, where it claſhes with my own | 


ideas of propriety. But ſcandal itſelf, 


muſt ſurely be filenc'd, when I have been 
ſeen in their firſt party. Lord Melroſs 
tells me, he ſees Mr. Obrien often.— 


| What can he mean? Not from choice, I 


am ſure; fince he ſeeks him not, it is 
plain; and tho” familiarity ſubſiſts, all ideas 
of friendſhip has long been paſt between 
them. I have my fears leſt the latter is 


indebted to his Lordſhip, for favours, he 


ought to bluſh to want. At any rate, by 


ö withdrawing 


« 


* 
. 
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n myſelf, 8 acquaint- 
ance, or obligations, may ſubſiſt, they can- - 
not be conſtrued. into u compliment to 

| „„ r * 
TFauoou will doubtleſs be of our party at 
| | the Pantheon, after which we part, my 


__ | _ dear friend, till 1 ſee you at Winbrook. 
tes bay wah me; aſſure yeurTelf 1 wil 
play the mother, and the fond one. My 
eee Mr. e ah 
; LE T. 
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e eee 


wi. * Winkrook, "i 
VER render. ever r indulgent, and only 

too partial, is that friend, to whom 
1 am indebted, for thoſe bours ſo happi- 
ly paſt before I left town. I am here in 
tranquillity at leaſt. Winter ſeems to have 
made an early adieu, and the ſoft breath 
of RY awakens all nature. 


ew Ex F 


;/ þ06 Ev a now, 18 the yeual hear, 
"« Sullen, 1 ſee his train retreat; | 
101 « The tugged hoſt, ſtern Eurus guides, 5 
Who on a tav'nous tyger rides. | 
 6:Dimifigur'd, on whoſe robes are ſhewn, 
F «© :Shipwrecks, and villages o'erthrown, 
Gim Auſler, dropping all with dew, 
In. marble clad of watchet hue ; > 
1 And cold, like Zemblan favage, ſeen, 
* Still threatning with his arrows keen: 


And 


Vu. 
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with what grace, I ſhalt proceed; and 
ought. rather to have reſerv'd my quotati- 
on, to have fill'd up a flat period at the 
| concluſion of my letter, than to render all 


that is'tb follow, dull, by platitig it at the 


Beginnings There however it is. a 
| > EA * Nc N 


elt leer child bay * a warm ad- 
mirer here, (where indeed does he pe 


and of a gentleman of ſome confequence, 


tho' I queſtion whether you ever ſaw him; 
a nameſake too—Sir William "Nugent. 1 
was ſitting -in the parlor with the ſmiling 
rogue in my arms, when a carriage drove 
up. and before I could ſummon Mrs. Wil- 
liamſon, -a"gentleman was uſher'd in, (as 
to an empty room) by James, who, not 
being too bright, never ſaw me, as I was 
Wen on the * with the door. The 
1 FP 32 | conſequence 
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conſequence. vas an embarraſſment on ; | 
both ſides, which was reliev'd. by his gueſ- 


ſing at me, and announcing himſelf. He 
bad enquir d, he ſaid, for Mr. Obrien in | 
town, and underſtood he was at Win- 


brook, being come over himſelf upon bu- 
fineſs from the -Lord Lieutenant, which 


would detain him ſome time in London: 


He took great notice of the child; com | 
mended the vivacity of his eyes, the little 
auburn curls, already peeping over his 

forehead ; and paid me many high com- 


pliments, which oblig'd me to undeceive 
him as to the relationſhip.. He then fell 
upon Mr. Obrien's private concerns: — 
hinted that he had heard they were de- 


rang'd, and that ſo young a .managereſs | 
as myſelf, could hardly teach one œõο = 


my, who never knew the word. From 


this, and the general tenor of his behavi- 


our, I perceiv'd he had been taught to 


regard me as an extravagant fine lady, 
and yas ſurpris'd hen he found a woman 


D apparently 
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apparently domeſtic. We then talk'd of 
you; being led into the ſubjett, by his 

ſaying he was going to Spenſer- Houſe, on 

political buſineſs with Lord Somerſet.— 
He aſk'd me the cireumſtances of your 
marriage, and was agreeably ſurpris d on 
finding it was your infant ; declaring you 
tuo years ago: and 1 ventur d to aſſure 
him he would not find you alter d for the 
worſe. Lord and Lady Melroſs came 
next on the tapts ;. I ſpoke of the former 
with a reſerve which made Sir William 
ſmile , and tell me with good - natur d rail- 
lery that he was either a greater favo- 
rite with me, or a leſs one, than he de- 
ſerved.” He then engag d himſelf to re- 
peat his viſit ſoon, and took his leave, with | 
a polite | familiarity, that leſt the moſt, a- _ 


pe rr * 11% Wy 


* 


ad Sir William 60 ae 2 to 


the e inta Mr. Obrien's 
- concenms, 


7 
4 
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concerns, he mult mean to affiſt him in re- 
trieving them; and it will be a favoura- "il 
dle opportunity for me to urge a ſepara - | 
tion: his firſt viſit has prejudic'd me in 
his favour; not that he is handſome, tho' 
his perſon is perfectly agreeable ; he ſeems 
about fifty, rather tall, and, like Mr. Obri- | 
en, genteel, without being well form'd.— 
Neither are his features remarkable. But 
his forehead is open, and white; his hair 
grows back upon it, and gives his whole 
countenance expreſſion and gentility. His 
manners have that perfect cafe, which, tho 
it marks itſelf acquit d, is as winning as 
natural grace. And this, with a plainneſs 
of dreſs becoming his age, and rank, con- 
not fail to impreſs every one vith the 
idea of a man of faſhion. Throw yourſelf 
in his way if you meet, for I am folicit- 
ous to make a friend, and know not 
how ſo effeQually to do it as through - 
you. Ps F : | 1 


eee nes 
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I have. been riding his morning, and 
8 u tas been of infinite ſervice to me; part- 
ly indeed becauſe I was in ſome danger 
of breaking my neck; my horſe having 
been too long idle. For that neck, bow- 
ever, I had ſome value it was plain, by 
the ſtrenuous efforts I made to ſecure it; 
while poor James remain d in a cold ſhiv- 
er at a diſtance; for I am no maſculine 

© rider you know; and he is ſo little accuſ- 
tom'd to ſee tricks of that kind, that. when 

| x diſmounted, be exclaim'd with u fine | 
- Country tone, Lord |bleſs'ee, Madam, | 
dont ee mount that there jade again I 

| have choſen this ruſtic in preference to our 
more modiſh footmen ; who are indeed L 
0 

0 


too much on the model of their maſter, to 
render their preſence ONO when he 
_ bs not with INE. | / | + 4 7 4 | 1 
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To Mrs. Obrien— From Lady Helen | 
| Nugent. 


— 
1 


' Spenſer-Houſe, April. 
OU were right, my deareſt Sophia, in 
believing youacquitted yourſelf as you 
could have wiſh'd on your viſit in Groſve- 
Square. My congratulating | gaze indeed 
purſued the friend of wy: heart, with ad- 
miration and reſpet. You never ſhone 
ſo much as when you enter'd; mild, ele- 
gant, gentle; no unruly paſſion aroſe to 
diſturb the modeſt confidence of your eye, 
only a graceful mixture of all were blend- 
ed upon your cheek. I do not often al- 
low myſelf praiſes, which you may term 
_ exaggerated; . the above were Mr. Nu-' 
gent's words. You have rivall'd me, I 
afſure you, for he ſpeaks of you with an 
| enthuſiaſm not leſs than my own. There 
1 Vol. III. G is 
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is indeed much l * to be done, my dear, 
in thoſe Who feſolve to do much. But 
from indolence of mind in thoſe of a high- 

er ſphere, as from that of the body in 
hbumbler ones, ſpring half the follies and 
vices of the world. They never riſe to a 
ſtruggle with chemſelves, but err they know 
not how, purſue the track they know 
not why, and end, in arraigning the Power 
which infus d into them paſſions ſo ungo- 
vernable. Whereas could they but once 
have reſolv'd to ſhake off that lethargy, 
which renders them an ealy prey to every 
veakneſs; but once perſuade themſelves 
never to yield, till they had endeavour'd 
to conquer, how. many "would be ſpar d 
the moſt bitter and laſting regret! nor can 
thisbe delay d: for habitual ſupineneſs of 


mind, is as fatal to its powers, as that of 


ag and renders them unft er 
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I have ſeen Sit William Nugent. He 
is really a faſcinating man, and has ſacri- 
cd to the graces, till they have liberally 
endow'd him, (the without brilliant un 
derſtanding or captivating perſon,) with 
every charm a Lord Cheſterſield could 
point out. He dined with us, as did Mr. 
Obrien; and che former maintain d very _ 
freely, that you were the lovelieſt woman 
in England, or Ireland: Dnotwithitanding | 
the raillery of his nephew. It is no ſe- 
eret, that Sir William is to be created 
Lond Killarlo; he came over for mn we” 
7 we | nk „ every Wie * 
4 400- plainly perceive it is my fate to die 


the Lady Bountiſul of my neighborhood. 
To ſpend my youth in the old-faſhion'd 
nudy of pleaſing my huſband, and grow | 
old in the midſt of grey-bair'd tenants, 
and ſmiling grand children. Emerg d ſud» - 
n from a quiet retreat where every. 

G 2 day. 
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day brought with it only the little cares 
of domeſtic life, and every evening was 

- endear'd by their reward, where ſolitude, 
- ſerenity, and a contented heart, inſpir d 
hourly the warmeſt ſentiments of grati- 
tude towards Heaven, and benevolence 
to man, I find myſelf plac'd in a brilliant 
circle, where the profeſs'd buſineſs of each, 
is 'to entertain, or to be entertain'd; I 
ſtrĩive to be amus d; I perſuade others 
I am ſo: but unfortunately, I catch either 
myſelf or Edward in a gape, which de- 
ſtroys the deluſion,” - Till 1 am dreſt, . 
am all buſtle; after, all inſipidity. Then 
it is hideous to fit, walk, or ſtand, near 
ones huſband; very true! but by this 
means, I loſe all the charms of his con- 
verſation; and without being a fond, or 
an officious wife, I may ſurely deſire to 
be his companion; the conſidant of an 
opinion; or the ſharer in a jeſt. It is 
certain they will reach me in the courſe of 


— 
* — 
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things, but it is alſo certain; that thoſe im- 
portant trifles, which cement either ſriend- 
ſhip; or love, vill often not be retain'd 
beyond the moment; or if retain'd, will 
neither be repeated by. one, or liſten'd to 
by the other, when both are dying. with 
| wearineſs and ennui. From this I would 
infer, that matrimonial felicity cannot ex- 
in 10 any degree of perfeRtion in a gay 
life. It is almoſt impoſſible, however ar- 
dently you may deſerve it, to live for one 

alone, whilſt ſurrounded thus with hun- 
dreds. His approbation cannot be the 
. fole aim, becauſe the world engroſſes him 
too much to leave him time for minute at- 
tentions. Ceremony intrudes upon the 
happieſt hours, and the huſband is often 
oblig'd to give place to the viſitor. Your 
cares, in dreſs, in converſation, nay, even 
in houſehold matters; are for others, not 
for him; and he can only conſider him- 
ſelf as a ſharer with them. He loſes in 
a word, (or ſeems to loſe) that Prome- 
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| hed power of unn every word, of 
thought, which alone "can ſatisfy, or pre- 
ſerve, the heart of a lover. I return from 
my ſplendid 'excutfions, to receive from 
be Nugent, a'more flattering tribute of 
applauſe, than all the admiration of 4 
drawing-room can beſtow. He tells me 
I am handfome; and I think myſelf fo in- 
deed.” His praifes could make We vain, 
if he Was a lover but he is a haf- 
up ned they 1 me e N 


My biviher, we are told, is af Paris.— 
It is certainly true, that Forteſcue is dead. 
—The lady will perhaps therefore think it 
- decent to return. propos! I aſk'd 
Sir William, if Mrs. Davenport was in 
Dublin, he ſaid ſhe had been there, ane 


— d . e ene 
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Seeber Meß, 1% 
Have three paragraphs of intelligence 
extraordinary. The firſt is extraordi- 
nary enough in conſcience for à week's 

wonder. Miſs Irwin has elop'd with Mr. 
Erſkine. They are by this time at Gret- 
na-Green; and Sir George is inconſola- 
ble. Had it been any other man exiſting, 
he ſays he could have pardon d her; but 
never will own for his ſon-in-law, one who _ 
ſtrikes at the title and fortune of Lord 
Melroſs, however feeble the blow. The 
truth is, however, that Sir George dup't 
by a weak fondneſs for his ſon, had for 
many years entirely neglected his daught- 
ers, the general cares of a parent e, 
Nor did he awaken to a due attention of 
N gets (obs afterwhich, a$18 
8 G4 uſual 
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uſual in ſuch caſes, from indifference he- 
fell into the oppolite extreme of unbounded 
indulgence. The error has puniſh'd itſelf! 
and Mr. Erſkine has play'd a wiſe game, 
in ſecuring an alliance, which cannot but 
do him credit, and a fortune which tho 
but ſmall, (ſhe' has five thouſand pounds 
independent of her father,) will enable 
him to carry on the litigation. If he loſ- 
es it, (as undoubtedly. he will) the cauſe 
of reſentment will preſently ſubſide ; and 
he will ſtand the chance of a very fine 
eſtate from Sir George. And if he gains 
it, as he weakly flatters himſelf he ſhall, 
he will be elevated far above any other 
views. This is my firſt intelligence. — 
The ſecond more nearly concerns myſelf. 
Can you believe that my brother has had 
the weakneſs to marry Lady Georgina? 
We have had a letter from him, dated- 
Paris, in which without any ceremony he 
deſires our congratulations, and aſſures 
us, Forteſcue was a worthleſs fellow, that 


did 


— 


= | 7 
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did not know her value: he ſhall bring 

her back ſhortly,” he adds, to Spenſer- 
Houſe, and is in the interim, ours, &c.”"— 
Here's French eaſe for. you,” ſays my 
fathers folding the letter; I hope with 
all my: ſoul: ſome petit maitre will ſtep in 
ta make him. repent his frolic ! for repent 
it he may, before he enters Spenſer-Houſe.” 
She was. a woman of birth,” Lady So- 
merſet obſerv d tho! not with the moſt 
placable air in the world. I was not, in 
their opinion, entitled to ſpeak, nor ſhould 
L:indeed at any rate have .interfer'd, tho' 
not over delighted, at having a ſiſter · in- 
law..ſo. weak and ſo erring.;. With my 
biother's. perſon, rank, and even under- 
ſtanding,: tho! govern'd as it is by paſſi- 
ons, prejudices. and Faſhionable follies, 1 
have ever. hoped he. would unite himſelf, 


(or rather, be united by his ſriends,) to a 


woman capable of making him happier, 


and. better: they have, 1 fear, nothing 


86.65 now 
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now before them, but the uſual routine of fol. 
lies and extravagance, which will probably 
end in a divorce. Theſe extravagancies, 
I much fear, it will not be long before he 
| has the power of indulging; to the utmoſt. = 
1 think my father in a very bad ſtate of 
| health :—his aſthmatic complaints gain 

ground continually, and a variety of o- 
thers make inceffant; tho flow attacks up- 
on him. He is in high ſpirits, however, 
being prontis'd the vacant ribhon ; and 
| has attach'd himſelf with freſh zeal to 
politics, of which he is the downright ba- 


. - 1 
— e - * = : * , * . - 
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My third piece of intelligence touches 
both of us. Lord Melroſs has been very 
ill. A fever of a violent nature, attack'd 
him laſt week'; but its duration was pro- 
- portionably ſhort. However, it frightep'd 
us all moſt intolerably, and' has effeQual- 
ly deliy'd his journey to Scotland. They 


are going. down to Mount- Herbert, for 
| the 


the benefit of the air. But nn Mel- 


4 * * 


— — 


roſs carries a little world with her, I ſhall | 


not be of the party. He now goes out, 
but it has chang'd him a good deal. As 
to Mr. Nugent, I ſee he is no philoſopher 
when people are ſick. In one of his buſ- 
tles he - Joſt bis Elzevir Virgil. What a 
mortification! I thought we ſhould have him 


_ to'-nurſe.-next; However, he has reco- 


ver d the grief: and the reſtoration of his 
friend, ſeems to baue obliterated i it. Will 


it be convenient to you if I ſpend two 


or three days at. Winbrook next week ? 
FE, _ not. OR. nnn me.. 


KL . 


lieve me, I miſs him, as much almoſt as 
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To Lady Helen Nugent—From Mrs. 
0  Obrie 


| Winbrook, May.” 
1 Have once more then, loſt you, my 
dear friend ! loſt you indeed ! for the 
houſe ſeems a deſart after ſpending a week 
with you in it. My ſweet boy too! be- 


his mother. I had ever an extravagant 
fondneſs for children. That exquiſite af- 
feftion which reſides in the heart of each 


parent for the other, ſeems in them ſo ſweet- 
ly to blend, that the playful graces of infan- 
cy are hardly neceſſary towards rendering 
them intereſting, Well did the poets 
feign love under that form, which fingly 
» concenters all the tender affections of the 


mind. Nor is mine capable of imagining 


a . greater than that woman en- 


joys, 


* 
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joys, who, happy in ber choice, ſees her · 
ſellf ſurrounded: by the blooming teſtimo- 
nies of a love, ſacred in this world, and 
acceptable in the next. Enabled to tranſ- 
mit her own. virtues to the boſoms: of 

others and to create in ſome degree their 
foals. Bleſt thro' the various ties, the 
condens'a affections rarify as they warm, 
and ſpread in wider circles thro” the whole 
range of the univerſe. May yours ever, 
as nov, afford you all, that n. 
| can th | 


- 


| Sir William: Nugent has paid me ano- 
| cher viſit, and ſent me a very elegant ſer- 
| vice of china.: but Mr. Obrien was not, 
as we expected, with him. Strange man! 
it is true, Sir William is his uncle; and 
neither young or handſome ; but as Iam 
not very old, a tete d tete was rather. ridi- 
culous. I put on however, my moſt ma- 
tronly face, and receiv'd him with the 
d | whe + beſt 


To > on "OF 


© i oF 
= 
1 
- 
= 
. * „ 
— 
. 
- 


ERKORS'Or 


wi 
— 

* 1 
3 t 


| beſt grace I was able, on finding he was 
alone: he behav'd; as he always does, with 
elegance and reſpett. Preſſing me never- 
theleſs to go to town. Upon which, 1 frankly 
told him my objeftion, and he underook. 
to make Mr. Obrien more reaſonable in 
the article of expence. F could not then. 
refuſe this. trifling compliment; to one 
whoſe conduct entitled him to my. eſteem, 
- and gratſtude- I. ſhall therefore ſpend a 
fortnigit in Portland-Place very ſoon.— 
The rather, as I cannot: always avoid 
meeting Lord Melroſs, unleſs. I diſeonti- 
nue riding: for ſurely he lives on horſe- 
back. I went to Mount -Herbert the o- 
ther day. She vas indiſpos d, and could 
ſee nobody; but well might you call it a 
world, for the inſtant I rode ap; I was ſur-- 
rounded. Dear variety call'd them all 
forth, tho there was not one who would 
have gone a yard in London to ſee me. 
It was with difficulty Leſcap'd being drawn 
| 47 mite 


* 


vn 


into their parties, hut the ples of in 
health, at length ſecur d my repoſe.—— 


Adieu my dear friend. —Kifs Mr. Nugent 
for me, and make my compliments to the 
dear . een ' 


b S. Onx1Ex. 


1 4 © x 
0 . N 4 
- 
* * 
% : * 4 - * 
* 0 ' : 
| : 5 : 1 
- 
, 7 i 
44 wo TE : 2 N. 
” 4 4 — 
- 
o 
» 
F A ” . 
_ » 1 7 * - 3% 
* - 
ny 0 * * - * ' 
IU _— Fi . * 1 * N 3 
* 
* 1 * 
5 * » - 
- 
® 1 
* 
N * 
A * 
% 
- 
þ — 3» - 6 
? - -- . 1 
- 
— 
- 
— k 
. * 
: 
. 
S - 
, * 
* - " 
N 
% p 4 
, 
* 1 - 
. 
. 5 " q l 3 
= 


236 ERRORS OF. 


Wl 8 56 3 + 7+ Ws — - © » - » Wi 


D. Mrs. Obrien From. Lady. Helen 


« . Spenſer-Houſe, May. 
188 Mr. Nugent for me, and. — 
1 1 my com iments to the dear boy.” 
K A modeſt requeſt indeed Sophia, and the. 
| laſt I ſhould. have. expected to hear. from... 
you—Mr. Nugent returns you-a-thouſand - 
acknowledgments,. but cannot poſlibly ac- 
cept the favor: from anꝝ other than. your- 
ſelf. 1 have therefore : deferr da it till we 
meet in Pordland-Place; am- I: not an 
obedient wife, my dear? However as our 
o return begins now. ſeriqully, ta. be thought 
of, I ;am. very happy to. find. we have a 
chance of ſeeing you in town. * I heard 
an odd ſtory of Mr. Obrien, the other 
day. He has been very near a duel,. on 


account of a gaming debt, but che matter 
= was 


— > 
1 


brother, and by the information of a2 
hand, ſomewhat too delicate to be the 
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was made up, I did not hear by whom: 
but I ſuppoſe Sir William Nugent. And 
now for Fay: oe. e pit 
Sitting en the coi; Lfawa 5 
flaming travelling equipage, three ſervants, 
their horſes in a foam, drive with rapidity 
into the Coach yard. The door was o- 


pen'd, and in a faſhionable riding frock, 
hair d la mode de Paris, out ſtepp d my 


property of a maſculine body, which reſt- 
ed on the front window, I concluded, he 
was accompanied by his fair bride: and 
ſending Williamſon down with the ſtricteſt 
orders to deny me, as every body elſe was 
out, I return'd ta play bo-peep at the win- 


dow. My father's firſt favourite and con- 


fidant, Vaughan, was parleying with my 
brother, and, as far as I could gueſs, 
pleading the orders of his Lord, for re- 
fuſing him admittance. Vaughan was a 

| bold 
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bold fellow you will ſay 3. fo thought I. 


A lady's feathers were viſible at the 


"== of ſeeing, till by a toſs of contempt, 


. FE perceiv'd- it to be indeed the fair Lady 
Gcorgina, to whom: Spenſer gave his hand, 
and repulſing Vaughan with the other, led 
_—_ in, in defiatice of all oppoſition. — 
Von will eaſily gueſs, that by this time 
1 bad retir d to a more private apart- 
ment, from hence I heard Spenſer bid 
them tell that inſolent fellow, (meaning 
Vaughan,) that if he preſum d to appear 
before bim again, he would have him 
thrown neck and heels into the Coari.— 
The door of the room was then mut; 


but a violent ringing preſently enſued, 


and my brother's voice was again exalted, 
tho his ordinary key would have ſuffic'd 
to gratiſy me. He afk d who was at 


bome ? And I ſcarce breath id till I heard 
them: return in anſwer, that my father 


2133 n 
- 
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A eber were gons to h 


in the Park, and Mr. Nugent, and I, to 
make viſits. Lady Georgina then ſcream- 


eck out for chocolate and the door was 
once more mut. It drew near dinner 
time ; and I could perceive by the unbue- 
kling of trunks and commotion of ſer- 
vants, that they were determin'd to re- 
main; tho” (as if they had foreſeen the 
hurricane that awaited them, no one re- 
curn'd home. At jength Edward came 
up, and reliev'd me with the affurance, 
that my father and Lady Somerſet 
would foon be there, as he had ſent a 


ſervant to patrole the Park, in order to 
ſtop the coach, and had enter'd bimſelf _ 


by the private door, to avoid being ſeen. 


which time, the thunder roll'd very audi- 


Vly below. At length, a fort of calm 
| ſeem'd to futceed,' and Lady Somerſet 


came up. 1 knew * her complexion 


&:* +4 1804 
| ih 
| | e 
4 " 


In, at length they came, and Mr. Nu- 
gent and I paſs'd near an hour, during 


{ 


| 
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the had been very angry, and ſhe took 
care to confirm my opinion; ſor throw- 


ing herſelf in a chair, ſhe began declaim- 
ing moſt vehemently againſt diſobedience ; 


ing herſelf ſhe had not been a 


ſetting . ſuch an example of undutiful- 
neſs in a ſhameful match, as ſerv'd for a 

precedent to my: brother, and would one 

day be deſervedly my curſe i in my child 
ren.“ A ſpeech ſo groſs, fo bitter, made 
even before the man whom ſhe had eve- 
_ ry. reaſon to reſpect, left me no longer 
miſtreſs of myſelf; and I told her, that 
if ſhe knew. not how to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween. an alliance contraſted with a wo- 
man whoſe conduct diſgrac'd an elevated 
rank, and a man who had ennobled an 
obſcure one, 1. left it to herſelf, and che 


_ - world, to determine, at ſome future pe- 


riod, where the defect lay. That whilſt 
1 had the honor of being under her pro» 


I tection, I had ever treated ber with the 


"_ 


— 


mother; and lefturing: me ſeverely ſor 


ggg rr 


FNN CENCE. 2 


reſpe& that was due, but that I was now 


a wife, and a mother, nor could 1 with- 
out violating - the duties of both, privi- 
lege inſults which might then juſtly be re- 


| ſented; as ſpringing from me. She look'd 


at me with inexpreſſible rage and con- 
tempt, and riſing majeſtically, ſwept 
out. I, who am algays a coward when J 
ſeem braveſt, follow'd her to the ftair 
head; ſhe repuls'd me with  hauteur, and 


turning ſuddenly round, I found myſelf 


almoſt in the arms of Mr. Nugent. 

+ © You have acquitted yourſelf ſo well, 
both as a wife, and a mother,” ſaid he; 
ſmiling, that I only regret you were 
not ſooner both,” —** Nay, nay,” he add- 
ed, drying my tears, I will not allow of 
this ; you have rais'd your own charatter 
in my eyes, and taught Lady Somerſet a 


leſſon, ſhe will one day bluſh not to have 


known.” Dinner” was announc'd, and we 
en into the 1 which ſeem'd en- 
velop'd. 


% 
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| vclop' d in one: ſtately gloom. My bro- 
with a /\graciouſyeſs which would have 
made me glad 80 ſee him, if I had not 
N caſt my eyes on my. little diſagreeable 
ſiſter. Her Ladyſhip has however, brought 
over a new complexion, as well as new 
cCloaths. The liule eye: brows which adorn- 
ed a face, not unlike in colour to a cream 
arches, mare ſmooth and dark than ebo- 
ny, admirably ſet off hy raſes, which have 
being Aa little impair d by beat. Take | 
ber however, as a compoſition of art, 
powder d, patch'd, and painted, in the 
high Pariſian taſte, and ſhe is much im- 


nme 1 


proy d aa woman, ſhe is leſs agreeable 1 
than. before, and 1 ſhall he ſurpris d if 3 
- they agree, a month longer, as they had * 
warm ele- e e of their b. 
4 $4 127 
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ence. Mr. Nugent was wondering after 
dinner (as he regularly does once nie 


. 
' * * 
# 
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card up de ae e che the differ- 


© where he could loſe his Virgil. 
Pray my Lord,“ ſaid He agg to 
my brother, * did not Virgil write a Ho- 


mer?“ Spenſer, tho not troubled with 


learning, did not lock too wife you may 
gueſs; the reſt ſtar d. 

Certainly, Madam, ſaid Mr. -Nu- 
gent, with admirable preſence of mind, 


_ * he wrote long ofier Homer.” 


” 
— 
* 


Edward tells me he has been talking to 
my father about our return to Mulberry- 
Mount. He has defir'd we will ſtay a 


month longer, at which time, he will go 
with us, and ſpend a few weeks there, 
before he proceeds to Edinburgh, where 
bis preſence will be neceſſary to Lord 


Melroſs. 


be 
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Melroſs. Mr. Nugent did not much in- 
cline to ſtay, but as he knows my opinion 
of my father's health, he left me- the op- | 
tion, and J inſtantly decided in favor of | 
a compliance. Sir William Nugent, aſ- 
ſures me you will be in town next week, 
T ſhall therefore write no more, and im- 
rn enpedt to ſee you. 


* Yours ever, 


* 


HzIEN Nvcent. 
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| To ro Lady Helen dere Mrs. Obrien. 


* abrupt departure from ik — 
aſſuring you, I ſhould remain till the 


| expiration. of your laſt week there, muſt 


have fill'd you with ſurpriſe. A moment 


vill however, juſtify me in your opinion; 
Sir William Nugent is, in ſimple terms, a 


villain; and that, of the very worſt ſpe- 
cies, —One, who under the maſk of all 
thoſe graces, which generally attend the 
mellow and ſedater virtues of age, con- 
ceals a ſelfiſh and depraved heart.—One, 
who could violate every tie without re- 


' morſe, and preſerve all the ſang-froid of _ 
good breeding, whilſt he plung'd a dag= 


ger in your boſom. Againſt the turbu- 
lence of libertiniſm, we may be Peper d, 
but "wy ſuch as ** look a We - 


- 
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t And do their work with. bows and ſmiles, 

| « That like engin'ry;/ more miſchievous -- 

“ Than fleets, or armies, or the cannons thunder,” 
What puniſhment is ſufficiently ſevere ! 
vet ſuch is the man we have truſted, - 
admir d, careſt. With what regret did 1 
often fee Sir William, (weakly good*na- 

tur'd as 1 imagin d,) ſupply Mr. une, 
extravagancies, with ſuch ſmall ſums; as 

collected, would have been a real — — 

to his affairs, which I now too plainly per- 
ceive are in a worſe ſtate than ever; and 
ho did a ſingle hour, overturn the obſer- 
vation of the preceding month. On the 
morning of the day I went away, I wasalone 
in my dreſſing· room, with ſome letters of 
yours, and books lying before me, when 
Sir William, who had then been our gueſt 
© about a week, tapp d at my door, and 
- alk'd if Mr. Obrien was with me. On 
my anſwering in the negative, he feem'd 


i "nr Val Aa ned, nd oom phein dl ef 
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his having begheded to give him be in⸗ 
formation, upon a buſineſs” he was to! 
tranfatt that morning ; adding, as an after 


thought; that if I would honor him, he 


ſhouldlearn” more of the matter from me in 
a quarter of an hour, than from his nephew 
in an age. I ſaid, I would attend him.— 
No,“ ſaid he, ſmiling, * 7 vill attend 


you,” - And inſtantiy enter'd. . He ſat 


down near me with the fame eaſy polite- 


neſs he would have done in any other 


| apartment; and, without noticing my em- 
ployments, or offending me by an appear- 


ance of idle curioſity, ſpread a great 
many papers before me, which, he ſaid; 


contain'd an eſtimate of Mr. Obrien's | 


debts, and copies of the deeds of mort- 


gage on his eſtate, - which he aſſur'd me 
. had never been worth more than ſeven 


hundred a year, and for many paſt had 


hardly produc'd half that ſum, thro' ills 
management, tho' his tenants had been 
rack'd in a manner ſhocking to humanity. þ 


— 


py 


1 time on the affair. —Sir William made a 


N 


/ 


To ſell it, he ſaid, was impoſſible, as it 
is entail'd, and devolves to an infant of 
ſeven years old, in caſe of deceaſe; and 
it had already been too much dip d, (to 
uſe his own phraſe) to allow him to raiſe 
a ſingle ſhilling on it. We talk'd ſome 


long propaſal, which ſeem'd generous, tho 
I did not clearly underſtand it, except 


that part which regarded Mr. Davenport, 


Who, he ſaid, had refus'd to advance any 
more. I inſenſibly grew warm, and be- 
tray d my ſentiments on many points, and 
particularly my wiſhes to ſeparate from 
_ Mr, Obrien, in a manner I had not in- 
tende. He appear d to liſten to me with 
attention, and recovering ſuddenly from 
a reverie into which I ſeem'd to have 
| plung d him, | 
l perceive,” ſaid he hs my hand, 
with an air of ſympathetic benevolence, 
that your ideas are too delicate, to be 
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happy in a union with my nephew, had 
he even the tenderneſs and reſpect for 
you, he wants; and however charm'd, 1 
find myſelf in even a nominal relationſhip 
to ſo much beauty and virtue, I cannot 
but regret its coſting you ſo dear. — The 
diſorder of his affairs, and his total inſen- 
| (bility to thoſe, as well as every becom- 


| * ing conſideration, leaves us, I am ſorry - 
to fay, little hopes of his amendment: 


and ſhould they, (which I much doubt,) 


be ever adjuſted, we may expect the fame _ 


- derangement, every three or four years. 
Jo prevent, however, your ſuffering by 
his extravagancies, 1 am determin'd not 
to interfere, unleſs he allows you a ſepa- 
rate maintenance.—Nevertheleſs, as, even 
then, your income cannot be equal to the 
rank in life you are entitled to hold, 1 
propoſe to make my houſe and fortune, 
yours. —It will be no apparent impropri- 


ety in the eye of the world, my age and 


relationſhip confider'd, and, on che con- 


1 
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been perfectly honorable.— You ſhall ac- 


tation oſ your beauty has already reach d. 
 —Tho''I propoſe to make my chief reſi- 
dence- in- London; in à word,” all that 
ſplendor and affection can beſtow, ſhall 
combine to make you happy, and atone 
for that ttiſling difference of age, every 

day will render leſs perceptible,” . 


come | with his benevolence; tho“ not 


poſal, can you rank me with thoſe weak 
_ women; to whom that is a ſubjett of diſ- 
 guſt?—A good heart, and a good under- 
ſtanding, muſt be valuable at every period 
of life; and may mine become contempti- 


hut I was not born for ſo happy a fate, 
2s that of paſſing the ' remainder of my 
days, under the protection of a father. — 
For N "ned I, half . into tears, 
are 


f WR will prove your wn to have 


company me to Dublin, where the repu- 


Age! Sir William,“ cried 1. over- 


inſenſible to the abſurdity of his pro- 


ble; when I ceaſe to reſpett it in others. 
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= are indeed my father, Happy in your 
affection, the ſplendor you promiſe, I have 
been taught by misfortune to deſpiſe. — 
But all hearts Sir William, are not like 
yours. —Mr. Obrien will never part with 
his victim, and the world will but too 
No, my deareſt creature, interrupts 
ed he, throwing his arms round me, © the 
world will never cenſure a union, the 
charms of which they ſhall never know. 
As to my nephew, a ſingle word of 
mine, ſhuts him in a gaol. Judge then 
if I am not circumſpe& in my meaſures! 
and, fince affur'd of your conſent,” —he 
would have kiſs'd me Good Heavens! 
my dear, the odious man would have kiſ- 
ſed me. What I ſaid, I know not; but 
it was ſufficient to convince him of my 
aſtoniſhment and indignation.—He col- 
lected his papers with the moſt perfect 
indifference; ſaying, he was ſorry for 
my ſake, there was any miſunderſtanding © . 

5 between us!“ — But I loſt all power of 
H anſwering, | 


« © 
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anſwering, at ſight of Mr. Obrien. Un- 
able to conceal my agitatation, I inſtantly 


took my reſolution, and recounted the 
whole of the affair in few words —He 
| ſmil'd,*bow'd ironically, and thanking me 


for my kind intention, aſſur d me, he did 
not inte nd to meddle with any other pow- 
der at preſent, than that Harmleſs kind, 


 » of which his valet had beenepretty libe- 
ral. "; J leſt them fit companions, but had b 


hardly gollegted myſelf, and form'd the 


reſolution t inſtantly going to Winbrook, ww 
"George Irwin was announc'd.— 


when Sir 


. 


I could have diſpens d with his viſit at this 


moment, but little diſpos'd as 1 was for 


mirth, it was with the utmoſt difficulty I 
kept my countenance at fight of him.— 


His little odd ſcarlet jerkin, with his 


green waiſtcoat, had ſo much the effect 


of a parrot, (which he is not very un- 
like in face,) his bows were ſo endleſs, 


and his toupet ſo high, and white, that it 
"a was 


aa”. . ²˙ ä its A. oe . A ̃]²— 
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was ä an exertion of the muſeles 
to be grave. It is true, my ſpirits, were 


afloat, and any thing would have tempt- 
ed me to laugh or to cry. The weather, 
the amuſements, and the faſhions, were 


at lerigth. exhauſted ; we had even touch'd 


upon politics, when a profound Yilence 
prevail 'd,for full five, minutes, which were 
ſpent. by me in drawing and undrawing 


the ſtrings of my work-bag, and by Sir- 


George, in beating time on his ſnuff-hox, 
to a mental tune. How long this would 


have laſted; Heaven. knows; but Sir 


George, after many examinations of my 
countenance; at. length aroſe to take 


loave. In riſing alſo, I dropt my knot - 


ting ſhuttle, ſciſſars, and many other trifles 


of the ſame nature, which he pick'd up. 


Whether my abſence of mind, and ap- 


parent anxiety, ſtruck him then, particu- 


larly, or whether he ſuddenly gain d cour- 
age; I know not, but taking my hand, he. 
ap9logiz'd for the liberty of detaining me. 

| H 5 | aa 


of perturbation, doubtlefs very ridiculous 


tc him; who did not know 1 had reaſon 


_ equally to fear the old and the young.— 
He was extremely diſconcerted, and heſi- 
. tated a long time. — But at length told 
me, that however ridiculous profeſſions 
of' friendſhip might appear from the lips 
of a common acquaintance, he had ſome 
claim to mine, by the high one he bore 


me; in fine, he hinted to me, that 


Sir William had been careful not to leave 
the world in ignorance of his intended 
generoſity, in ſettling Mr. Obrien's af- 
fairs ;” affur'd me, © he knew his charact- 
er well,” and, in fine, generouſly offer'd, 
either by his fortune or intervention, to 
be of whatever ſervice to Mr. Obrien, I 


might deem neceſſary; anid, with an ardor 


which beſpoke the beſt kind of underſtand- 
ing, that which ſprings from, and is go- 


vern'd by the heart, prohibited my reſu- 
4 | | ſal, 


- — 


concerted, I reſum'd my ſeat with an air 
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ao en Ms alen my denctude— 


How does the plaineſt, the moſt aukward: 


exterior, derive graces, in proportion as 
it is the abode of the virtues !—The 


coarfeſt cheek, when fluſh'd with benevo- 
lence, the moſt ineloquent tongue, when 


render d tremulous: | by - ſympathy, has 


charms; which, as they are beſtow'd by 


one boſom, will immediately find a paſ- 


ſage to the other. It was not in my po-π]- 
er to accept the intervention he offer d; 
but deeply, fincerely, did I feel it.— The 
object of my deriſion a few moments be- 


fore, he now became that of my reve- 
rence, and affection. I ſaw him oppreſt 
at- once with his own misfortunes, and 


mine; and when he regretted with a de- 
gree of ſenſibility unknown to half the 


vVvorld, the miſconduct of a daughter ten- 
derly beloved, my feelings were awaken'd 


in his cauſe, and perſon ſeem'd abſorb'd - 
in mind. I repreſented Mrs. Erſkine to 


him in the beſt light I could; but he 


H 6 ſtopp'd 


ſtopp'd me: with an air that admitted not 
2 reply.— It was not even in your pow- 
er to defend her, Madam,” ſaid he, and 
may it prove a leſſon to other parents, ne- 
ver to cultivate the underſtanding of a 
child, beyond its heart, leſt with unfeel- 
ing diſcernment, it ſhould one day wind 
_ itſelf into theirs, only to wound it more 
_ ſucceſsfully.” He then left me with an 
abruptneſs more touching than a thouſand 
- ceremonies, to reflect at leiſure on the 
different conduQts of the elegant, the well- 
bred Sir William, and the unpoliſh'd, and 
unattractive Sir George. Adieu, I an 
2 to Ga 
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Th IP INT he On 


— | Winbrook, July. 
I Begin to grow vain of myſelf, my 
dear, —Adverlſity, if it has not made me 

$ a happier, has made, me a better woman, 

| and I have juſt paſt a ſtruggle, infinitely 

| more difficult than all the temptations Sir. 
William Nugent could offer me. I. rode 
this. morning, and, for the firſt time, met: 
Lord Melroſs alone. I may truly ſay, I 
never ſaw him look ſo well, tho' 1 view d. 
him with a much more diſpaſſionate eye 

than uſual. He join'd me, and we diſ- 
cours'd, on a number of trifſes, frivolous. 

_ enough in themſelves, | but; which each 

 enteayour'd to enliven, I was very col- 
lefted, he, very gay, except when he ſpoke 
of Lady Melroſs. He ſaid, © ſhe was 
very ill, extremely in, ” and dwelt upon the- 


ſubjef. 


— 


1 wbjes with the ſtrongeſt enderncſs both 
| of tone and manner, often regretting the 
neceſſity . of his journey to Scotland. — 
We then touch'd upon Sir William, and 


1 thought Lord Melroſs betray'd inad- 
vertently. a degree of curioſity and ſur- 
priſe, on finding me rather recede from, 


| than confirm my former encomiums of 


him, that violated thoſe rules of indiffer- . 


ence. and good manners, we had- ſeem'd 
mutually to lay down for ourſelves... At 


length, we reach'd Winbrook:. He dii- 


| mounted to aſſiſt me, and 1 lligbily ald 


him, if be would not walk in. His ſer- 


vant, (Who, I ſuppoſe doubted not but he 
"would, ) had taken the opportunity t to 4 
buckle ſome of the accoutrements of his 


' horſe, in order to adjuſt them. In con- 


ſequence of which, he ſaid, he would fol- 
- low me. 1 turn'd naturally to the leſt, 
as I uſually ſit there, püfuing fome HY 
jet on which I was ipcaking, aud laugh- 


ing 


% 
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ing at the ſame moment, till raifng my 
eyes to his, I ſuddenly perceiv'd in them, 
an emotion ſo apparent, and ſo deep, that 
1 had fome difficulty in-avoiding' an excla- 
mation, that would have betray'd my per- 
ception of it. I then, for the firſt time, 
recollected I was in the ſtudy, and refle@- 
ed upon that ſolitary and penſive air, dif- 
fus'd over it——Books, work, and ſome 
muſic, lay on the table, yet profound ſi- 
lence reign'd throughout the houſe, and 
the Venetian blinds, which had been turn- 
ed to exclude the fun, caſt a ſoſt light 
over the whole. For a moment my mind 
was a perfect chaos; but its powers almoſt 
as inſtantaneonſſy return'd: the reſtraints 
to which® I had habituated myſelf, the 
ſtruggles 1 had now been accuſtom'd to 
conquer, all roſe to account, and I faw with 
felf-congratulation, that I was miſtreſs 
of my own feelings, on an occaſion, Which 
would once have render'd me pens | 
* their victim. 


a „And 
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"66 And PRE you: 0 here?” ſaid he, 


throwing himſelf on a chair next me, and 


reſting his arm over. the back of. mine. 

Ves. generally, return · d I, He fixt 
| bis eyes intently on me; agitation, tender- 
neſs, a. thouſand ſtruggling. nations, 
ſeem d rifing there. 

I live here,” continued I, “in a . 
litude equally. ſuited to my taſte, aud my, 
fortune, except when Mr. Obrien enlivens. 
it. Books, work, and. r paſs, 

away whole hours. 

They are: very. en interrupt 
ed he, in a lo and tremulous tone, who 
engroſs thoſe. happy periods you. devote 
to the latter. 

© Thoſe; fortunate; beings, my Lord, 
have the honor of ſurrounding : you. At. 
leaſt, the better part of, them, in their writ- 
ings. Again he lool d at mes a ſort of la- 
tent diſtruſt aroſe in his eye, as if he thought. 

_ 1, diſſembled. One weak; one erring 


glance, would, I dare believe, have urg d 


an: 
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an explanation, criminal in either. Thoſe 
penetrating eyes almoſt awaken'd. in my 
heart, the treacherous ſenſations, I . 55 


| ſpent, months im conquering. $0585 2] 


was once here, — ſaid he, and with 
drew his arm, from my chair, as if he 
meant to have. taken my. hand,- but with- 
held by a woe 8 again he 


ſtopp d. 7 pol 
„ bas Shade bans my Lack very 77 


often ; and will be ſo again, I hope, when 


Lady Melroſs has recover'd her indiſpo- 
ſition. I am not türn'd anchorite, tho 
I boaſt of my ſolitude, and only wait the 


arrival of Mr. Obrien, to aſſemble once 
more that circle of friends, amidſt which, 


1 hope both now and ever, to have the 


honor of ranking your Lordſhip.“ 
„That I am happy enough to be fo 


; rank d by Mrs. Obrien,“ return d he; ri- 


ſing with a more collected air, has been 
the firſt plenſure of my life, and its greateſt 
| diſtinction, 
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{ Alison, 1 have 6 es emitle 
myſelf to it, he added, pauſing, no 
matter how! the facrifices, like the re- 
ward, are here. Lady Melrofs will be 
_ (60 happy} in being able to mingle in 

+ that diſtinguiſh'd tirde' you' enrich,” and 
which 1 ſhall not fail oſten to recolleR, 

- tho" it vill not be permitted me to make 
one of it.“ He juſt touch'd my hand as 
he ſpoke, with an air half gallant, and 

half Jad; made his compliments again at 
the window, at which 1 ſtood, having 
drawn up the blind and was out of 
fight in a moment. And now, my 
dear, have I not done well? Convinc'd of 
my indifference from my tone, my man- 
ner, the ſmiling air with which I watch'd 
him mount, after compliments which he 
-. might reaſonably ſuppoſe; would touch, 
and affect me; he will accuſtom himſelf to 
conſider me with thoſe ſentiments I have 
bur d to n and whatever my 
heart 


r ES 


heart may ſuffer for awhile, every future 
hour will better enable me to fupport the 
conteſt, as every paſt one has hitherto 
done. Lady Melrofs has a large ſhare of 
his affeQion, it is plain; may ſhe poſ- 
ſeſs it all, is the fincereſt prayer of 
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1 Mrs. ofs. Lay Helen Nugent 


me Jul. | 

OU have indeed done well, my dear; 

and "deſerve that increaſing eſteem, 

| 9 5 hour gives birthto, 1 in the hearts of 
all who know you. Lady Melroſs has | 
been extremely ill, ſo ill, that my Lord has 0 


loſt an heir, and my mother been fretted 1 

.-. almoſt into a fever. Janetta over-danc 'd I 
_- +herſelf laſt week, tho! it is an exerciſe ſhe 'A 
is not very fond of, which made it the t] 
more furpriſing; but there has been great te 
regret, and confuſion upon it. The joug- r 

ney of Lord Melroſs, has again been de- b 


-lay'd by this accident, but on Wedneſday 

ſe nnight we all poſitively ſet off together. 

His Lordſhip goes on knmediately ; we | 
ſhall make ſome ſtay at Mulberry-Mount. "= 
—We I "toy, for 1 talk of my going Iz 
| to 


| . 


INNOCENCE 166 


w Edinburgh, as there will be_a-neceſſi- . 


| tyfor proving the converſation held by my 


Uncle, when we were firſt introduc'd” to 


this ſon, now ſo dear. Ho my Herbert: 
will bear ſuch journeying I know not; 
for my own part, I-long to be once more 


peaceably at home, however i! fant Sar 


coutumer. 
4 1 ON 


. Lady Georgina has conſented. to put 


_ on: mourning, and to live with her aunt, 


Lady Willingford, for ſome months at 


leaſt; my father would not hear of her 


' appearing yet, as the wife of my brother, 


tho' ſhe had fo little ſenſe of decency as 


to deſire it, and Spenſer was theamore 

reaſonable of the two: it is therefore to 

be-one of thoſe ſecrets every body knows, 
as he is to viſit at the houſe. | 


But what ſhall we ſay to the diſciple of 
the Graces ?. To the. inſinuating, the court- 
ly Sir William Nugent ? Or to that dear, 

f whimſical 


_ (whimical Sir George; whoſe generous 
heart, ſets all the heads in the world at 
defiance? I really burn to tell Lord Mel · 
ruſs of an inſtance of friendſhip; that would — 
I am ſure, touch! him ſo deeply: This N 
"however, Edward ſays, muſt not be. 
| T ſubmit to wiſer judgments, being indeed 
| of opinion myſelf, that the leaſt his Lord- 
| ſhip would do, would be to wring Sir 
William's head off. It vas ſurely a col- 
| Nugent will not hear of it; but after all, 
my dear, theſe men will think better of 
| one another, than: they deſerve; tho my 
i caro foo is not very partial to yours, for 


„ e 


two reaſons ; firſt, that he is unworthy of : 
you, and ſecondly, that he is an Iriſhman :- 0 
for Edward is alittle national, and is doub- n 
* angry with a villain of his own country. Fx 
A weakneſs ſurely, in one who might d 
by a fingle example of vices common to f: 
| 
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* all. I am not, however, upon the whole, 
5 von e Wege wu national ow 
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d „ % den oil Av v5 he” ak: ri 
is 4 Friends, bag — Grſt/it will em; * 
— delten. next ; begs all human race i 
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Says Pope: 7 Mending beißt, and 


volence; of which the firſt: is but the mov- 


Ti 4 
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„Wbt do you think I have done? A 
compleat thing it muſt be granted. Re- 


f 255 * 


ſocial love; into one great cirele of bene! 


x ing principle. And rope, | 21 know, "= 


— 


membering I had a commiſſion to give 
Edward before he went out, I march'd 
down,” and open'd the drawing-room door 
on Sir William, who was fitting with my 
father, and Lady Somerſet. I colour d 


even'to ſcarlet, But I defy you to gueſs 
ex $4 bow 


_— 
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bow I efcap'd.— Only ſhut the door again, 
Vithout uttering a fingle word, and left 
them all ſtaring at one another, and at 
| Sir William, who was in the midſt of a 
very pompous bow. This was downtight im- 
pulſe, for I neither intended it, nor knew 
I had done it, till too late. What account 
Jenn give of myſelf, Heaven knows; 1 
have juſt told Mr. Nugent of it, and he 
is laughing ready to kill himſelf. He ſays, | 
my virtue, is like Falſtaff s courage, and 
teaches me to run away upon m/tinf.— 
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1 0 Mrs, W Tai Hien, 
| Nugent. 


Spenſer Houſe, Jah. 


I Am juſt return'd from a parting viſit to 


Lady Melroſs, who, is ſtill a lit- 
tle indiſpos d, and is come to town in 
order to be gear the Phyſician. My 
Lord was not at home, and before I 
had been there a quarter of an hour, Lady 
Georgina ſerpentined in, with a gown, to 
which all modern gowns are ſhort, and this 


ſhe calls weeds, A terrible accident how- 


ever was the conſequence of this ſerpenti- 
ningbuſineſs; for a pretty little kitten, which 


the nurſe has taught Herbert to notice, and 


be fond of, darted in at the ſame moment 


with herſelf, in full chaſe of her Ladyſhip!: 3 


train, in which it preſumptuouſly frilk' d, 
and roll d, alternately, with a pleaſurewhich | 
Vol. III. 1 increas d 


9 
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| Increas'd, with the increaſing ſpeed of the 
lady; who ſcream'd, ſtampt, and would 
have ſunk had there been any thing but 
the floor to receive her, tho' the creature 
- was. the ſmalleſt, and moſt diverting you 
can conceive. Lady Melroſs was too 
much the woman of faſhion not to profeſs 
| herſelf ſhock's at fo frightfut an accident, 
And every bell vas pull'd for drops. They 
then began diſcuſſing ſome French toys 
Lady Georgina had brought over with her, 
Which produced a very ſober-differtation 
upon the different methods of diſpoſing, 

and ſetting jewels; they "referr'd: but little 
to me, and when they did, I was ready, like 
the mother of the Gracchi, to point out my 
huſband, and child, as my moſt invaluable 
ones. In the midft of this harangue Mr. 
Obrien was announc'd. Where is it that 
Hypocriſy learns ſo much eaſe ? bis un- 
dreſs was ſo genteel, his air ſo careleſily 
faſhionable, and his whole appearance ſo 
| ſtudiedly, unſtudied, as might have dup d 
* 44 * 4 « LA "FX ev en 
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tied thoſe who Each hin. Ee ener A 


to « very gay converſation. What was 


ſaid; 1 do not recolleft, the ladies agreed 
with him, was it a challenge, and be put his 


arm with 2 very impertinent familiarity 


round me. The deciſive coldneſs of my 
manner, however, awed even him; and 


the entrance of another viſitor, interrupt - 
ed the jeſt. I retir'd to the Window, and 
Mr. Obrien followed me; where vithout 


perceiving be had done fo, 1 made uſe of 
ſuch fond expreſſions to the child, as are 


natural; He ſtartled me by a compliment 


on my ſenſibility, and irritated me by at 
tributing to It, the power of awakening ' 
that of others. He continued to talk to 


me fome -time, and I to liften with the 


always intermingled in his character, it is 
now become its ruling feature: ant I, who 
have not been witneſs of the regular gra- 


Wee am more particularly ſtruck with 


* 


moſt inflexible coldnefs. - Confidence was 


1a WM + 
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n d= It has Te = a maxim ad to 
 diftruſt that man, who, under the maſk of 


raillery exhauſts every topic of gallantry, 
Gallaptry What indeed is it, but a per- 
nicious ſcience, adopted by men of the 


world! praQtis'd neither as the expreſſion 


of eſtleem or love; a dubious. mode of in- 
finuating themſelves equally into the moſt. 
vicious, and virtuous. hearts ] a mode, 
which it is dangerous to truſt to, and Tidi- 
culous to fear! Such was exaQlly the de- 


finition of Mr. Obrien's behaviour. He 


made me at length, thoroughly angry, by 
telling me how much he envied Mr. Nu- 
gent, the poſſeſſion of a woman, fo calcuy 
lated to beſtow, and receive happineſs. 

In matrimonial connexions, Sir, re- 
turn d 1, indignantly, you cannot be ig- 
norant, that an avow d envy of either par- 
ty, is an inſult to boch; and I remind gou 
of it more particularly, hecauſe had it not 
been the ruling tenet of Mrs. Obrien 8 
life, you — long ago, perhaps, have 
; | been 


been as ridiculous as unworthy.” ——1 
look d earneſtly at him as 1 ſpoke: I 


, es. os. AV- We 
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expected him to bluſh, to be diſconcerte 
ed; not in the leaſt; on the contrary, 
ua Plagiariſm ! downright plagiariſm !”— 


eried he, taking a letter from his pocket, 


e can produce you chapter and verſe 
If from your lady, Sir,” interrupted 


1. „I am proud to find our expreſſions 


as ſimilar as our hearts. Tho' there is in- 
deed little merit in being of the ſame 
opinion, where it is impoſſible two virtu- 
ous ones can differ.“ 
Faith, my dear Lady Helen,” ſaid he, 
ſmiling, &« Jou had better leave theſe he- 
roics to your friend; who, rather than be 
loſt amid the vulgar croud of life, chuſes 
to ſtalk thro them, exalted on ſtilts, with the 


chance every moment of being puſn d into 
the mire. —Take my advice; leave off 


the heroine; nature made you charming, 
and by owning yourſelf a woman, you 
PR if may 


374 
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WIE. Shameleſs libertine.” cried I, bluſk- 6 


ing with an anger that depriv'd me of the 
power of expreſſing myſelf as I could wiſh, 
+ whom beauty cannot move, or virtue 
reclaim. I have only to wiſh my coun- 
tenance was true to my heart, that you 
might, if poſſible read how deeply I de- 
ſpiſe — 

% Hold, hold, my A Lady Helen,” 
ſaid he, ſeizing my hand, it is an old 
rule you know, that when a lady rails 
I firuggled, frown'd, and * it 
from him, 

« ReſpeQ my rank, Sir,” bad 1 . 
tily, if you do not my charakter; and 
remember, I demand henceforth, that de- 
ference from your inferiority, it was a 
folly to expe& from your principles. 
This ſpeech I muſt confeſs, was better 


ſuited 0 the name of Spenſer, than Ny- 
gent, 
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gent, but I vas to0 angry to reflect 1 had 
loſt the former. 5 


© Inſufferable pride! n he, mea- 


ſuring me with his eye; and ate your fa- 
mily then Madam, a race of goddeſſes! take 
care!“ he ſtopp'd; recolleQed himſelf; 


and, ſtooping with an ironical ſmile to the 


child, who was creeping by my fide, with 


the aſſiſtance of my hand, and the taſſel 


of the window curtain, 


'* Go my love,” added. be „ 08 
compoſe its mamma.” —And with this pret- 


ty piece of wit, he turn d on his heel, fat 
down, with a very impertinent familiarity, - 
on the ſame ſopha with Lady Melroſs, and 


my ſiſter-in-law, and left me to recover 


. myſelf at leifure.—Leifure indeed! for 


© - 


There ſeems to be a ſpell on this jours 


ney of ours. It is delay'd another fort- 


I 4 night 
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night on my father's account: and Lord 
Melroſs, who wiſhes to ſee. Janetta 
quite reſtor'd, (which by the bye, ſhe is, 
only he don't chuſe to think ſo) will not 
ſet off till we do. I vill ſpend two or 
three days with you, if Mr. Obrien does 
not come down ; but in the preſent ſitu- 
ation of affairs, we muſt quarrel if we meet; 
and as I have already betray'd both my 
ſenyments and knowledge of his chara&- 
er, further than is prudent, I am not wil - 
. for both our ſakes, to add to the er- 
I ſhall be with you on Monday, til | 
Ahe my dear friend, 


Your affeflionate, 


HzZLEN Nucent, 
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- Millberry- Mount, Auguſt. 


HE we are at laſt, my dear Sophia, | 
and /have-enjoy'd a week of peace, 

and i retirement. My father bore his jour- 
ney, ſo much better than he ſuppos'd he 


mould, that he only ſtayd with Lord 


'Melroſs io breakfaſt here, and immedi. - 


ately purſued" the road to ' Edinburgh. — 


Mr. Nugent is impatient- to be there, and 

I plainly perceive does not intend to leave 
me any peace,” till Tam 'prepard to de- 

part, which as 1 have neither judgment in 


law matters, or taſte for formal viſits, I 


am not inclin'd'.to immediately, tho? ſor 


many reaſons, I am glad my father is 
gone. By being perſonally known, thro” 
1 d Somerſet, to the firſt people in Scot- 

15 land, 
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land, be extends and ſtrengthens the in- 
timaties of Lord Melroſs ; the latter has 
"already a powerful party, which will eve- 
ry day increaſe, amidſt a nation accuſ- 
tom'd to find talents, and perſonal merit, 
united with rank. Mr. Erſkine has been 
there” ſome weeks; what his hopes, or 
connexions may be, I know not; but 

" fure I am, ours are very great. Do not 
ſuppoſe that I imagine party on either 

fide can reſalve, (tho it may influence,) 

a conteſt of this nature. Nay I am con- 
vinc'd, Lord Melroſs would. neither wiſh, 
or ſeek, ſo undue an advantage: but you 
* e victory is twice itſelf, when the 
achiever brings home full numbers. And 
as one party or the other, muſt infallibly 
unite the ſuffrages, it is not unreaſonable, 
that each ſhould defire to be the per- 
fon. 

Would you works 1 the. matter, (vith 
the apparent. advantages on your fide, as 
they at preſent are,) if you had ground 

| to 


Lord Melroſs. 


- will hardly admit of an anſwer; replied 
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ip yaur own boſom to doubt the juſtice of 
your cauſe ?” ſaid my father one day, to 


« As every perſon will naturally ſpeak 
well of themſelyes, my Lord, the queſtion 


my couſin. - With ſuch. a conſciouſneſs, 
I ſhould. be in my. own eyes however, the 
meaneſt; and moſt worthleſs of human be+ 
ings, to ſet poſſeſſion, and party, againſt 
juſtice. Could Mr. Erſkine privately con- 


vince · me to-morrow; that IJ had no legal 


claim to thaſe advantages now. conteſted, 
I;:would appeal to no law but that of my 


own heart, to decide ſor their. reſignty D | 


tion.” — 

„ And yet, faid: 1. you would Kb 
equally, conſcious,. that Mr. Erſkine was 
a. weak and frivolous character, on whom 
diſtindion could eonſer no real honor; f 


when by. contenting yourſelf with wait- 

ing the deciſion of the court, you might 

appropriate 1 
16 «x 
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e eould flouriſh,” teres he, k 
ing, upon innate integrity, conſcience, 
&c. but that would. be to ſuppoſe my 
fair pleader, the dupe of her own ſophiſ- 


uy, otnch 7 know ten dener than to be- 


heve. ' We may deceive the head, my 
dear coufin, but never the heart: but as 


| this teſt of virtue does not happen to lie 


in my way, the leſs I profeſs, the leſs" I 


ſhall be ſuppos 'd to romance.—If Erſkine 


did gain it, my only fear would be, leſt, 


like Prince Prettyman in the Rehearſal, I 


ſhould prove to be nobody's ſon at all” 
No fear, however, of this, my dear, iba 
312 of all here. Even thoſe moſt 


Intereſted, think it a deſperate game on the 


- "Other fide ; that is to ſay, Lady Somerſet, 
and Lady Melroſs. And d propos! how 
go you and that fair couſin of mine on 
together ? Does ſhe viſit you often ? Does 


5 the go abroad much? Let me hear all the 
neus. Lord Melroſs wrote to her from 


hence. 


+3 
"Y 


hence. \Very;good; of him; was it not? 


It almoſt coſt him his breakfaſt; and I 


St" had a wicked curiofity to Know in 1 what 


ME F 3. 4 


ſtyle it was "written. | 


* 


Erpett to hear from me before ve ſet- 
off for Eginburgh, which will not be, till 
I cannot 9 avoid it. Theſe perpe- 
tual excurſions from home, derange our 
affairs, and difturh our domeſtic comfort; 
or rather, I fear I am growing old enough 
to think 2 81 one of the firſt bleſſings 
of life. Adieu. 927 


H: Nur. 
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1 Lal Helen vgs Nee Mrs. . 
Obrien. 


* 


on adi as any two "otra can, 
en 2end ation; which is exaſt · 
ly. the caſe.— She has been at Windſor 


ever ſince you. left us, and as- Mr. Obri-- 


en never comes down, I am.in as perfett: 
a, ſolitude, as if I was. in Arabia, For: 


my good-. neighbors, (the few. I: have,) 
think me much too fine. a. lady, (too ex- 
travagant a one I ſhould; ſay) to allow of 
© their forming any intimacy with me; and 
a formal diſh of tea once a week, is the. 


extent of my viſits. I ſometimes take my. 


rides towards Peterſham, and Twicken- 


ham, where I have a fed more modiſh acs 
W ; but as I neither talk to 
; | | them 


N. O ou C E. 
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chem of parties at Winbrook, nor en- 
ier into theirs, we gape moſt comfortably, 
and when we have diſcuſs'd che laſt 
fete champetre and our exotics, we have 
nothing more to ſay. I have however, 
ſeen Lady Almerſtone; Lady Maria is 
married to the Colonel, and gone down 
into Devonſhire; having leſt her mother 
in chat painful ſtate between joy and ſor- 
row, which every parental heart muſt feel, 
on being oblig d to congratulate itſelf, on 


the loſs of its deareſt ſupport. Her La- 


dyſhip did me the honor of dining with 


me, as I was alone. 1 fancy, I was de- 


ceiv'd. with regard to her underſtanding. 
It has juſt that equal tenor, which, without 


riſing to brilliance or ſinking to-infipidity, 
ſeems rather an innate ſenſe of propriety, 


than any ſuperiority of intelled.— Always 


ſerviceable, but never delightful. Such a 
one is admirable as a protettor, a guide, 


or a relation, but has rarely a ſufficient 
flow of ſenſibility to be choſen as a friend. 


She. 


* 
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She kinted to nike this wh" delleacy e. 
nough, many things of Mr. Obrien, one 
of which was, that he carried on the in- 


trigue between Mr. Erſkine and Miſs K 


Vin; che formel being more deeply in- 
debted to Mm at play, than his honor or 
fortune; could anſwer. It is plam to me 
that” Mt. Obrien hates Lord! Melroſs; 
why, F know: not, hut from that great 
ground - work of their: having been once 
Friends.” The one Has riſen alike in rank 
and merit, whilſt the other; by abjuring 
the latter, every day more obviouſſy feels 
his conſequence degraded and the equa- 
lity of youth ſunk, in the- * anke. . 
tion of merit, e 


? 


; $54 | , T7 


1 bt winks, nay, MG: 3 in the 
Rudy, and often have I onder d What 
could bring Lord Melroſs in it the firſt 
' evening we met here.—It has been the 
' witneſs of two ſcenes in my life, which tho" 
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I no longer think of with emotion, I can 
never forget. But no blinds down, my 
dear —none of the tender 'penſives !—no 
poetry !—no' French authors; blending 
ſenſe into ſentiment, - and leading us into 
the worlt romance, that of a heated ima- 
gination. Inipaſſion'd ſentiment, is even 
dangerous.— It is lighting up a torch, in 
ſearch of a jewel, which may chance to 
ſpread a conflagration, poor ſober rea- 
ſon has not always time to eſcape 
from. When I ſay always, I mean, with 
ſuch wandering hearts as are already in-. 
clin'd to a weakneſs, it might be happier 
they did not indulge.—And to ſuch alone, 
are theſe kind of writings chiefly deſira - 
ble. They are charming, I grant. Who 


elle would take the trouble of decrying 
them. — Vou have now, all my no- news. 


Let me hear, I beſeech you, whatever 
may fall out of importance, in this inter- 
eſting conteſt. Friends may be ſanguine ! 

| . <8 
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mn is the only circumſtance — 
Lord Melroſs, which gives my heart real 
agitation. Good Heavens! ſhould he re- 
ally be ſtript of theſe- outward diſtinttions 
the world values ſo highly, bow ſhould I 
then envy the fortunate woman allowed to 
enrich obſcurity with happineſs, and ſup- 
ply the - inequalities of fortune, by the 
more permanent bleſſings of love. muſt 
not dwell upon the ſubjeR, leſt I ſhould 
relapſe into a weakneſs now almoſt ſub- 
ſided.Kindeſt compliments to Mr. 
Nugent. My paper obliges me to ſay 
ie . Ja | 


. "Y 


. Yours ever; 


S. Onkinn © 
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* po one 140 1. | 
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Puh yn Edinkurgh, September, 
ou have doubtleſs vonder d at my 
long ſilenee; but my date will ac- | 


| abi for: it. —Yes, here I am; my dear, 


in the midſt of the compleateſt IT. | 
think, I ever beheld. I told 


Nugent would not permit his dove (am I 
not his dove ?) to reſt the ſole of her 
foot, any where but in this ſame city of 
Edinburgh. Well! but now what am I 
40 tell you? That Lords, Dukes, and Ad- 


vocates beſiege us. That Lord Melroſs 


leads the mode, is the mode; and that 
poor Mr. Erſkine, but for a hundreth 'cou- 
An or two, (for there is ſcarce a family 
of rank in Scotland, to which theirs is 


nat allied,} would be forgotten, and un- 


*knowng 
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"known. The fact i is, 1 believe, he eom- 
mitted a very great error in coming ſo ab- 
ruptly.—A runaway match, his wife un- 
notit d, unintroduc'd, in a tity where 
punktilios of that kind, are ſtrictly adher d 
to, neither of them capable of making 
their own way by perſonal merit, and the 
grounds of the litigation not very ſtrong, 
all theſe circumſtances have united to give 

Lord Melroſs a ſuperiority, his appear 

ance is calculated to ſupport. Vet he is 

delicate to a weakneſs, in my opinion, 
on the ſubjett; ſtudiouſſy avoiding every 
appearance of oſtentation, or party; in- 

"deed he ſeems to think it a little affected 
himſelf, by the care he takes to avoid our 
ſuſpeQting him of it; for from Mr. Nu- 


2 comes all 47 nnen 1 : 
What you tel me ef 144 Metroſs, pl 
fills me with ſurpriſe.” All his letters are . 


addreft to her at Mount Herbert: and, 
on nn one from her the other day, 
he 


ofs, 


are 
nd, 


ay, 
he 


e ug. 


* told me, with, 8 found you 


were. well. Lady Somerſet, however, is 


with her, and the truth is, 1 ſuppoſe, they 
cannot liye out ef the world; and Wind- 
ſor, or London, are the only alternatives; | 
tho' the latter can * be deſirable 
yet. r 1 IE Es 79 


| Our reception here, has been perfealy 
aſſur q io us by my father s affection; who 


: 
{3 


is nevertheleſs extremely indiſpos d. 1 


100 have been ill. Do not however alarm 
vyourſelf; death will not be the conſe- 
quence, tho' perhaps, there may be a life 


concern di in it. As to your refleQions 
upon how. Lord Melrofs took it into his | 


head to vilit the ſtudy, that memorable 


evening, it is a queſtion eaſiſy reſoly'd.— 
From a very vile trick he had. accuſtom d 


himſelff to of reading balf the night; 3 in 


cpnlequence of which, he was an idle var- 


| let in the morning, as any 1 know, except 
when, vn Were, in queſtion. But he has 


* 14 . | "noe 


belt, talk his beſt, and in fort, be the 
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not bluſh'd, I aſſure ybu, to make me 


wait breakſaſt for him at Mulberry- Mount, 
tin 1 fet Mr. Nugent to bring him to his 


_ confeſſions, wr velit Mar our oF "4 


5 ebene . 
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eee rebut Hell Heel Wag 
marnock' $s.—Full of a ſecret too! which, 


as is generally the cafe with ſecrets, 1 


am impatient to communicate. Lord 
Strathmarnock (1 with he had a ſhorter 


name I) is ah old gouty nobleman, not 
worth deſeribing. However be is a hun- 


dreth couſin too, and has given an emter- 
tainment, in honor of Lord Melioſs. - His 
Lordſhip could not do leſs, than look "his 


Poul tte Gn alt of which, he 
perform'd 10 4 Miracle, ds the eyes of 


- the ladies aſſur d him. Mine, being as 


Liſhionable as dhe gelt, were never off 
him, 


8 wAp” TT AaGW=nuw 


order, diſcover d tome, that ber ſoul lay too 
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thoſe of à young lady in mourning, who 
fat two or three from me. Sbe view'd 
me I obſerv'd with an air of curioſity, 
that ſhew'd ſhe miſconſtrued my attenti- 


ons to him; but, diſconcerted by my ob- 


ſervation, affeQed to look another way, 
and in ſo doing, dropt her fan. I was 
going to ſpeak to Lord Melroſs, who 
ood talking a little diſtance from us, 
when a lady who fat next me, ſaid 

believe that is your fan, Miſs Ver- 
non.” - My Lord turn'd round at the 
name, and as he preſented it to her, 
fix'd his eyes on her countenance, with a 
peculiar expreſſion, a ſomewhat between 
ſurpriſe, diſappointment, and ſadneſs, in- 
deſeribably amiable. I comprehended his 
look; and could have cried with vexation, 


at a thouſand inſtantaneous reflections.— 


The young lady to whom it was direQted; co- 
lour d deeply and by a certain tremulous diſ- 


211 Y near 
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near her eyes, to truſt them in meeting his. 


l was forry for her:—Nay more; her 


name, her youth, and a pleaſing ſet of fea- 


tures; prepoſſeſs d me in her favour. | The 


- flutter ſhe had receiv'd, was not eaſily got 
over, and the crimſon traces were per- 


ceptible in her cheeks for a long time 


after. The parties now began to form 
for cards or dancing, and as I was riſing, 
I caſt my eyes again upon her. They 


met thoſe of Lord Melroſs. Miſs Vernon, 


ſaid his, in the moſt intelligible language 
imaginable. . The glance of both, diſcon · 
certed her ſo much, that in endeavours 
ing to diſentangle herſelf, from the con- 


fuſion of chairs, the unlucky fan once 


more reach'd the ground. She endea- 


vour'd to ſtoop for it, but too late. I 


Some Dæmon has decreed I ſhall be 


 - troubleſome to your Lordſhip to night,” 
ſaid ſhe, in a low. and tremulous voice, 


agg at the ſame time to n 
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Madam, return'd he, ſmiling ; -** this is 
. however too favourable a one to me, to 
1 engage. me on your ſide. I am afraid, 


he added, looking at the ſticks, which 
were broken, © you will have cauſe to 
regret my. good fortune. 
I heard no more, tho' he continued 
talking to her very gallantly for ſome mo- 
ments, but 1 ſaw enough to convince tne 


* moſt tete d tete with him.— 
will write as ſoon as the We! is heard'? all 


5 


ſhe had neither eye, ear, or voice, for any 
other perſon. And ſhe involuntarily liſt. 
en d, till ſhe found with ſurpriſe, ſhe was al- 
Adieu—T: 
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Arn ER, three, weeks. of diſappoint- 
ment, and expeRation, the firſt in- 
telligence I receive of you, is thro! the 
channel of a news- paper. Is this kind, is 
Frys generous, Janetta ? Sole miſtreſs of 
my fortune, my honor, and repoſe, I lay no 
reſtraints upon you, but thoſe of the heart. 
Yet I confeſs I cannot read with pleaſure, 
that you have time to devote to the moſt 
profuſe and ſtudied amuſements, whilft 

_ conſcious of your neglekt of thoſe ties, 
gh which alone beſtow dignity, or propriety, 
upon ſuch. I will not enlarge upon the 
ed. vet it is not the firſt time, 1 


1 eh3e have 
* 92 
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have been andy the becellty of touching 
upon it. The pitiful encomiums of one 
ſcribbler, the more pitiful inuendoes of a- 
nother, have, by turns, awaken'dmy indig- 
nation and contempt. I have ſeen your 
name proſtituted to ſanQtify the abſurdities 
of faſhion, and the charms of your per- 
ſon conſider'd but as a ſhew-glaſs, where 
all thoſe abſurdities were to be difplay'd. ö 
Jam not to be told that by thoſe charme 
you ineur the obſervations, nor you, that 4 
ſuch obſervations, are confider'd by half | 
the world, as the early diſtintions of in- 
4 flamy. Believe me, dear Ianetta, the news- | 
1 paper panegyriſt, rarely praiſes the beauty b | 
| or the virtue, he does not deſign to cor- 


4 rupt ; fince every rational man knows, how 
X far (where your ſex are concern'd,) that 
\ N modeſt praiſe which fucceeds the name, is 
preferable to the flattery, which obtrudes 
both that, and itfelf, upon the world.— © 
Tun mo not a cold moraliſt, my oo 
K 2 You, 


© - 
I 


196 
- © In 


You muſt not, nay, you cannot; my temper, 
and my feelings, both. naturally warm, ex- 
empt me from the cenſure. . To the errors 
of youth, and inexperience, to thoſe lovely. 
imperfeQions of your ſex, vhich too of · 
ten miſlead, and almoſt always puniſnh them, 
I can be indulgent, even to a weakneſs.— 
But guard, carefully guard, I intreat you, 
againſt that dangerous faſcination, that vor- 
tex of the world, in which ſo many have 
ſunk. Too frivolous for pleaſure, oo 
mad for reflection, — they ſacrifice them - 
ſelves, ſolely to be diſtinguiſid,: and how, 

let the annals of n d in- 
form us. ä 


1 am here involv'd in confuſion. My 
expettations may, without being ſanguine, 
ariſe to every thing we could wiſh. My 
heart is in England; where aſſure yourſelf 


I ſhall follow it, the. inſtant this affair is 


determin' d, which will probably be, beſore 
Chriſtmas. I am an old- faſhion d fel- 
Ke, low, 
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low, and intend to bring you back the 


whole ſtock of conſtancy, I carried with 
me ; which conſidering the charms of our 
northern fair ones, is no inconſiderable 
compliment. If you doubt them, I re- 


fer you to your glaſs for the ſpecimen. 


'You do not I hope aſſociate much with 
Lady Georgina. I agree with you, ſhe 
is not a woman of a bad heart: but there | 
is a certain weakneſs of character, as dan- 
gerous as corruption, Her errors may 
be excuſable, but your own delicacy, and 
good ſenſe, will convince you, they are 
not juſtifiable, nor ought your name and 
bers, to he un, i.. 04 9h $ 


Lady Somerſet gave us hopes in het 
laſt, which I ſhall rejoice to find realiz' d; 
let it be an additional motive with you, 
my love, to be careful of your health, as 

K 3 it 
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P. S. Make my compliments to Sir 
George when you ſee him; and excuſe 
my not anſwering his immediately. I 
have neither leiſure to think, or ſpeak, 
but on the great ſubject before me. 

When that is decided, or likely to be ſo, 
I will write. Till then, both you and he 
muſt find me your debtor. | At leaſt io, 
I ny you will render me. 
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 vitnefſes of any faſhion haye yet been 
| heard.” * As to the proceedings, 1 refer 
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e We 
-FTER 40 upon delay, till all par- 
ties are heartily weary, the grand 
debate has 'at bn cu taken place: Few 


you to the new s- papers enclos d, which 
will explain them much better than I can. 
Alt the world are turn'd lawyers; "Ws. 
Court was crouded beyond conception; 
in ſhort, I am fatigued with the very fight 


of a black coat, and half the inhabitants 

vf this City wear no other colour. Mr. 
Erſkine has found a very powerful protett- 
or in a Sir Alexander Murray.—A rela- 
tion by marriage to the old Lord Melroſa, 
io whoſe eſtate his adjoin'd; in conſequence 
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of which, they had a grand quarrel, and 


2 a lawſuit, where Sir Alexander was caſt, 
This, he has never forgiven ; and, wiſely 
tranſmitting his hatred from father. to ſon, 
(tho' the latter, never knew ſuch a being 
as the Baronet exiſted,) he has enter d, 
wich all the warmth and litigiouſneſs of 
age, into the prẽſent diſpute. © As he has 
a fine fortune, Exrſkine negleQts no oppor- 
a tunity of ſecuring his good opinion, and 
Mrs. Erſkine devotes herſelf to him. 1 
| ſhall not fail to acquaint, you with the 
verdid, as ſoon as it is given, The ſole 
point of law, you will ſee, is the validity 
of the. marriage; ſince the ſon of Lord 
Melroſs, (either one way, or the a | 
e denies him to be. | 


— 


And now my ſlats an pray lay: aſide 
Iome of that cautious delicacy, you have 
hitherto obſerv d on the ſubjeR, (and. par- 
e in — or three laſt of yours,“) 


"=" 


 *Omitted, 


| rr #7." e 5 be 2 4 4 


with regard to -Janetta, and let me know 
your real opinion of her conduct. As 1 
ſee little company, except the large cir- 
cles. I. mingle with of. an evening, in 
which my Lord is always one, I can on- 
ly gueſs by ſome uneaſineſs I perceive in 
him, and the various queſtions: that are 
aſk'd me as ta cher wit, her beauty, her 
taſte for pleaſure, &c. that ſhe indulges 
it. quite as far as ſhe ought... All here (as 
ſhe is Scotch). are inclin'd to think well of 
her; nor: is. it the leaſt of Lord Melroſs's 
merits in the eyes of his countrywomen, 
that he choſe” a wife from them. He has 
- engag'd for- her viſiting Edinburgh next 
year: a promiſe, Lam apt to think ſhe 
will not be overfond-of *fulfilling, .unleſs 
in the ſummer; for altho' Edinburgh is 
a very fine city, and contains very fine 
folks; it is not London. — And what fine 
lady can exiſt remote from that. That 
ſtre refus'd to accompany him now, I have 
9 utmoſt reaſon to ſuppoſe, - tho! he-way 
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Glent on the ſubjeR ; but his eyes are tray- 
tors, and prove to mo he is not pleas'd 
whenever the ſubjeQ ariſes. 


We have been into Fife. Lord Melroſs 


has aſcat there, as old as Holyrood-Houſe, 
 foraughtIknow ; which Lady Somerſetlaid 


ſuch ſtrenuous commands on my father to 

ſee, that there was no difobeying. It is 

a habitation for a divinity.—A Scotch 
one I mean; for the wind nN moſt , 
comfortably thro' it. 


* y 
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: High en Kill his calle fide, is „ 
| Wich walls and towers ahigbt ; | 8 


e And gudely chambers, fair to ſee, 
„ Where he lodg d mony a Koight,” 


- 
- 


Edward and I ſat upon a ſtone cover'd 
with grey moſs, and went off in heroics 
_— Oſſian, and Hardiknute ; while the 
blue miſts ſwept over the hills: but what 
ny ä contain'd, I really was not diſ- 

5 0 
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posd to examine: + dy father, who 
was as little gratified 'with the real inha- 
bitants, as the . imaginary ones, grew ſo 
fretful; and indiſpos d, that we were oblig - 


ed to tell him, how much his leg would 


become a garter, before we could recover 
his good humor. Lord end 6 
aſſure yourſelf, was not of our party; be 
ing too much engag d io quit town = 
an hour. As to the reſt, I have been no 
where, but. of an evening, except once, 


walk d) up the Calton- hill on Mr: Nugent's. 
| arm. It has Maj un 


MN, 


when I was: blown, (for d cannot ſay I 
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To Lady Helen. ee da, une be 
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ee e 3% ies November. 
HE reſtleſſneſs with which 1 ſhall in- 
- ceflantly be tormented till T hear the 


event of the cauſe, hardly gives me the 


power 6f anſwering your” queſtions as to 
Lady Melroſs.—Indeed I know not whe. 
they I ought. Incapable of governing my. 
on heart, as I could wiſh, it ill becomes 
me to pafs judgment on the eondutt of 
thoſe around me.— Vet ſince to be ſilent 
now. would be a ſeverer cenſure than any 
F am entitled to make, I will give you the 
fublic voice. Without a vice, or even. a 
* to give diſſipation the ex- 
- Euſe of taſte, Lady Melroſs has, I. fear, 
" haunch'd out into every faſhionable folly. 
+ The ſeverity of the ſeaſon, and the 
N m ecting of uh”, ts made Lon- 
* * don 
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| don toon aſſume its pep dor, by colle@« 


ing all the votaries of pleaſure: ' I hear of 
no name but hers. Her entertainments, 


der gueſts, all hold the moſt ſplendid ranlr. 


— Yet no ſlander has yet been paſt upon 


her character. The brilliant commence- 


ment of a gay life, is of all others, 


moſt dangerouſly ſeductive. Admiration, 
ſurpriſe, fear; by turns ſilenee every ma- 


levolent voice The goddeſe of the day, 


. conſcious! of innocence, reads a deluſive 


reſpedt in every countenanco. She does 
not know that admiration in itſelf incurs- 


envy, that ſurpriſe will but induce it to- 


riſe to ſcandal, and fear will only ſharpen, 
the arrows of both. She will be attack d, 
without perhaps, having. deſerv d cenſure, 
further than by a continuation ofs thoſe, 


weakneſſes, which firſt claim d indulgence; 
and, in. the indignation of the mo- 
ment, may confound her contempt for 


vulgar prejudices, with that for real du- 
ties. I have bought my experience. —Haps 


* 
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pily. bought ig) wigs tuakitney: to my 
character, tho ſav d from that, only by a 
timely. retreat. I am but too well aware 
ol the- danger of che world. that gay 
ſcene, in which ſorrow: flatters itſelf with 
- _ _ wum ar. | 
Miao und e a 
On the contrary, I. have not ſeen her. 
She once ſent a card to me ben I came 
to town for a few. days.——But-as I am told 
her balls always include not only: a ſupper : 
en 1 doclin d. aten _ 
you to haſten the firſt melſigens with 1 re- 73 
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7 Arr Obrien,—From, Laty 2 
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Ediabergi November. 


OY, my dear friend ! Joy to you, to us, 


and all !—The matter is happily deci; 
| Jed, and the verditt compleatly in favor 


of Lord Melroſs. Enclos'd are the news- 


papers; if you have patience to read 
them, you will exceed me in that virtue. 
Thank Heaven, my appearance- was un- 
neceſſary, for moſt heartily did I pray that 
it might be ſo. We have had grand do- 
ings in conſequence. Engagements for 
an age to come; Lord Melrols frets in ſi- 
lence, 1 openly : neither daring to ſet the 
| good folks here at defiance, by taking our 

leaves immediately, as there ſeems to be a 

general conſpiracy to keep his Lordſhip, 
| foe time at leaſt; and, but for a variety 


of 
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af reaſons which induce * te wiſh 
themſelves at home, our may would be 
Pleasant enough, for we Rad all the g- 
. ety of a metropolis, Vithout its confu- 
„ | | 


1510 Melroſe has ven a ball; A: 
the world were there. The women over- 
whelmed im. 1 however. «was Lady Prefi- | 
dent, and therefore you will ſuppoſe it was 
manag'd juſt" as it ougſit to be. Mr. Nugent: 
by my deſite, danc'd with Miſs Vernon, | 
tho I believe ſlit would not have been 
ſorry to have been a Coutiteſs; that night 
at leaſt; in order to have. ſecur'd his 
friend, whoſe” partner was not half ſo a- 
greeable as herſelf. Our acquaintanee, 
commenc'd ſo long ſince by eyes, improv- 
ed very falt. She way extremely curious 
ahout Lady Melrpſs , on;,whom- our con- 
verſation. inſenſibty turn'd. How long 
they had been ward: why ſhe ſtayd 
in London; and if 1 thought her 719 


ha: ndlome — 3 a 


* 
_ 
« > E s 4 
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his evening introduction. rick 
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handſome. —Oh; this vile love I what en- 
thuſiaſts does it make — The fweet girl | 


could [hot ſpeak without an emphaſis; 
whilſt the conſciouſly heſiating tongue, the 


eye half linking under mine, half wand- 


ging after thoſe of Lord Melroſs, be- 
tray d che ſhare they nn all that re- 
nated him. , )—̃s 0 bn: 


That appears a mighty amiable 9551 
Mul, Nugent is dancing with!“  ſaid:; his 


Lordſhip to me; are you, acquainted 


with her ? r ee e ode 


ai Miss Vernon /, I thi added 0 


23 e. at her, and enn 


8 the word. F245 
:* You; 1. find e are i ahh; hey 
by name too,” ſaid; I, ſmiling.—— 


My heart claims acquaintance with 


all who bear that, he replied, vaguely 
ſmiling alſo; yet it has not the ſame 
recommendation to every body; fince I 


think 
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economical wife on the other, might ſoon 
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think ve both know 'thoſe, who were 


willing to part with it” —To this' 1 an- 


ſwer'd nothing: I could have told a tale 
mchat would have made the whole ball - room 


vaniſh from before him, hut h litile of 


your prudence cameigcroſs me, and 1 fop- 
bore. On our return home, each of W 
= letters. His were from Lady Mel- 


zofs, (the firſt be has had ſonie time; ;) 
mine from vin Dear curioſty would, I 


dulleve; have made ts willingly exchange 
them. Each however, was bbligd'to 


content themſelves with their own, with 
which neither, Dy ide bye, were” very 


much delighted. He ought to be in 
England,” he ſaid, in a fretful tone; fl 


affairs "'—* Yes he ought to be in En- 


gland.“ And ſo you ought indeed, w7 
dearly beloved coufin;// thought” 1, 


reading your account of Jaijetta's ted. 


ings. A 'ruinoas lawſuit on one fide, no 
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deſtroy a princely fortune. A 0 repu- 
tation, ſince you, my dear, vouch for 


her, T have nothing to urge, but ſhe is 


very wrong. — And what is till worfe, tho 


in Scotland, for ſome time longer at leaſt. 


-— Lady Somerſet too with her! ſtrnge! 

very ſtrange ! I chink I will croak a Rttle. 
+ - Shall 12—Fet no, bang it ſuch u 
charming fellow for a huſband, and fo 


good a huſband 100 ! it is impoſſible ſhe 
can even fancy ſhe Joves any one elſe.— 


Beſßides after all, ſhe is young, handſome, 
and may be capable of ork e . | 
out any alc | 21 | 
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I was interrupted by Mr. Nugent.—“ a 


charming day!” © a walk upon the Cal- : 
ton.“ In November too! thank you my | 


good Sir! no more hurricanes for me: if 
I . not bloom enough to ſtand by the 
9 4 9 
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—— damſels here, 1 muſt poſi- 
tively. ſend an expreſs to my ſiſter-in-law. 
Why I ſhould ſail over the Firth like 
a Balloon, with ſuch à wind. But theſe 


men are poſſeſs d. They would drag me 


up all the hills, without 'remembetring that 
' was: born ar Earl's daughter, and never 
knew ſo vulgar a ching as the uſe of 
my feet. I muſt teach Mr. Nugent better 
manners, as to Lord Melroſs, he is a down- 
right ſavage in high life. vou do not 
mention Mr. Obrien, or yourſelf. How 
are you, my dear friend ?—You may fafe- 
ly write to me, for 1. e i: 


| yet.— Adieu, | n A. } 
Yours ever, 
21 - . 


Hztzy Nuczxr. 
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le Tv, Mrs /Obrien—From Lady n 
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* e 1 as b ra 
Er N 8 Edinburgh; as * 
of Write to you again, ina diftreſs which 
er will not -allow me to do any thing 
n- but write. My father is deſperately ill. - 
ot By the laſt poſt, he receiv'd- information 


that the ribbon, he ſo long expected, has 
fe.” been otherwiſe beſtow d. His indignati- 
ne on was ſo extreme, chat we all trembled- 
0 for the conſequences. He forſwore the 
Court wich a bitterneſs I had never ſeen 
in him before, and immediately threw up 
all his employmenta. Spenſer has been 
ſent for expreſs, ſo has my mother; but I. 
fear both will be too late.—Oh, Heavens ! 
Death! how little do we know of that 
formidable word, till. circumſtances teach 


1 us to reflect upon it, To ſee thoſe fea- 
N 


T- e tures 


T. 


= =RORS OF 


| tures we an ſo often. beheld Iighted up 


fluence of a cold and inviſible hand to 
efforts and forcibly withdrawing from us 


onto trace him by  deſtruQion, and 


be ohlig d to acknowledge him. by the 
| pee ende ene. 12 + Tg 
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off: indeed I have blinded myſelf, and 


do not write to me] do not attempt to 
philoſophize— I have almoſt quarrell'd 
with every we deegge pt H my mm it 
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with animation, ſtiffening under the in- 


2 being long conſider'd as a part of our 


Mr. WE hes blight Mtn 


- knew notwhat I wrote; orthought. Adieu! 
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grief, which, as I muſt feel, it is of no 
ſervice to ſuppreſs. Lady Somerſet and 
my brother arriv'd. yeſterday, bs a the - 
ſad moment when all worldly: diftinQtions 


ate loſt; Edward was the perſon my Th 
ther-chiefly choſe to converſe wih. 
- © Mr. Nugent,” ſaid be this morning, 


««tho! I die a proteſtant, you ſhall be my 


| confeſſor. And the more ſo, ' as 1 know 


none to whom 1 have been equally un- 


just. "You are indeed a gd man. A 
Tpecies of diſtinction, ſon Spenſer, which 


will 1 "hope; be earlier known to you, 
than to your: father, Value each other,” 
added 
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added he, joining met bands, It will 
be the Miereſt of loch to Us fo, and do 


you, Edward, love my daughter. She 


has ſuffer d much for- your fake,” and de- 
ſerves her reward! But above all pre- 
ſerve your independency. Enter into no 
politics, or, if you do, truſt no miniſters, 
and Heaven bleſs you both, my ſons!“ 
1 hop'd;\ my Lori,“ ſaid Spenſer, 
» you had n a more eee daf 
Ing fo e Anat oy ee 
A bleſſing, my dete. 8 is Ce 
the fame. I rather fear it was embitter d, 


hy being. divided. However you know I 
cannot talk. Take it as you pleaſe.—If 


you are contented, I care not how. 
Lour ſiſter's ſilent tears, are a ſeverer re- 
proach, than «the ſtiſled contempt I read 


in your eyes.— Nou vill have an elevated 


title and a noble eſtate . Uſe them as you 


« „ os A __ vw oa as MAT 


ought, —They. have not been able to pre- 
ſerve me from ſickneſs, diſappointment, 
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and mortality each of which will bring 


an additional pang, in proportion as your 

f advantages have been miſpent.— To you, 
4 my dear girl,” added he, caſting his eyes 
emphatically on Mr. Nugent, I leave a 
bleſſing.— Be, what you have ever been! 
| reconcile your brother, and let him not 
a want any tribute of affection from you. 
; My Lord,” he en turning to Lord 
. ee 

= 1 95 5 © „ „ „ 
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* I was unable to proceed. All will be 
If: decided by the event of this conſultation. 
* — Good God! in fo ſhort a time! Oh, my 
by "dear! could all children, when but tempt- 
* ed to think lightly of their parents, to 
d flight their affeQion, or diſappoint their 
E vieus, but truly paint to themſelves, that 
. agonizing hour, when their deepeſt re- 
* grets ſhall be ſuperfluous, when the ear 


L 
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can no longer receive the voice it lev'd, 
nor the eye retain the fond impreſſion 
of the form, what ſacrifice of their own 
tranſient, and youthful pleaſures, would 
they think too great muſt break off. 
If this comes with a black ſeal—I need not, 
indeed cannot ſay more. 


Nur bediente, 


H. NuczNr. 


N - ” 
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Ts M rs. Obrien Fron Lady Helen 
Nugent. 


Edinburgh, Jan. 


Write only a few lines, my dear friend, 
to thank you for both of yours.“ 


I" 


You have ſaid every thing that can be 


ſaid on the occaſion ; but time and fad 


experience, alone teach us to ſupport - 


wounds of this nature. Mr. Nugent, 1 
find, wrote you word I had been very ill. 
I am now, however, much better, and 


ſhall ſet off for Mulberry-Mount the be- 
ginning of next week. Every thing rela- 
tive to the laſt ſad ceremony, was ſettled. 
before I was well enough to be acquaint- 


ed with it; and Lady Somerſet and my 


brother went off in conſequence. Lord 
| _ Melroſs 


L 2 


#*Ouitted, 


| 
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Melroſs has been detain'd here, and goes 
with-us. He is impatient to be in London, 
as he has not heard from Janetta, this fort- 
night. Unſeeling woman !—Could ſhe be 
ſilent on ſuch an occaſion !—Is this faſhi- 
on? Is this the world ?}Oh ye triflers of 
it, there will come an hour, when even 
you ſhall feel the want of the ſocial af- 
feftions. Sickneſs, age, debility hover 
over thoſe gay ſcenes, you frequent, and 
wait but for the appointed period, to ſcat- 
ter their blackeſt influence there; the ex- 
ample ye have given, ſhall tben be ſeen 
in its true colours; the giddy, and the 
vain, ſhall ſurround, without conſoling 
you ; they ſhall drag you. to amuſements 
| you can no longer enjoy, ſhall talk to 
you of trifles you can no longer value, and 
when they find conſtitution unfit you for 


folly, ſhall leave you, with childiſh petu- 


lance, to the miſeries of ſolitude and 
thought. How unlike 1 is Janetta, to that 
noble 
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noble heart to which the is united !—Alive. 
to every tie, and every feeling, Lord Mel- 


Toſs. is the nobleman, without forgetting 
he is the man. Elegance, form, reſerve, 


are for the hours of gayety and public 
amuſement.—More elevated feelings, and 
ſuperior faculties, charaQterize hum in the 
circle of domeſtic life. He has behav'd 
like an angel on this occaſion.— And I 


can never praiſe him too much. Mr. 


Nugent! my heart muſt make his pane- 
Addreſs your next to Mulber- 
ry-Mount, whence expect to hear from 


Your affeflionate, 


HELEN NUGENT:. - 
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LETTER en. 


T0 Lady Helen Ne Mrs, Obrien. 


Ns Portland. Place, Jan. | 
Dreadful, an everwhelming calamity, 


has ſwept away every meaner grief 


from my mind, and left it open only to 


one bitter pang.— Vet ſurely my preſag- 
ing heart, has in ſome moments of de- 
ſpondency and terror, forewarn'd-me of it. 
1 cannot reveal it. Let the infamous paper 


enclos d, make a diſcovery, even friend- 


mip could ſcarce credit without it. Pre- 
ſerve it, I intreat from every eye but 
your on if poſſible from Mr. Nugent's. 
Il have form'd my reſolutions, If they 
are executed, you ſhall be made acquaint- 


eld with them: if not, let them die in the 


boſom where they were conceiv'd. All 


griefs but this, I think I could have 
| borne; but my heart is now wounded 


* 


thro 


= 


bittereſt tears I ever ſhed. 
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thro” that of another, and like one who 


| . faints under a peſtilence, I ſhall die with 


the painful conſeiouſneſs of breathing the 


fatal malignity to all deareſt ta me. It 
has no ſignature, but I need not tell you 
the barbarous hand by which it was pen- 
ned. Twill not call her the wife of Lord 


Melroſs Never, no never, ſhould that 


name—Alas! that name, I once thought 
a fecurity for every bleſſing the world 
could beſtow. I know not whether 


you can read this. It is blotted with the 
Farewell. 


T George Obrien, Eſq. 
Enclos d in the foregoing. 


WEARY, exhauſted; and almoſt va- 


'pour'd to death, on whom' can I vent 
my ſpleen, with more propriety, than on 


him who makes it his ſtudy to mortify and 
expoſe me. Aﬀter an everlaſting evening, 


Neat in cards, ſcandal, and amidſt a ſet of 


L 4 impertinents, 


. 
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impertinenis, who are only juſt more en- 
durable than ſolitude, the noiſe of thoſe 
ſrreech-owls, whom Heaven, to puniſh 
me, haz coaverted into watchmen, reminds 
When I remember ham day So glides 
aſter day, and every ſucceding one is only 
deſirable as a relief from the preſent, 1 
am. weary of myſelf, weary of the world, 
weary, of all the tedious pageantry with 
which I am ſurrounded, and envy every 
wretch. whoſe daily labour enſures a 
nightly repoſe, free from the toil of pul- 
ling off burthenſome ornaments, and the 
fear of dozing away reſtleſs hours, in fruit- 
lels attempis to ſleep. 


Amidſt that e thro' whith the eye 
can. fearce trace a hundredth part of 
the buildings of chis immenſe metropo- 
lis, how many happy beings now enjoy 
uninterrupted repoſe, even in poverty ; 
whilſt ſcatter'd ines dim half burnt can- 


dles, 
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dles, and cmpty chain, Mee wee Wü face,” - 
more terribly than the memento mori on 
an old tombſtone: Ridiculous, that fools 


grown” grey in the purſuit of ſomething 
chat is at leaſt ſelf-dependent, ſhould pre- 
tend to: moralize on the inſufficiency of 


worldly advantages. A modern woman 
of faſhion; is better able to write a trea- 
tiſe on their inſufficiency, than Plato 


himſelf. 


Don't mention maſquerades to mei 1 
hate them! I hate every thing, I have no 
withes to form for the future, nor any ſa- 


tisfaction in the paſt. Unlimited indul- 
gence, you toldme, was happinefs; but have 
not both our lives: contradicted the aſſer- 


tion? Whence is it that others attain 


that enviable alaerity of ſoul, I wiſh for 
in: vain ? Whence that enjoyment; which 


ſeems «to brighten creation in their 
eyes? Whilſt I graſp at a ſhadow, and 
aan it thro! a circle of pleaſures; which 
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the moment they ſubſide, leave my mind 
one vaſt void. How: ſick am I of being 
thought happy ! I will no longer encourage 
the deluſion! nor ſhall you uſurp what is 
denied me. Since the next joy to that of 
being ſucceſsful ourſelves, is the ſeeing 
others equally diſappointed. I will neither 
meet you, or ſend you the note. Sup- 
Port your own extravagancies, Sir, or 
learn not to reproach me for mine. My 
ſacrifices it ſeems are little, in return for 
the care you have taken of my reputati- 
on, the rank you ſtudied to raiſe me 
to,” and the fortune you ſecur'd to me, — 
I might indeed infinuate, that my. reputa- 
tion was in no danger, till it approach'd 
the fatal infection of yours; that my rank 
(if indeed you had any fhare in the fixing 
it,) was meant only to gratify your vani- 
iy, and my fortune to ſupport your extra- 
vagancies. , That in ſhort, the mighty act 
of generolity, you were at ſo much. pains 
: | to 
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to adorn with all the flowers of wetorie 
Was only the effort of ſelf-love, to injure 
a man, Who had too many advantages 
over you, ever to be forgiven. . But theſe, 
Sir, are grating truths to a gentleman 
whoſe delicacy is ſo refin'd as to threaten 
the woman he pretends to love, and whoſe - 
' modeſty can even induce him to think, he 
may loſe on the compariſon with Lord 
M———.- Be not alarm'd, Mr. Obrien! 
you have an. infallible comforter |: all you 
may loſe. in the opinion of others, you 
will be: ſure of gaining in your own, 


nor can your merits be ever undervalued, 


without your finding a more. favourable, 


if not more juſt eſtimate, - within, to con- 


ſole you. under the mortification. 


If I was to conſent to meet you, What 


affurance can 1 have, that you do not de- 


ſign to expoſe, or betray me ? What view 
but that, could you have, in whiſpering. 
ö me fo publickly in Pall-Mall? Lady Car- 
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rington had her eye upon us, I ſaw; but 
me is pious; and, moreover, ſhe is poor: 
a much greater ſecurity for her filence, 
and the incredulity of her hearers, than 
the other. Your imprudence coſt me this- 
ty guineas to that old cat Mrs. Venables, 
and I ſuppoſe ſhe would have levied ana- 
ther contribution on me to night, but 
that I took care not to ſend her the invi- 
tation, till I knew ſhe was engag d. And 
@ propos ! Iwonder how our travellers goon! 
—On the high road from the land of ma- 
trimony, I ſuppoſe. 3 pray Heaven, it may 
not prove one of divorces.. No fear how- 
ever. of that, where my prodigal Lord is 
concern'd; ſince he who ſteers by a gold- 
en magnet, has little to fear from tempeſts. 
Sh, what. a delectable expedition! Me- 

| thinks. 1 ſee. the two beaux alternately. 
1 dandle little maſter, while that clown 
Peter, with .a head of, hair, as yellow as a 

_ buſh. of . heath in full bloſſom, comes buz- 
Zing bead foremoſt, like a way beetle, 
| al. 
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e thi end of every age. But no; 
74 . 1 cry ye mercy ! my Lord travels in ſtate. 
"Ms — Powder'd monkeys behind. —Monfieur 
5 Verſange, breathing ambroſial gales of 
1 pomade, and bergamot, at a leſs aweful 
Be. 5; diſtance. For are we not going to E-din- 
© | burgh, as my aunt gracefully. drawls it 
þ out. And who knows what conqueſts my 
caro lomo is to make there ? 


% J 


L | I 

q 5 I ſhall bn 6 to- death on Mon- 

— day. All the world will be at the Pan- 
- cheon. So 1 think Iwill once more hear 


— What you have to Tay. You will know 
s me by tlie uſual bracelet. ITbe enclos d 
| will redeem the jewels.— For Lord M—, 
to do him juſtice, is generous enough.— 
He has left me unlimited eredit; tho' 
how to account for. my drafts, Heaven 
knows. But, the mode, my Lord, faſiiionable 
erxtrauagance—all the world does fo.—Why, ii 
ho . theſe. reaſons. are not ſufficient, let him 
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Alter al may betray me? Truly I believe, 


_ vent my ſpleen; for moſt: horridly 


ſptenetic have I been; and you are wiſe 
enough, never to give me many opportu- 
nities of doing it perſonally.— But it won't 


may flatter, or evade, but in the end, 1 
| ſhall die with ennui, and you vill ſhoot 
PpPoourſelf at a gaming 

pPpiries are returning; do not 


the bleſſing of repoſe [Would all my 
I apparel adorn'd Irs native ſilk- 
worm, 


wy . 8 Are this er Sag | 


do, Mr. Obrien! I may. dreſs, and vou 


able. However my 

near 
me to-morrow nevertheleſs. M/ eyes will 
be as red as a certain lady's after a ma- 
trimonial tete lete with you. And now 
1 will try to reſt. Is it not a horrid thing 
to be oblig d to exhauſt oneſelf in reflec-. - 

- tion, and fretting, before ve can enjoy 


. . * 
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Vorm, rather than I had the trouble of 
having it pulbd off Farewell only | 

bone word more bring your wife to town SED 
I wilt call on her in my way to che Pan- i 
theon, as I intend to be very brilliant, 
and grievouſly ſuſpect her to be the cauſe 
of ſome lectures I. have had from my 
Lord. If ſhe m/ tell, let her have ſome - 
what at leaſt, worth revealing. 


P. S. I have juſt recollected my mourn- 
3 ing; it will be impoſſible for me to go to 
| the Pantheon. My ſober Lord would 
4 rave downright if he heard it. The whole 
family would mutiny. I ſhall N f 
go to Lady Carington's, which is the next 
thing to the maſquerade; and will conſid- 
er, how we ſhall meet, if poſſible, on that 
evening ; for to ſtay at home, is too in- 
ſupportable an idea. If I call in Port- 
land-Place on Monday night, be in the 
way to lead me to the carriage; I will 


then 


„ ERR ORs or 


—— 


k 


then: tell you when, x er Ang we may 
| fee each other. Till then adieu{—lI the 


| Fiber inclide to the appointment, as my 


Lord vill certainly be at home by the 
. Binh:Night,) and it may then be ſome 


time. before we can meet. 
i 7750 
1 
N 


11 . 


T. 


and Verſange's long face, (whoſe valour 
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NCE more, dear Magen. . 
joy on being at home! Nay more, 
on finding joy there. Abſence; that mag- 
-nifier of every little fear, had rais'd ſo ma- 
ny giants to exerciſe my quixotiſm upon, 
that 1 return'd full of cares, anxieties, and 
diſtruſts; reach'd Barnet about ten at 
night, and in defiance of a heavy ſnow, 


is not the moſt burthenſome part of his 
travelling equipage,) chang d horſes with- 
out a moments delay, and before eleven, 


ruattled over the ſtones of Groſvenor- 


Square. My door was open'd by a boy, 


while on each ſide of an immenſe fire, 
cloſe under which was a rough mat the 
In hot 


—— 
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bot cinders 1 were e ſcorching lay the porter 


and his companion, firetch'd like two of 


Silenus's yotaries, with various emblema. 
tical ornaments at their feet ; and buried 


in a ſtupefaction ſo profound, that even 


the thundering rap which announc'd my 
approach, did not wake them. So much 
For the. bleſſed effects of modern” 

which ſo often-ſuffers, by the vices it n 


riſhes. Lady Melroſs, I hardly 66-4 
ed to find at home, as I had not fore- 


_warn'd. her of my arrival; and by the 
lights which were yet burning in her dreſ- 


ling room, (from whence iſſued two Hair- 


dreſſers, an Abigail, and an Abigail's Abi- 
gail,) I ſuppos d ſhe had not long been 


gone out. I threw myſelf into a chair, 


and abandon'd my mind to a train of re- 
fledtionz, from which L Was rous'd by a 
rapoat the door. Janetta vas retutn'd.— - 
| The pleaſing effe&, however, of this con- 


tradiction to the ideas I had form'd of her 
conduct, were inſtantly ſunk in alarm 
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for her health. She bad fined in we 
ball; and the buſtle inſtantaneouſiy reach⸗ 


ing me, 1 flew to aſſiſt her. How et 
ing was that inſenſübility which was the 


effect of conſtitution: ſince I can hardy 


flatter myſelf it had its origin in tender- 
neſs. That mortal paleneſs, incident to 


thoſe who are not ſubjett to this weakneſs ; 


the cloſed lid; the lovely regularity of 


features, which have at that moment, no- 


thing elſe to recommend them; her mourn- 


ing, mild, graceful, and- becoming, all 
combin'd to make her one of the moſt in- 
tereſting, and charming figures, I had 
ever ſeen.—l forgot Mrs. Obrien, I for- 


got every thing, but that ſhe was an an- 
gel, and my wife. We carried her into 


the parlour, but it was near half an hour 
ere ſhe _ recover'd. 1, in the interim, 
__eurs'd my:own folly in ſuffering her to be 


ſurpris'd with the unmeaning faces of my 
blockheads, who had diſcover'd my re- 
warn, before ſhe. vas due out of hes 


chair. 


3 


236 E RROR 8 OF 


Pair bid Oh; that ſuch 5 woman ſhould 
want a mind thought I! or worſe than 


that, ſhould ſuffer it to be enſlaved by 


_ "frivolous purſuits, and delufive pleaſures! 


bat fair boſom cxpor'd'to' every cox- 
comb, to whom a box of pearl powder is 
as admirable; thoſe eyes lighted up with 
falſe animation, while the heart languiſhes 
in real exe. | Open them, dear Janetta, 
und be henceforth the creature nature de- 
ſign'd thee, when ſhe impreſs d upon thy 

' countenance, the image of every virtue! 

Open them, and make me bluſh for de- 
_ -nying thee, a fingle moment, the ho- 
| mage, thou wilt een re to de- 


She DR ORF whether to fulkl all 
my noble invocations, remains to be dif- 


coverd. Thou wilt eaffly ſuppoſe, I was 


in no humour to ſcrutinize into her con- 
duct; and, ſatisfed with being now on 


F the ſpot, the guardian of my own peace, 
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and honor, I refolv'd to revert no more to 


| the paſt. Dropt the whole hiſtory of her 
laſt filence, aſk'd not a queſtion about 
\ ber drafts ; but amus d myſelf, with giv- 
ing her a rhodomontade account of my 
7 Scotch expedition, interſpersd with as 
many egotiſms, anecdotes, and lies, as 
might ſerve to recommend myſelf, or 
render the reſt of the world ridiculous, 
i 050 now, dear Nein. tell at how 
4 does my fair fellow traveller? Prevail on 
8 her to come to town. Advice, amuſe- 
1 | ment, every thing attend her here, that 
I can .conduce to the reſtoration: of her 
mind, or her frame. The apartments you 
did not condeſcend to occupy on your 
1 laſt journey, are ſtilt yours. My chief 
7 purpoſe in ſeribbling this, was to preſs 
bk your viſit, and by complying, you will 
K affix an additional ieren on your lin- 
4 erde friend, 
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| | 22 b Obrien, 
| | , Winbrook, Jon; * 
* event of that eruel intelligence, O! 
I communicated in my former letter, th 
R remains now to be explain d. What tears! to 
what anguiſh, has it not coſt me. The it, 
' laſt: ſad week of my life ſeems to have te 
comprized whole years of it. Irreſoluti- th 
l on, fear, anxiety, by turns harraſs'd and bl 
| 2 dme. From expoſing the infamy of he 
Lady Melroſs, I too clearly perceiv'd, I M 
| ſhould only involve myſelf in it; fince th 
the eſteem, (Ob, let me not diſſemble the ve 
truth !) the- unfortunate attachment, once ( 
ſuppos d to have exiſled between the par- thi 
ties wrong d, would but incline the world | he 
to think them the more artful of the two. be 
— The character of Mr. Obrien, left me 


no 


no. doubt of his dating:todefendthe vil. 
lainy he dar'd- to praQtife ; and what tie 
could with-hold Lord Melrofs, from that 
revenge the world but too much juſtifies? 
rom the terrible image bf murder, def 
peration, and infamy, my ſoul ſhrunk: 
with horror.— Alas! the alternative was 
only leſs formidable. To bury in ſilence 
thoſe wrongs, which wrung my very ſoul 
to de the acceſfary.— I. will not think of 
it, leſt 1 ſhould repent?” Ina word, I de- 
termin'd to come to town; to encounter 
this unfeeling woman, who hop'd to hum - 
ble the being, ſhe dar d to injure, and awe 
her inito chaſtity,” if not into remorſe;— 
Mr. Obrien however, negligent alike to 
the object, or the victims of his vices, ne- 
ver mention'd my leaving Winbrook, 
(where he came down for two days, ) till 
the carriage Was at the door; hen 
he aſk'd me, as be was ferting his hair 
before Ge glaſs, or if 1 Kerr go to town ?* 
xt; | 10 
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To his nts, I teplied in the 7" 


firmative ; and, having previdufly order'd 

every thing, inſtantly accompanied him.— 
We went Saturday night. I wiſh'd not 
to be ſeen, and therefore ſtay d at home 
the two enſuing days, except the ſingle hour 
when I left my name in Groſvenor-Square, 


in order to afford her a pretext for the 


meditated viſit. True to the time of her 


imaginary. triumph, Lady Melroſs was an- 
nounc'd a little after ten. Alone, unſup- 
ported, tremulous, with nothing but inno- 
cence to aid me, I ſtrove in vain to col- 
lect myſelf. She enter d, elegantly dreſt; 


ſurely 1 do not wrong her, when I think 
ſhe wears white; for 0 Galen a Wai 1 
ſcarce ever beheld... . 


Good God, my e 1 ſhe, 
throwing herſelf into a chair, as if fatigued 


 vith. che veigbt of her, own, ornaments, 


can you pardon me. for breaking in upon 


| you ſo late! You were monſtrouſly good 


to Axe your ucket in Grofyenor-Square. 
I 
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1 fear'd you ak eſcape us again, as you 
are ſuch a dear antideluvian creature, or 
I ſhould not have return'd the viſit at 
this wunſea/onable hour. But perhaps, ad- 
ded ſhe, ſtooping to adjuſt her trimmings, 
(poſſibly to conceal | her ſmiles,) © per- 
haps you ſit up for Obrien. | 
That, Madam, is carrying ittoofar! not 
quite ſo antideluvian a creature as to ima- 
gine a man of ton will come home, when 
he may have ſo many agreeable en- 
gagements abroad. Your Ladyſhip, it is 
: er probable, will meet him - 
„Me! No! I don't think fo,” ſhe re- 
-turn'd, with conſcious aukwardneſs, riling 
| no walking to the glaſs. 1 aſſure you 
I ſhould have been here two hours ago, 
ii the horrid fellows had not been ſo tedi- 
. ous with my hair, that it was abſolutely 
impoſſible; and then Dornon kept me 
two ages more, before he came to put 
in the ornaments. Tis a pity one can't 
afford 10 retain all thoſe people in one's 
ws Vol. Il. : --: fanoites 
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ie fer hap e I een FN 
think a few hundreds a 2285 well beſtow- 
ed.” | 
A Hair-drefſer is a very — 
creature, I confeſs, but I cannot ſay 1 
think him an acquiſition i in a family. MI, 

« Oh! mine is the only one in England, 
Madam, notwithſtanding he has made me 
fuch a fright- to-night,” and ſhe turn'd 
round with a ſmile; a fweet, an infinuat- 
ing ſmile, which gave new life and viva- 

city to her features. 1 look d at * in 
filence.. I believe I ſigh'd. , 
Come, III make a rake of you to- 
night; pull off your cap, and we'll ſend 
for a hat and domino from Bond - Street. 
I promis'd to look in on your friend the 
| Ducheſs of M=—, they are all for the 
Pantheon, and you. will be a welcome ad- 
dition to the party.” 7 55 
Pardon me; your Ladyſhip i is wth "i 
too ſplendid for ſuch a companion, and on 
1 the Ducheſs's party will, 1 am ſure, be ve- 1 
Ty 4a 


vas $ 


ä 


„ 


ver- Square, I loſt the drop of my ear - ring. 
Come come!” with another gape, © you 
ſhall goſomewhere, I cannot bear to leave 
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1 unf ln to mingle with, ſo un- 


e Abſurd ! who FPS what 8 wear 


at a maſquerade! for my own part, I won- 
der how Fam ever fit to be ſeen. But, 
as my Lord ſays, there is a ſort of ingra- 


titude in negletting things when we poſſeſs 
them. My Lord I believe, my dear, has 


never had much occaſion for ſuch a re- 


| er 


Eſpecially FRY Madam; p 880 we 
know not into what hands. they may fall, 
to impair their luſtre.” She rais'd her 
eyes with quickneſs, but dropt them again, 
as if doubt was abſurd. 


Very true;“ ſhe ' replied at lng 


with a gape. 


** Laſt time I was in Hano- 


you thus alone.” 
of all evils,” ſaid I, failing, « that 
is dhe laſt I. ſhould fear, Maſquerades, 


8 M K | howev cr, 


ſay. 
What in the band of theres” 


return'd I, ſolicitous to come to the expla- 
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however, are not an amuſement I am at 
any time fond of; eſpecially when unat- 
tended by my huſband; As I have not 
yet engag'd any other protector I ſaid 
this half lightly, for my courage was une- 
qual to the occaſion: * Vet ſhe grew alarm- 


ed: had I been doubtful of her guilt, her 


not noticing this Urte would have con- 


firm'd it. © © * 


* Pho! pho! how childiſh * e 
you will find een Wu 1 22005 


"” 
1 


nation. From perſonal inſult, we may, 


Madam ; ; but who ſhall ſecure us from 


ſlander or ee ? Nay, ſometimes 00 


deſerving them.“ | 
** I would aſk your meaning POO o. 


brien,“ cried: * „if Tg 
you had any.” 3 2162/4 
Rather ſay, you would aſl it, ir you 


thought, I had no, Madam.“ Her fea- 


b 4 J tures 


7 
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tures. convuls d with her efforts to con- 
ceal emotion, and her colour went, and 
came, with aſtoniſhing. rapidity. Mine 
fluctuated, as the blood throbb d by turns 
to my heart; A to my cheek. Yet her 
pride. got the better even of her fears, 
and riſing with the ſuperlative aſſurance 
of a woman of the world, 
12 Your life, Madam, has been an oils, 
— as, well as your words; ; preſerve the 
advantage you have ever had, that of no- 
body's beipg at the trouble to reſolve Cl. 
der. If you have any mean ſuſpici- 
ons | 
8 2 No, Lady Melroſs !. mine are not 
fulpicions, they are proofs —And ſuch 
proofs, as teach me to bluſh for my ſex, 
tho' they, 1 hope, will neyer have an 
opportunity of doing ſo for me. ” Oh, my 
dear, I really pitied her. 

Great God!” ſhe exclaim'd, ſinking 
into her chair, the villain then has betray'd 


me. 


M 3 


© Rather 


4 9 > 
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— 
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* Rather ſay, that Heaven ordair'd the 
7 commerce ſhould betray itſelf.— 
And that by a proof which will ever re- 
main, ſince it is under your own hand.“ 
be letter, the letter:“ cried ſhe ſtart- 
ing up with phrenzical eagerneſs. Then 
it is plain I am undone.— Make your 
advantage of it, Madam! 1 neither ex- 
peR, or defire any thing from you.” Trick 
yourſelf out in the pageantry of virtue, 
and make a merit of this mighty diſcove- 
ry with Lord Melroſs. He will adore 
your ingenuity, but take care he does — 
find that your only ſuperiority over me.“ 
When he does, Madam, may I ſtand 
before the woman I have wrong'd, over- 
_ whelm'd with ſhame and remorſe. The 
reſignation which I have learnt from mis- 
fortune, now enables me to liften to in» 
ſults, which none, ſurely, could offer, but 

one who dares to merit them.“ 

« Ridiculous hypocriſy ! be frank Mrs: 
Obrien, you may truſt * ſafely with 

6 me, 
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me, fince you have 'a ſure argument to 


invalidate all-I can advance. I know you, 
Madam, and expect nothing from you.— 


I know0u.”. She repeated with a ſort of 


vulgar bitterneſs, ſhe could only learn from 
Mr. Obrien. 

nom me, Lady Melroſs! I wil wen: 
ture to ſay in my own defence, there is 

not purity enough in your nature, to 
judge of mine. My fortune, my reputa- 
tion, my peace,” I added,” with an agi- 
tation I could no longer ſuppreſs, ** have 
been alternately offer'd up as ſacrifices 
to you, by a man, whoſe ingratitude, and 
barbarity, will one day wring your heart 
as bitterly as he has often done mine.— 
To correct a ſenſibility too turbulent for 
my repoſe, and to yield in ſilent humili- 
ty to the dictates of Providence, has been 
the buſineſs of my life, and is its reward. 
— Of the ſtruggles I have endured in the 
endeavour, that Being to whom my heart 
M4 no 


* 


now wt in ſilent drive. alone is the 


* 
— — 0 oO C_— - - 
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judge. To me He has allotted the pain- 
ful taſk of pointing out your errors; of 


; correfting the paſt; and, if you are yet 


capable of remorſe, of guarding you a- 
gainſt the future Believe me, Madam, 
(for I am now calm,) I will ſpeak to you 
neither as an enemy, or a rival; on the 
contrary, I will teach you how to add 
luſtre to your beauty, and dignity to your 
rank: to perpetuate thoſe temporary ad- 
vantages to age, and even if poſſible to 
immortality.” I pauſed ; my eye endea- 
vour'd to trace in hers, ſome emotion 
of tenderneſs, and regret : but rooting 


them upon the ground, ſhe remain'd fix- 


ed in fullen filence. % have known 
too much of misfortune, Madam,” conti- 
nued I, to exult over that of another; 
but my heart, 1 hope, has been purified 
"Wy thoſe ſorrows, of which guilt has 
never yet been the companion, howe- 
ver they have been blended with er- 

ror · 
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der. Is there an inſtance of your 
life, in which you have. had cauſe to 


complain. of fortune? you were an or- 
phan without knowing the helpleſſneſs of, 


ohe. The early companion of a..woman, 


diſtinguiſh d for her virtues, you had an 
equal opportunity. of. forming your heart, 


and your manner, which a treacherous 
lſſtleſſneſs of. ſoul, alone induc'd.* you to. 


ſlight. He, did you manifeſt your grati- 
tude to Lord and. Lady Somerſet? By 
deriſion and neglett. How to Lord Mel- 
roſs, for the moſt unbounded generoſity, 
and confidence] By betraying him. How: 


in a vord, to that God who, beftow'd all 


thele-bleſſings ?; By abuſing them. Probe 
your own ad Madam] lay alide che vell, 
of the world; that heart will acknowledge. | 
your crimes have increas'd-with'your po] 
er; and Jet this humiliating moment, con- 


vince you, your miſery will increaſe with 


your crimes.“ Again I paus d, but ſhe 
did. not anſwer. Can you think with- - 


SAS. agree rs — 


N . 
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out ſhuddering,” continued T, . that you 
are likely to be the mother of a being 
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who will one day revenge theſe complicat- 
ed wrongs. Revenge them! at a period, 
when age ſhall have ſtolen thoſe attraQi- 


ons, which ſecure you conſolation, and the 


vigor which enables you to ſhake off de- - 
ſpondency. Has even preſent felicity, been 
the conſequence of vice ? Your tears con- 
feſs it has not. Nor did I need that af- 
ſurance: in the bofom of affluence, and 
proſperity, your life is by your own con- 
feſſion one vaſt void. The active powers 
of your foul, abſorb'd in voluptuouſneſs, 
you can feel at twenty, the apathy of an 
exhauſted. old age. And is it love that is 


chus become not only your ruin, but that 


of thoufands beſide? It is not, it cannot 
be ! the dreadful habit of ſeeking exter- 


: "nal amuſement, leads from error into guilt, 
ll public Giſgrace becomes the conſe- 
quence of neghigence, and the confciouf- 


neſs 
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| neſs of having no longer either fortune, 
reputation, or virtue to loſe, induces you 
to perpetuate crimes, which ſecure infa- 
my in this world, and puniſhment in the 
next.“ I paus'd again; but I might have 
gane on for ages. Abſorb'd, drown'd in 
tears; ſhe ſobb'd even to a painful exceſs. 
My ready eyes bore -witnels, that I was 
not unaffected with her ſufferings; —Oh, . 
could I be ſo}. was ſhe not the wife of 


Lord Melrofs! the diſtinguiſh d, the ad- 


mir'd object, of a thouſand hearts; ſhe, 
to whom ſo many had .Jook'd. up! on 
whom none but herſelf, could have privi- 
leged any to look down. Degraded, 
-humbled,.torn with conſlidting paſſions; 
ſunk beneath a woman, whoſe only poſſi- 
ble ſuperiority was in her heart! that 
heart hied for her! 
How lowy how mean, do I appear? 
boch in your eyes and my. own,” ſaid ſhe, 
at length, half railing a countenance disfi- 
gurcd with tears. Leave me, I intreat, 


M 6 | Mrs; 
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Mr. Obrien! I can never no never,” 
ſhe added emphatically, - « ſurvive this 
CR moment.. 2 
lt is the only proof you can give of 
your repentance, Madam. Let your fu- 
ture life atteſt it. 1 will raiſe friends to 
een, with Lord Melroſs — 
=: Intercede P” cried ſhe eagerly, Good 
Heavens! you do not mean to betray me! 
4 By that virtue whoſe repreſentative you 
| are on earth, 1 adjure you not to drive 
1 me to deſpair. I have no hope, no friend 
73 in the univerſe, but you. Preſcribe to, 
| command, * diſpoſe of me! I vill ex- 
it no longer than you deſire me ſo to do. 
Reſtore but that fatal letter, and ages 
vill be too ſhort for my gratitude Wn 
Reſtore the letter, Oh, Lady Helen, that 
requeſt was but too felfifh +Þ felt it ſo. 
Real repentance would have waſted itſelf 
in promiſes and tears, ere it would have 
en of that demand. Before I coukl 
Ws the door open'd, and, in- a gay do- 
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mino his maſk” in his hand, Mr. Obrien 


enter d. He ſtarted; and well he might, 
for Lady Melroſs nen at 19 _ 
and both were in tears. 
by heyday! ladies 27 „ Gtieg be, di: | 


embling his alarm, * ſure I have not 


interrypted vou —My fair Lucia, and 


Marcia, are you going to exhibit under 


the -auſpices} of Melpomene ! what think 


you of me for a Juba ? I am never be- 


hindhand in a frolic you know. T oth 
The ſituation in which you and us, 


Sir,“ cried I, collecting myſelf, © would, 
1 ſhould imagine, need: no explanation. — - 
II it does, take the trouble of examining $1 


your pocket-book, and that will n 
inform you of your loſs. 

What you have found that cutſad 10 
ter, ſaid he, with his uſual unbluſhing 
effrontery, well, thanks to my old friend 
fortune, it fell into no worſe hands. But 
how is it I ſee you thus Ninn “ turn 
ing to. Janetta, Nt . 

| | 2 Degraded te 
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i Degraded,” return u. ſhe, — ber 1 
attempt to raiſe her; i begone Sir, and 1 
eee ee eee | 2 


filence to expiate mine 
If Mr. Obrien bluſhes, Madam,” in- 
ä ee I; ... will bo. with! indignation 
at ſuch an idea.“ | CY 
+ Nay faith! ladies, I: bare bern © 
moſt unlueky dog, to get out of the good 
graces of both. — However, as the lofs of 
this letter has been the cauſe of diſplea- 
ſure on one ſide, and the finding it on the 
other, the ſhorteſt way of ſettling the * | 
ter, is by taking; it back again.“ 
That Sir, I judg'd would: e , 
j intention, and therefore put it out of your 
power. The letter is no- * in my 
hands. 
* Your keys, however, Madam! 1 ſhall 
ſatisſy myſelf by a ſurvey of you delect- 
' able epiſtles to-morrow morning.” 
FT —- © You ſee,” Madam faid I turrins t5 
Lady Melroſs, the humanity ul 1; 0 


1 
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| brien's charafter. Repentance may ex- 
piate your crime, but can you ever ceaſe 
| bluſhing for the tempter.”: | 

„By my ſoul,” ſaid he, none 10 
Xantippe, ever had ſuch a tongue!“ 
I ] have done, Mr. Obrien. Theſe 
are wrangles I have hitherto careſully a- 
voided, and now cenſure myſelf for ſtoop · 
ing to. Time, and an aweful eternity 
alone can make you ſerious. And re- 
member, Sir, if indeed at that terrible mo- 
ment, memory is not obliterated in an- 

guiſh, how often you have added inſult to 
injury, and wantonly triumph'd in the 
miſery of one, to whom the Almighty al- 
lotted an equal portion of ſelicity, with 
yourſelf. To you Lady Melroſs, I will 
ſet an example, I hope one day to ſee 
you worthy of, —Guilty, as you cannot 
but feel yourſelf, I cannot alſo but feel 
you unfortunate. —Solemnly: ſwear, there- 
fore, that you will not, under any pre- 
tence whatever, ſee, write to, or converſe 


it with . 


— 
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r. Obrien, but 6 rencon· 


e mix'd company, and 1 will give 
you a faithful Epp _ * 1 


betray you.. 
72 8 Vow goiece good} 190 good,” abba 


e on my knee 


Reſerve «that attitude, Madam, for 
58 God you are going to invoke; but 
remember if I have the ſlighteſt cauſe of 
ſuſpicion in future, I Wilk not fail to ſeek. 
a confirmation, n de- 


ſtroy you;” 


II you diſtruſt me, eds be buried.“ 


74 6 No, Lady Melroſs; it is W T 8 
cluding ourſelves from the world, we diſ - 
prove our attachment to it. The human 
mind, created for, and accuſtom d to ac- 


tion, only languiſhes in a gloomy inerti- 


ty without it. Live to your own heart; | 


Madam, in all material points; comply 
with thoſe dear to you: in trifies; and 
your hours will be acceptable - to Cod, 


uſeful to man, and pleaſing to yourſelf. 
ji 1 4 | a The ho 


her exquiſite beauty; or thoſe rich trim- 


ieee EY 


The moſt ſolemn ebjuration of Mr. O- 


brien, then took place, notwithſtanding 
his frequent efforts to interrupt her, —Oh; 
my dear! how worthleſs are outward ad- 


vantages! Of what moment to her, was 


mings with which the floor was overfpread: 
she -aroſe, disfigur'd, humbled: and let 
me avow, that I eould not but recollect 

at once, the ſimilitude, and difference, 


— 


between her Ftuation and mine after the 


| explanation with Lady Somerſet. Had I, 


like Lady Melroſs, been a guilty, ſelf-con- 


demn d wretch, how ſhould 1 have ſunk 


to her level, ſhared perhaps; thro' fear 
in her crimes, nay, ſued at the feet of 
Lady Somerſet, fos the —_— I am en- 
aba to o grant.” a 


And now, my dear, what can you think 
is wanting to this ſcene? Vet a ſuſpicion 
even of a more horrible, tho* not a more 
| criminal 


—_ 


1 
* 9 
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in Portland- Place; one was an emi- 


ment, his eyes were ſtrain d, red; and burn- 


- 
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ite? nature, has luely been EZ RY 
ed in my mind. Some time ago, a clerk 
of Mr. Davenport's brought me a draft 
_ with' my on ſignature. He requeſted 
amply to know, whether it vas my wri- 
ting. It was not. But I vod it, cho 


the fum was far beyond what I ſhould 
have drawn for. One being in the world 


only could have ventur d this forgery, 


which was oſten repeated, and my ſuſpicions 


went no further than Mr. Obrien, by whom 
indeed, it was afterwards gayly avow d. The 
day before I left town, two gentlemen call d 


nent banker in the city, the other a ſtrang- 
er. They were ſhut up three hours with 
Mr. Obrien, and the ſubject of their con- 
ference, is ſtill a profound ſecret; but 


my prophetic heart aſſures me it was ſome- 
- thing ſimilar to the event I have mention d. 


When Mr. Obrien came out of the apart - 


ing ; 


+ oe A” 5 Lt 


| es boo 


3 
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r 


r 


uy 8 dul d with” ay — 


he ſaid nothing on the ſubjeQ,; but gueſs 


dy Melroſs, I had a note from her, in 


caſion'd by her terror on finding her 
Lord return'd from Scotland ; but that 


re . 


9 


ſcarlet, and his voice tremulous. To ms 


how much, 1 muſt be ſhock d on being 
ſuby cded to an * ſo RA 


89 * 
EEE 
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which ſhe conjur d me to remember my 
promiſes of ſecrecy; ſaid ſhe had had a 
long fainting fit, the evening before, oc- 


his behaviour had convinc'd her, he had 
no ſuſpicions of the paſt, and that ſhe re- 
lied on me for the. future. Oh, let her 
look well to that future Should ſhe fall 
again, what is there can conſole or juſti- 
fy me!- Much, much, do I fear, that 
dna is event of this ſingular» 


{troke 
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